Year 2 Parent Information Session

With Tom, Vivian, Holly and Kathy(not
pictured), Vivian
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School Values

Our values were chosen by the school community, and as a community,
including teachers, students and families, we aim to uphold these values.
Our values are:

Excellence (Being your
best): We accept the
challenge of new learning
and always try our best.

Respect: We appreciate Integrity: We aim to be
diversity and the worth in consistently honest and
others. trustworthy.

Responsibility: We

Working together: We work :
recognise we are

with others to achieve and
promote the involvement
and contribution of all.

accountable for our actions

towards oneself, others and *
the environment.
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Mission Statement

Our Mission is to ‘foster a community that empowers everyone to
be their best’. We want students to feel compelled to uphold the
school’s two rights:

1. To learn
2. To feel safe

We have started the year off with our Quality Beginnings Program.
Students are involved in activities to get to know one another and
their teachers.

The Program emphasises the value of relationships and
connectedness as a solid foundation for learning.
§\?
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English
Reading and Viewing

Students participate in five reading sessions each week. These are small group or
whole class activities that are differentiated to meet students’ learning needs and
build their reading skills.

Writing

Students also participate in five writing sessions each week. Students will
participate in text type sessions, focused lessons on spelling, grammar and
punctuation. Roughly every fortnight your child will participate in ‘Big Write'. This

will involve them bringing home a writing stimulus to share and discuss in order
to prepare them for their writing the follow day.

Speaking and Listening
Students will be given opportunities to practise their speaking and listening skills

during class such as inquiry discussions.
N
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Big Write Example

T2 Week 2 Big Talk for Big Write

Genre: Persuasive
Topic: Recess and lunch should be shorter at WPS.
You can be for or againstthis topic. Discuss at least three reasons why you agree or disagree at home.




Learn the sounds the letters maket b € cché shé thé cké whé n g éee
Put the sounds togethersequend® read whole words:c_a t
Readwhole sentencesly € c ait ®é sweet .

Read with fluencyy cat is sweet.

a M 0D PRE

Understandvhat you arereading

= Reading Enjoyment

In the early years from Foundation to Year Three,

children continudearnindo read Once the skills

have been mastered, children begmeading to learn

Reading can be a complex process, difficult for

some and easy for others. Asducatorswe strive to provide childrerwith
the tools tobecomefluent readers in the most efficient way

At Westgarth we provide a Reading Support Program in Grades One and Two to ensure that no

child is left behind ontheir readingjourney.



Mathematics

We have six sessions of mathematics each week. During these sessions students
participate in whole class activities, at their individual level. Mathematics topics
are taught in blocks of one to three weeks, and reviewed throughout the year.

Number and Algebra

Students will continue to build solid foundations with their number knowledge
through number fluency games and explicit instruction.

Measurement and Geometry

Students will participate in hands-on investigations into measurement and
geometry concepts.

Statistics and Probability

Students will investigate chance and data during Statistics and Probability
sessions.

Problem Solving
Students will be taught how to apply strategies to solve
problems. §
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YouTube Channel: DEtv Donald Eddington

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8kLk OuqDUsvHWYRPSnGHg/playlist
S

To support consistent language and approaches a series of short video clips
have been created that explain how to do the four operations (addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division) - as well as some other mathematics
concepts. The clips demonstrate both traditional and alternate approaches
for using each of the operations and, importantly, use the same language
and approaches used in classrooms at Westgarth Primary School.

>
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Inquiry

Inquiry is a varied program that incorporates
Science, Health, Humanities, and Ethical, Personal
and Social Capability. The Inquiry process is _
followed. Each term we have a different Inquiry :i't(i'gﬁ

topic.
This year we will be learning about:

Term 1: What do Communities need? Making Sorti

(Geography) conclus orting
out

Term 2: Who are we? (Health and well-being) Going

Term 3: Express Yourself! Our Musical Term further

>

(Design and Technology)
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Specialist Teaching Areas

Students participate in four specialist sessions each week. Your classroom will
display a copy of the class timetable.

Physical Education

Students will work on motor skills, movement patterns, fair play, good

sportsmanship and participation, while having lots of fun keeping fit and
active.

Music

Students will use instruments and voices to create and perform musical pieces

in small groups and a whole class ensemble setting.
>
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SPANISH PROGRAM

1Art + 1Dis x 50 minutes session every week

CLIL methodology: deliver Content
(Art, Discovery) and Language (Spanish)
in @ meaningful context and stimulating environment.

In Spanish / Art we explore drawing, painting, printing,
collage, modelling, construction and thread & textiles.
We learnt Spanish through art projects and everyday
classroom communication. =

In Spanish / Discovery we follow the Spanish, Geography,
Science and Intercultural Capabilities curricula:

- the world and geographical features

- animals and plants

- culture and traditions of different places in the world

Support your - ask them about some words they have been learning smmsu m [su,mu b

child learning - books in Spanish available to borrow in the library

Spanish - watch movies or songs in Spanish (list in website) &\) t» kg
" -website: http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish —
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Grade 2 Music

Each grade will have 1 x 50 minute session of music per week. John will be teaching 2 Tom and 2 Vivian and Lorena
will be teaching 2 Holly and 2 Mark and this will rotate in semester 2.

Students will use instruments and voices to create and perform musical pieces in small groups and a whole class
ensemble setting.

We will be using xylophones, ukuleles, keyboards and untuned percussion to play simple chord progressions and
accompanying rhythms.

Students will be encouraged to make decisions about how to organize and arrange the sounds of the instruments to
create moods and effects.

We will be focusing on elements of music such as tempo, dynamics and structure and discussing how each of these
elements can affect the feeling or mood of a piece of music.

There will be a whole school musical production in week 6 of term 3 (August 20 — 22)



Parent Helpers

Thank you for your support and interest in volunteering!

We would love parent volunteers to assist with student IearninF in Grade 2.
Each class will be slightly different, depending on class timetable and activities.

On the day of volunteering, please sign in at
the office, wear your volunteer badge

(provided in classroom Volunteers Box), and
check with the teacher or Box for tasks.

Grades will have a Volunteers Box that will contain tasks for volunteers, which
may include:

AReading with students individually
APreparing resources e.g. laminating
N

ATidving resources
ying //Westgarth Primary School
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Homework and Home Reading

Westgarth has implemented our new homework policy, which is the
end product of consultation with the school community.

In Grade 2 student homework is to:

APractise reading to, with and by parents

APractise basic addition and subtraction number facts
AGathering of additional information or materials as required.

Length of time differs depending on the student!
Approximately 15 minutes reading and 5 minutes number fact practice.

>
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Things to Note

We are available before school from 8:50-9am and after school from
3:30-3:45pm to chat about your child and their learning.

We encourage you to arrange a meeting time if you would like an
extended discussion.

Please provide the office or classroom teacher with a written note to
explain absences or lateness of your child on the day of the absence.
This can be done via email or FlexiBuzz.

Swimming will be in Term 2 — dates to be confirmed, if you can assist

with supervising students it will be appreciated.
N
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Thank you for coming.
We are looking forward to a great year with
you and your children!

Any questions?

>
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