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From the Principal 
Semester 1 reports 
The semester 1 reports were distributed on Friday. Initial feedback from parents is that they like our new  
report format. The new format includes: 
 A general comment that describes what your child is like as a learner, personal qualities he/she brings 

to the class, his/her work habits, etc. 
 A comprehensive checklist that details your child’s achievements and progress at this point of time  
 – in plain language so that it is easy to understand 
 An education plan that outlines the next steps for your child’s educational development 
 A student self-evaluation. 
 

It is important to note that student learning is not always linear.  Sometimes student learning comes in a 
burst and they make significant progress in a short time while at other times it plateaus.  This is normal and 
similar to their other development such as growth spurts.  You should not be alarmed if your child’s progress 
presents this way but we do recommend that you talk to your child’s class teacher to make sure their learning 
is on track and to find out if there is any particular support they require.  
 

Some questions you may have 

Why are there no dotted progress lines for subjects other than English, mathematics and physical education? 
Does that mean my child has not moved? 
Many of the Victorian Curriculum codes, used by the reporting software, are different to previous curriculum 
codes – even though the subject names are the same.  
The Victorian Curriculum codes for English, mathematics and physical education, that were used in 2016, have 
not been changed by the Department. All other curriculum codes have been changed in 2017. 
We expect the dotted progress line will be back in 2018 – assuming there are no other curriculum code  
changes. 
You can check your child’s progress by comparing his/her semester 1 2016 report to the one that you have 
just received. Example of curriculum code changes that show why some subjects have dotted progress lines 
while others do not: 

Continued next page... 

  2015 Curriculum 
codes used by the 
reporting software 

2016 Curriculum codes used by the 
reporting software 

2017 Curriculum codes used by 
the reporting software 

English 
(Reading) 

AVENGREA VCERV 

 This is a different curriculum 

code compared to 2015, so no 

dotted progress line is shown. 

VCERV 

 This curriculum code is the 

same as 2016, so a dotted 

progress line is shown. 

History AVHISTKU 

AVHISTSK 

  

VCHHC 

VCHHK 

 This is a different curriculum 

code compared to 2015, so no 

dotted progress line is shown. 

VCH 

  
 This is a different curricu-

lum code compared to 

2016, so no dotted progress 

line is shown. 



Why is there no A – E on my child’s report? 
The Department has changed the A – E reporting scale in 2017. For example, to get an ‘A’ students must now 
be working ‘18 months above the expected level’, rather than ‘12 months above’ which had been the  
practice for the last 10 years. To avoid confusion between the previous and current A – E scale we removed 
it. Our new report format provides a more detailed analysis of where a students is ‘at’ with their learning 
compared to the previous A – E rating scale. 
 

Parent-teacher interviews 
Parent –teacher interviews will take place on Thursday, 29 June from 11:00 am – 8:00 pm. This is an  
opportunity for you to discuss your child’s education plan which details the next steps for your child’s  
educational development as well as discuss any questions that you may have about your child. Interviews 
are strictly 15 minutes. Should you require an extended time to discuss a specific issue, please contact your 
child’s teacher on 9481 5577 or via FlexiBuzz (previously known as Tiqbiz) to arrange a mutually convenient 
day and time.  
 

Possible questions to ask at the parent-teacher interviews: 
 What are my child's strengths? 
 What does my child struggle with? 
 What can I do at home to help my child? 
 What can you tell me about my child's behaviour in class and playground? 
 How is my child getting along with other students? 
 

Please note: Thursday is a Curriculum Day and there will be no school for students on this day.  Curriculum 
Day Care will operate through OSHC between 7.30 am and 5.50 pm on the day, but bookings are essential. 
 

Buildings and Grounds 
During the school holiday break there will be a number of projects undertaken on both sites. We ask the 
community to please be aware of these works and where possible not allow students to play in the school 
grounds unsupervised. Some of the contractors will be requiring access for earth moving equipment and will 
not be expecting students in the grounds. Much of this work relates to suitable weather conditions so we do 
not have exact dates confirmed. Thank you in advance. Carolyn Shiels 
1. Preparation of the grounds for the installation of the new play equipment on Clarke Street. 
2. Installation of landings and steps outside the new year 4 portable classrooms on Clarke Street. 
3. Installation of sensor controlled urinals in the boy’s toilets on Clarke Street. 
4. Installation of a neighbour’s boundary fence in consultation with the neighbour, Clarke Street. 
5. Removal of diseased branch at the front of Brooke Street by arborist and planting. 
6. Remodelling of part of the front wall and side gate on Brooke Street. 

 
Thank You 
This is Janine’s last week working at Westgarth Primary after a 24 
year association with the school.  Prior to working here, Janine was 
an active parent who even took on the role of fete coordinator.   
We are really going to miss her positive and happy demeanour,  
her incredible memory, her work ethic and her friendship.   
We wish her the very best for a long and happy retirement.   
Thank you Janine, for your wonderful work. 
 
 
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  
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Diary Dates 2017 
Thurs 29 Jun   Parent/Teacher Interviews - Pupil Free Day* 
Tues 29 - 31 Aug  Westgarth Musical 
Sun 22nd October   Whopping Great Fete 10am-4pm 
Mon 6 Nov   Curriculum day* 
Thurs 14 Dec  Year 6 Graduation 
Wed 13 - 15 Sept  Grade 4 Camp 
 

Meetings 2017 
P & F    Wed 26 July 8.00pm Farmhouse 
Education   Tues 8 August 7.00pm Staffroom 
RPWP    Wed 9 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
SAKGWP   Thurs 10 August 6.00pm Staffroom 
Policy    Fri 11 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
Environment  Mon 14 August 5.00pm Jo’s office 
OSHC    Wed 16 August 2.00pm Carolyn’s office 
Fete    Tues 22 August 7.30pm Staffroom 
School Council  Wed 23  August 7.00pm Staffroom 
Executive Idol   Wed 26 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 August  
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T2  end 30/6/17 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 

Prep Enrolments for 2018 for new and current families 
 

We have been taking tours for parents of prospective preps each week this term. With a waiting list we  
remind families to enrol any sibling who will be starting in prep next year, as soon as possible. Likewise if you 
have a neighbour who has a prep child for 2018, who hasn’t put an enrolment form in, please remind them 
to complete and return the enrolment form. Enrolments are due by 31 July.  

School and OSHC Payments 
 

Please note that all credit card payments for family and OSHC are shredded after processing, in line with the 
Department of Education guidelines. 

Farewell Janine 
Hard working, intelligent, reliable, honest and a lot of fun. These 
are just a few of the things that come to mind when I think of 
Janine. She has always gone above and beyond in her role as 
Office Manager at Westgarth. 
On a personal level she has been my confidant and I will miss her 
calm and kind nature.  
We recently realised that we have spent more time together 
over the years than with our own families!!  
Our friendship goes way beyond a working relationship so this is 
not a sad time ahead for Janine, it is an exciting new chapter and I know she will grab it by the horns.  
Susan Price, Business Manager 

Last day of term this Friday 30 June 2017 
Students are dismissed at 2.30pm.  

See you all back in Term 3 on Monday 17 July 2017 



School Council News - School Council 21 June 2017 
 

School Council met on 21 June 2017 and began a busy agenda by discussing business arising from the various 
reports provided by the Principal and Subcommittees as follows:  
 Principal’s Report – Jo informed School Council about the status of both a government grant of 

$28,000 for school maintenance and maintenance needed on the Brooke Street site.  The swimming 
program has ended and Carolyn Shiels was acknowledged for her amazing organisation of the  
program. Jo also updated School Council on the school’s commitment to Child Safe Standards.   
Jo also discussed the School’s Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) which is progressing well. The AIP  
describes how the key improvement strategies in the school strategic plan, and other significant  
projects, will be put into operation during the year and how they will be monitored. 

 Finance subcommittee reported that the school had received a grant of $1,000 towards LED lighting.  
The Clarke Street playground ground works would be commenced in the June school holidays with the 
playground installed early in Term 3.  It was noted that the children will be very excited when it arrives.    

 Policy Subcommittee - The Induction Policy was adopted by Council, while the Enrolment Policy was 
considered and referred back to the Policy Subcommittee for some amendments. The subcommittee 
reported on all policies due for review this year. 

 Environment subcommittee reported on the status of works under the Master Plan and for  
construction of a landing and steps on the newest Clarke Street portables. An Arborist has recently  
audited trees around the school and the findings of this were discussed, which included new shade 
trees proposed for Brooke Street. 

 Parents & Friends reported on the proposed Grades Prep to 2 disco, Father’s Day stall and  
Screenagers’ event. 

 Kindergarten reported on the positive impact the Music Room was having on the adjoining Kindy, 
with the kinder kids showing lots of interest and excitement when lessons are being held (lots of faces 
being pressed against the windows to get a better look). A possible invitation for kinder kids to see a 
performance was discussed. 

 OSHC Subcommittee reported on continuing efforts to engage further administrative support for the 
program. 

 Education Subcommittee reported on the draft Digital Technologies Policy and draft School ICT  
Progression Implementation and Support Policy.  There was a briefing on coding at the school and its 
place as one part of the very large number of units to be completed.  All teachers have received 2.5 
hours of professional development in coding this year.   

 Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Working Party reported on a curriculum audit and finance audit 
of the program, as well as discussing the research that supports the program in terms of well-being 
and other factors. 

 The Redevelopment Project Working Party reported on the status of social media promoting  
Westgarth’s redevelopment project and the Masterplan. 

 

School Council discussed its goals for 2017, with the focus areas, in addition to usual school governance  
business, being: the Redevelopment Project and progression of the Master Plan; the review of the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Program; and, the Communication Working Party (to follow later in the year), 
which will encompass involvement of the school community.   
 

The organisers of Westgarth Idol, Caroline and Jonny Clow, were recognised for putting on another awesome 
night of entertainment.  The Principal will provide a report on Westgarth Idol in the near future.   
We also discussed approaches received from parents for a fundraising event and use of school facilities  
during the upcoming school break comparing them against applicable school policies.   
 

Several councillors recently attended Department of Education and Training (DET) provided School Council 
President and school governance training (more to follow on this in the near future).  Through the training, it 
was noted that while our School Council Standing Orders met the majority of school council requirements, 
some minor amendments are appropriate and will consequently be made.                     Continued on next page…. 
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Holmes Street Elders  
On Tuesday 13th of June some year 6’s went to the elderly homes on Holmes Street Northcote. We met lots 
of elders who had clearly prepared for the day. A gentleman named Ray brought out his whole coin and  
photo collection for the occasion and Loraine who was a passionate Collingwood supporter and had  
collected Collingwood apparel and merchandise for nearly her whole life. We also met a woman called Anne 
who was an amazing photographer and had a passion for animals and Benito a man who had travelled the 
world. There was a lady who had spent 5 years doing balloons and could make pretty much anything for the 
elders and the students. There was also a petting zoo filled with lots of cute animals liked by students and 
elders alike. After we met the elders the man running it called John took us up to some of the highest points 
in the building and saw some amazing sights. We also learnt that the building was one of the tallest buildings 
in Victoria during the 80’s and 90’s. We personally found this experience fascinating and we learnt a lot.  
This opportunity is one that we will remember forever. 

By Daniel R, Aslan SH and Holly G 

 

 

School Councillors signed a farewell card for Janine Condick, who has been the School’s Office Manager and 
associated with the school for 24 years since her children started as students.  In addition to her normal daily 
work, Janine also ran the school fete and other fundraising events.  Janine’s huge contribution to the school 
was recognised by School Council, is greatly appreciated and she will be missed very much.  We all wish you 
a long and happy retirement Janine.   
 

Jess Williams has commenced in Janine’s place.  Welcome to Westgarth Primary School Jess, it’s great to 
have you with us. 
 
Finally, any member of our school community can bring items to the School Council Agenda and can attend 
School Council meetings as an observer.  If you would like to table something for discussion at School Council 
or attend a meeting as an observer please feel free to contact me, Jo Wheeler or any of the School  
Councillors (this can be done through the School Office) and we can add it to the agenda on your behalf.   
We also welcome additional assistance on our sub-committees, so again please contact us if you would like 
to become involved.  
 

 

Gary Selwyn, President  
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OSHC News – Art Play Sessions 
It has been an absolute pleasure to take ART PLAY sessions at After Care on Monday's during Term 2.  
 

Art Play combines music, art and movement to help children  
connect to their creative and expressive selves. Based on the 
Mangala technique, these classes encourages music  
appreciation, imagination, physical awareness, coordination, 
sharing and socialisation with loads of fun. The sessions include 
dance, yoga and meditation and has a different theme each week 
to inspire the children.  
This term we explored deep dark caves, floated through space, 
frolicked through the Autumn leaves, went on safari and much 
more! 
 

To find out more about my practice, or enrol your children in  
holiday workshops, please get in touch. 
 

Laura Albee Barton  
Albee.creative.dance@gmail.com        0419 270 985 

mailto:Albee.creative.dance@gmail.com


Sport News 
 

Division Cross Country Grade 3 - 6  
We had 16 wonderful Westgarth students (see below) compete in the Division cross country event on the 
14th June.  We were lucky with the weather, the students ran in the sunshine!  Everyone ran to the best of 
their ability and really gave it their ‘all’.  We finished the day off with the Westgarth tradition of enjoying 
some hot chips back at school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Cross Country Grade 3 - 6  
There were 10 Westgarth students who qualified to run at Regionals on the 
21st June.  It’s always an exciting day and a very high standard of running.   
It is a massive achievement to reach this level so congratulations to our 10 
runners (see below).  Once again our students did us proud – everyone ran 
superbly!  Emily P came 2nd in the 11 year old age group and is now off to the 
State Cross Country finals early next term.  Good luck Emily! 
 

 
 

 
Thanks, 
Rushe 
 

Dylan C Ben H Kornelius J Harper W Lewis Mc Thomas BC Emily P Zoe H 

Sophie A Zara G Roland B Vanya S Laird R Kala B Asha D Aoife D 

Dylan C Ben H Kornelius J Emily P Zoe H 

Sophie A Zara G Asha D Roland B Vanya S 



News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 
  

Pizzas galore have been baked 
in the kitchen this week. Have 
a go at making the dough.  
It really isn’t very hard and is a 
great family skill to have for an 
easy meal. Depending on the 
flour you may need to add a 
little more water. 
 
Toppings – They are endless. 
We did  potato and rosemary 
and  pesto, tomato and olive. 
 
Potato and Rosemary 
Simply slice cooked potatoes 
and place on the pizza base. 
Sprinkle with rosemary leaves 
soaked in olive oil. Brush the  
oil over the potatoes and 
dough and sprinkle with salt.  
 
Tomato and Pesto 
Spread pesto over the pizza 
base and add sliced tomatoes. 
Scatter some chopped olives if 
you desire and sprinkle with 
salt. Top with some rocket 
when it comes out of oven.  
Earlier in the year we made a 
big batch of nut free parsley 
pesto using sunflower seeds 
which is delicious. We froze 
most of it and have it ready  
for sessions when we need it. 

 
Farewell Year 6 and Welcome Year 3 
Our Year 6 gardeners and cooks and the volunteers celebrated their kitchen garden journey last week.  
We proudly acknowledged the wide variety of skills they have mastered and hope they continue to enjoy  
growing, harvesting, preparing and sharing foods throughout their lives. We would also like to say a special 
THANK YOU to all those family and community volunteers who have supported them during their journey in 
earlier years.  
We look forward to welcoming our Year 3 classes next term. We still need more volunteers to enable our 
new keen gardeners and cooks to have a rich, varied and valuable program. 
Please send an email to Virginia or Mary at the email above or a note with your details to the class teacher if 
you can contribute weekly, fortnightly or even occasionally.  
 
Thank you  
Mary and Virginia 
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TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!!  TICKETS ARE $21.00.  CHILDREN OVER 10 YEARS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
WITH THEIR PARENTS. 
 
This event is not a fundraiser, but is held for the interest of families. 
 

 
 
Are you watching kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and a six-second attention span?  
Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston takes a deeply personal approach as she probes into the vulnerable 
corners of family life, including her own, to explore struggles over social media, video games, academics and 
internet addiction. Through poignant, and unexpectedly funny stories, along with surprising insights from 
authors, psychologists, and brain scientists, SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development 
and offers solutions on how adults can empower kids to best navigate the digital world and find balance. 
 
Book on the Facebook page (click image above) or at  
https://fan-force.com/screenings/screenagers-palace-cinema-westgarth-vic-2/ 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Enough tickets must be sold to ensure this screening goes ahead! We must reach 57 seats sold 
by 21 July. Funds will be placed on hold until the screening is confirmed, if it doesn't happen those funds will 
be returned!  
 
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
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TSHIRTS                                   WERE $16.50      NOW $10 

SHORT SLEEVE POLOS          WERE $25          NOW $15 

LONG SLEEVE POLOS            WERE $27          NOW $15 

POLAR FLEECE JACKETS      WERE $35          NOW $25 

POLAR FLEECE VESTS            WERE $32         NOW $25 

BOMBER JACKET       WERE $42           NOW $25 
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UNIFORM CLEARANCE SALE 
 

ALL OLD LOGO STOCK ONLY 
REDUCED PRICES WHILST STOCKS LAST 

 
End of Financial Year Sales with Entertainment Book - With so many EOFY sales, now is the perfect time to 
pick up an Entertainment Membership/Book! 
 
Entertainment members can access valuable eGift cards, with up to a further 10% OFF on already amazing 
end of financial year sales such as: David Jones, Country Road, Adairs & Freedom. 
 
To purchase a new book/digital membership for the 2017/2018 year, drop by the school office for a form.  
Or order online at http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473 
 
You can collect your book from the school once you have ordered it. The digital membership is available  
immediately once you have ordered and paid.  
 
The Entertainment Books/Digital Membership are sold as a fundraiser for our school. The yearly membership 
costs $70, with $14 going to the school.  
The books and digital memberships are valid until 1st June 2018. 
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Two bedroom brick house oppo-
site Dennis Station available for 
short term rent, anytime be-
tween July 13 and September 1. 
Hardwood floors, one bathroom 
with separate toilet and laundry, 
north-facing back garden. $350/
week including bills. If interested 
please contact Lauren on 0415 
139 083 or lcoutts1@gmail.com 

CDA Dance Academy 
 

CDA offers FREE hot beverage to parents 
 

#First two classes FREE! 
 

To Enquire, Please call JAYDE 
0424 250 713 

21-25 Beatty Street, Reservoir 3073 

mailto:lcoutts1@gmail.com

