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Welcome 

Welcome back to another term at school. We are excited for a busy term ahead 

with lots of learning, doing, and inquiring to be done. 

The Grade 3s have already had a taste of NAPLAN questions in Term 1 as we 

continue to integrate it throughout our teaching. The NAPLAN tests are designed 

to provide schools with meaningful data to continue refining best teaching 

practices. It is also an opportunity to engage the students in developing their 

problem-solving skills and to draw on the necessary strategies to unpack what 

questions in the tests require them to do. 

We would also like to mention once again that parents are always welcome to arrange a time to touch base with 

the Grade 3 teachers during the 15-minute period before and after school. 

Cheers, 

Ruth, Taryn, Gaye, Brenda and Justyn 

 

Important Dates for Term 2 

25th April:                       ANZAC Day 

30th April to 4th May:   Hispanic Week 

15th to 18th May:          NAPLAN 

21st to 25th May:          Education Week 

27th May to 3rd June:  National Reconciliation Week 

11th June:                      Queen’s Birthday 

28th June:                      Parents-Carers/Teacher Interviews 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Teaching and Learning – Term 2 2018 
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What we are learning in the classroom 

English 

In Term 2, we will continue exploring narrative and 

persuasive text types alongside information texts 

and develop an understanding of the key language 

and structural features of each genre.  Students will 

read examples of narrative, persuasive and 

information texts during reading activities with a 

focus on applying strategies before, during and 

after reading to develop fluency, self-correction 

and comprehention. They will expand on planning 

techniques, such as mind mapping, to organise 

their ideas before writing. 

The key skills we will be covering include: 

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening 

 Developing a range of 
comprehension strategies  

 Reading fluently and with 
expression 

 Understanding the purpose         
of a range of text types 

 Finding the main idea 

 Discussing the themes and 
information in reading       
material and making links            
to their experiences and          
prior knowledge. 

 Develop a neat and         
consistent handwriting             
style 

 Spelling Strategies 
- letter/sound        

matching 

- syllabication 

- knowledge of more 

- complex letter      

patterns                          

(eg. ea, igh, ou) 

- building  word        

families 

- learning and          

applying spelling         

rules 

 Correctly use basic       
punctuation, including          
capital letters, full stops, 
commas, exclamation           
marks, and apostrophes             
for contractions 

 Introduce paragraphing as          
an organisational feature            
of writing 

 Expand student vocabulary  

 Actively listening to peers         
and teachers 

 Clearly contributing ideas     
during group discussions 

 Using correct sentence     
structure and grammar          
when speaking 

 Adding to the ideas of    
classmates during          
discussions 

 Using an appropriate tone,     
pace and volume 
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Mathematics 

This will be another fun term for developing our number skills and fluency! 

Here are the different areas we will be covering this term: 

 Place value – rearranging and regrouping 

numbers, as well as modelling, representing and 

ordering. 

 Addition and subtraction to two-digits 

 Multiplication and division – looking at learning 

quick multiplication and division facts and 

strategies from 2,3,5,10s  

 Money – showing amounts with notes and coins 

and calculating change 

 Problem solving – this is always embedded into our mathematics… 

The students will also continue developing their problem-solving skills to support them with multiple strategies 

to tackle open-ended, challenging maths tasks. 

 

Inquiry 

The overarching Inquiry unit for this term is “Health and 

Wellbeing”. Throughout the term, students will investigate and 

build understandings about how they are responsible for and can 

make decisions to develop a healthy mind, body, and emotions 

through asking some of the following key questions: 

 What can we do to keep our bodies, mind and emotions 

(MBE) healthy? 

 Why might we want to keep our MBE healthy? 

 What happens when we keep our MBE healthy/unhealthy? 
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Social and Emotional Learning 

We are continuing with our implementing of a morning 

and end-of-school routine where students have 

opportunities to discuss how they are feeling in a safe 

environment. We are also developing the students’:  

 Emotional Literacy,  

 Problem Solving skills and  

 Stress Management strategies 

 Awareness of their body parts and who they can 

talk to about them 

through the Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships and Catching on Early programs developed by the 

Department of Education. 

Specialists 

Unless there is planning week, specialists timetables remain the same. Students will be notified of any changes 

by their respective classroom teachers. 

 

Physical Education 

This term the Grade 3s will be working on their fitness levels 

by participating in many fun fitness activities.  Students will 

be practising long distance running, building up to a 2km run. 

The focus will be on achieving personal bests.  Grade 3s will 

also be completing units on hockey, soccer and newcombe; 

learning new skills and consolidating ones already learnt.  

Towards the end of term, we will start our athletics training 

in field events. 

 

 3 Gaye 3 Ruth/Taryn 3 Justyn 3/4 Brenda 
Mon Discovery Art - Music 

Tues P.E. Discovery P.E., ICT P.E. 

Wed Art, ICT P.E. Library, Discovery ICT, Library 

Thu - Library - Discovery, Art 

Fri Library, Music Music, ICT Art, Music Kitchen Garden 
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Music 

This term in music, grade 3 students will continue learning some basic guitar 

and ukulele chords as well as playing chords on keyboards and tuned 

percussion instruments. We will use these skills to play some simple songs 

as a class ensemble. We will also start work on some African drumming 

rhythms the Rabodaille (Africa/Haiti) and the Rhumba (Africa/Cuba) using 

djembes and other un-tuned percussion. We will try to invent some melodic 

phrases to accompany these rhythms. Singing, listening and responding to 

music will also be a feature of the music program. 

 

Spanish/Discovery 

Students will learn to identify and describe the characteristics of 

different places in the world. They will explore the geographical 

features and climates of some countries in the southern hemisphere 

and observe how these are similar or different to Australia. Students 

will also learn to locate Australia’s neighbouring countries. By 

exploring the different countries and their main characteristics, 

students will expand their Spanish language speaking and writing skills. 

 

Spanish/Art 

In term two students in grade 3 will learn about the mysterious case of the theft of 

the Weeping Woman and will discover the work of Spanish artist Picasso. We will 

also explore the work of surrealist artists to create our own exquisite corpse. Along 

the way students will continue to develop their Spanish vocabulary to be able to 

communicate in the Spanish/Art classroom. To find out more about what we are 

doing in the Spanish classrooms you can visit the Spanish website 

 http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 

  

 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish

