
Westgarth Primary School 
STUDENT CHARGES & FAMILY CONTRIBUTIONS 2015 - Grades 3-6 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Name: _________________________________Date: _______________ 
 
Student Name(s): __________________________________Grade(s):________________ 
 
        ___________________________________Grade(s):________________ 
 
I will be paying my school fees using:  CREDIT CARD  

      CHEQUE  

      CASH  

Essential Education Items Enter amount paid 

The Arts:  consumable materials $ 10.00  

Language (Spanish): consumable materials $   8.00 

Information Communication Technology:  consumable materials $   5.00 

Kitchen Garden (food component) $ 40.00 

Student requisites – consumable materials  $ 95.00 

Excursions and In-house Activities 
(Please note this payment does not include some special events) 

$ 70.00 

 $228.00  

 

                                               Voluntary Contributions 
Kitchen Garden  $ 45.00  

School Nurse $ 50.00 

Site Improvements/Special Projects/ Grounds Maintenance $ 50.00 

 $145.00  

 

                                               Building Fund (Tax Deductable) 

 
Please enter chosen amount 

Please note that payment by cheque must be split, a separate cheque 
is required for the Westgarth Primary School Building Fund 

 

$  20.00  

$  50.00  

$100.00  

 Other  

 

                                                         TOTAL PAYMENT FOR 2015 $ 

 
CREDIT CARD PAYMENT AUTHORISATION 
  

Please debit my Credit Card for the AMOUNT OF:    $…………………………………. 
 
Visa �     Mastercard � 

����  ����  ����  ����  
Expiry Date: ��/�� 
 
Cardholder’s Name: ……………………………………………….………………. (Please Print) 
 
 
Cardholder’s Signature: ……………………………………….. ………………..Date:…….../………../…….. 



Dear Parents and Carers,                              28/01/2015 
  
School funding is an important area that parents often ask about. The information below explains where 
Westgarth Primary School’s funding comes from and how it is spent. 
  
What funds do we get from DEECD? 
Each year DEECD gives schools funding in two parts, based on how many students attend: 
  

 A salary credit component, managed by the Principal, which pays all staff salaries.  

 A quarterly cash grant. This helps to pay for running costs and a basic educational program but is insufficient to 
cover all costs. More than half the cash that schools like Westgarth PS spend to operate the school and provide 
educational programs needs to come from the community.  

  
What is DEECD cash money spent on? 
In 2014 DEECD allocated approximately 42% of the cash grant to cover cleaning and utilities (water, gas, 
electricity), and a minimal amount towards building and grounds maintenance. The other 58% helped pay for a 
myriad of costs including classroom materials, teacher professional development, library books, computers and 
other equipment. Unfortunately this part of the cash component (approximately $490,000 for a school our size) is 
not sufficient to cover the cost of what the school needs to spend on these items to make sure that student 
outcomes continue to improve. 
  
Why doesn’t DEECD provide enough money to cover all the school’s running costs? 
The government sets the amount of the cash grant on the assumption that schools will raise local funds. At a 
school like Westgarth PS with a high socio-economic profile it is assumed we can raise substantial funds from 
the community. The government compensates schools which have a lower socio-economic profile, which may be 
less able to raise local funds, with an extra funding component. 
   
How is the shortfall in funds made up at Westgarth Primary School? 
Schools depend heavily on community support to generate the additional funds required to provide a quality 
program and adequately maintain facilities and equipment. Every school creates a strategic plan every four years 
which outlines the goals for student outcomes in learning, engagement and transition. School Council is 
responsible for ensuring that all cash funds (DEECD and community) received by the school are spent to achieve 
the goals of the Strategic Plan by approving an annual budget at the start of every year and then monitoring it 
throughout the year. Generally schools raise local funds in four ways: 
  

 Essential Educational Items which parents and guardians are required to pay the school to provide for 
their child, for example: student consumables - stationery, text books, work books, food, diaries, 
transport and entrance for curriculum based excursions and in-house activities which all students 
are expected to attend 

 

 Voluntary Contributions: School Council also assumes a level of Voluntary Contribution, based on previous 

years. School Council approves the format of the Voluntary Contribution request each year. Voluntary 

contributions are often directed to more long term maintenance and asset renewal than day-to-day 

operating expenses. 

 Optional Educational Items which are offered on a user-pays basis which parents and guardians may 

choose their child to access or participate in, for example, extra curricula sporting events, 

Graduation, Chess Club.  

 

 Fundraising: Funds raised by fundraising events are carried over to the following year’s budget.      
 
Together these funds come into the cash budget and allow the school to plan and implement a high standard 
educational program as well as maintaining facilities. These funds are not “extra” or “the icing on the cake”. 
Without them our school would have serious difficulty in providing even a basic education program and 
maintenance. If you have any further questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
If you wish to discuss your circumstances or arrange flexible payment options, please contact 

Susan Price (Business Manager) or myself on 9481 5577.  

 

Further information: The Department’s policy is available at:  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/financial/pages/parentpayments.aspx 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Graham Stevenson 

Acting Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/financial/pages/parentpayments.aspx

