
26 June 2018, Issue  11 

From the Principal - Jo Wheeler 
 

Parent/teacher interviews 
This Thursday 28 June we will be having Parent/Teacher interviews. As it is our only formal interview for the 
year we have made them 15 minutes to allow more time to discuss your child’s progress.  If you are unable to 
come on Thursday, you are welcome to make an appointment at another time or have a telephone  
conversation with your child’s teacher. Parents are welcome to meet a teacher at any time throughout the 
year, not just at interview times by calling in, telephoning to make an appointment or contacting the school 
via Flexibuzz App. 
Please note: Thursday is a pupil free day to enable teachers to meet with parents.  Out-of-school-care is  
available on the day for working parents.  You will need to make a booking directly with OSHC.  
 

Market Day 
As part of the year 5/6 Economics Inquiry unit the students are running a Market Day where students from 
across the school attend the market to buy some goods which have been designed and supplied by each stall 
holder.  Students are encouraged to bring up to $2 on Wednesday, preferably in 10c, 20c, 50c and one dollar 
amounts to assist with change management. Once the students have completed the cash and profit margins 
piece of this work, all profits will be sent to State Schools Relief to fund clothing and shoes to support stu-
dents in need in Victorian schools. 
 

What’s happening in Term 3 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, I will be on leave during term 3 to have some preventative surgery.   
Donald will be the acting principal in my absence and Ben Cunningham will be acting assistant principal.   
Carolyn will continue in her role as Assistant Principal - student wellbeing/logistics.  I am confident that the 
school is in great hands and you probably will not even notice my absence.   
We have a number of things planned for the term.  Some of these include: 
 Sexuality Education session for parents on 7th August 7-8pm in WEB.   
 It is for parents of all year levels and covers what is in the curriculum, what isn’t covered in the  
 curriculum and related cyber safety considerations 
 Astronomy night—26 July 
 Year 3 -6 Maths Competition - August 9 
 Year 4 – 6 Athletics intra-school competition - 21 August 
 Curriculum Day (Pupil free day) – Friday 7th September 
 Year four camp 12 – 14 September 
 Family Maths Night last week of term 3 - 19 September 
 

School Holiday External Building Works  
Please note the Clarke Street carpark will be used for construction works to support a neighbours renovation 
during the second week of the school holidays, please ensure if using the Clarke street site an adult attends 
with your child. There will be safety measures and processes that will be in place during this time including 
traffic management. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  
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School Review 
Every four years schools are required to undergo a formal review. A school review includes a self-evaluation 
against the Continua of Practice for School Improvement. The Continua is designed to assist principals and 
teachers to identify areas of practice that require attention in order to deliver improved student outcomes. 
The Continua assist principals and teachers  to: 
 use evidence and observations to  self-evaluate their current practice 

  
 understand what improved practice looks like 

 develop a shared language for describing educational practice 
 engage in conversations about improving professional practice. 
 
It has been confirmed that our school will undergo the formal reviewed in term one of 2019.  It will involve 
an external reviewer (appointed by the Education Department), challenge partners (principals from other 
schools), and school council representatives, staff representatives and school leadership members. To  
prepare for the review we will be required to complete the self-evaluation during term four this year.   
We will keep the community informed about the review process and will seek feedback from the community, 
parents and students, once we have more information about the process and requirements.   
 
I hope you all enjoy a lovely winter holiday and I look forward to seeing you all again in term four.  
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  

 
Sunday, 21 October- the second weekend of term four.  So only three and a half months away!  
 
A request today for volunteers for some specific jobs.  
 A second electrician is a big request. There’s a fair  bit to do across the fete weekend and be sure  

everyone is safe and food stalls are open for business all day. If you have the qualifications and time or 
can help us rustle up someone who does, please get in touch  

 
The following staples of the Westgarth fete experience are also looking for a new champion.  
 Zombie zone.  Popular, we’d love to offer this again this year.  
 Choc toss.  Even more popular and dead easy to run.  
 Trash n Treasure.   Recycling the weird and wonderful.   
 Fairy floss.  We want two machines cooking up this sugar hit year. So more operators are needed.  
 Books.  Always busy.  
 
Otherwise, an hour of two at some point over the fete weekend. The heavy logistics gears up on the Friday. 
Setting up marquees on the Saturday, trestles and chairs on the Sunday morning, washing up all day long,  
or packing down and cleaning up after 4pm on the Sunday afternoon.  
 
Finally any parent or carer with a bright idea for a new experience, new food stall, new market stall.  
Please contact Ian Rogers on ianrogers717@gmail.com or 0409 716 442. 

Preparations for the 

2018  

Whopping Great Fete 

are well underway. 

mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com


Diary Dates 2018 
Wed 27 June    Kitchen Garden Year 3 Parent Volunteer Induction 9am 
      Market Day 
Thurs 28 June*    Parent Teacher Interviews *Pupil free day 
Fri 29 June     Last day of Term 2  
      *Students dismissed at 2:30pm 
      JSC Pyjama Day - Gold Coin Donation 
      Garden Sale at the Farmhouse 8:30am 
Thurs 26 July    Astronomy Night - at the Farmhouse 7pm 
Thurs 2 Aug     Year 4 Camp Parent Information Session 6-7pm 
Tues 7 Aug     Parent/Carer Program: Sexuality Education  - WEB 
Building 7-8pm 
Thurs 9 Aug     2018 Year 3-6 Australian Maths Competition 
Tues 21 Aug     Year 4-6 Athletics Day (Collingwood Harriers Track)
      Year 3 Athletics Fun Day (Clarke Street) 
Fri 7 Sept     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Mon 10 Sept    District Athletics (Collingwood Harriers Track) 
Wed 12 Sept    Reaching for the Stars concludes  
Mon 12 - 14 Sept    Year 4 Camp 
Wed 19 Sept    Family Maths Night 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018  
Finance  Tues 7 Aug 8:30am Jo’s Office 
Environment Tues 7 Aug TBC Jo’s Office 
OSHC      Wed 8 Aug 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
School Council Wed 15 August 7:00pm Staffroom 
P&F Thurs 19 July 8:00pm Farmhouse 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 15 August 
Wed 12 September 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 29 June  
Junior School Council are raising funds for a  

      charity yet to be decided.  

Donation! 

Students will be dismissed at 2:30pm 
on Friday 29 June.  

*OSHC is available for bookings.  
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

Find the clues that may give you an indication as to 
whether you can trust the content. 
It’s a good idea to look at the ‘About Us’ section of 
the website (if there is one). It’s usually a good  
indication of what interests, bias or attitudes the 
site’s authors have. 

 

 
Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

Children who are confident are motivated to engage in 
more experiences. 
Parents and carers play an important role in supporting 

children's developing curiosity and confidence.  

 

 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

Parent/carer session: Sexuality education  

We pleased to announce that Jenny Walsh, a key author of Catching On Early, will be presenting a sexuality  

education session to parents and carers on Tuesday, 7 August (7 – 8pm) in the WEB building on Clark Street. This 

session is open to all parents of students from Prep – Year 6. 
 

Catching On Early is an evidence-based resource founded on the latest research into sexuality education and 

child sexual development. The program uses active learning strategies to build on students’ early learning and 

experiences about gender, bodies and relationships. It combines the biological, social and emotional aspects of 

sexuality education to assist schools in meeting students’ needs as they relate to sexual growth and change. 
 

Jenny will talk about: 

 Putting sexuality education in context 

 What is and is not addressed by the program 

 Cyber safety-related issues such as sexting. 

 
For more details about the program, which is used at Westgarth, follow this link: 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=ee5cfd49-48e7-4698

-a06d-37e2e21cbbd9&SearchScope=Teacher  

2018 Australian Mathematics Competition 
Eighty-seven students, from Years 3 – 6, have registered for the 2018 Australian Mathematics Competition. The  
competition is for students of all standards. Students are asked to solve 30 problems in 60 minutes with these  
problems designed to test mathematical thinking. The problems get more difficult through the competition, so that at 
the end they are challenging to the most gifted students. 
 
Students will complete, under examination conditions, at school on Thursday, 9 August. 

 
To support and prepare your child for the competition, visit the following links: 
http://www.amtt.com.au/documents/ap2sample.pdf  
http://www.amt.edu.au/information/for-students/practice-problems  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=ee5cfd49-48e7-4698-a06d-37e2e21cbbd9&SearchScope=Teacher
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=ee5cfd49-48e7-4698-a06d-37e2e21cbbd9&SearchScope=Teacher
http://www.amtt.com.au/documents/ap2sample.pdf
http://www.amt.edu.au/information/for-students/practice-problems
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Child Care Subsidy Assessment 
Families are required to do a Centrelink Child Care 
Subsidy Assessment before July 2. 
 

You can do your assessment through myGov using 
your Centrelink online account. Or, through the  
Express Plus Centrelink mobile app.  
 

This is important, because if you don’t do your  
assessment, you may not receive any subsidy from  
July 2. 
 

To find out more, visit https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage 

Term 3Chess Club  
Enrol here! 

Years 3 –6 only, limited places 

 

Safety 

For All 

We ask  
families to tie 
up pets away 

from the 
school gate 

for the safety 
of everyone.  

Communications Working Party – Seeking Expressions of Interest 
 

At the June 2018 meeting, School Council formally approved the WPS Communications Working 
Party, a group of people who will be tasked with reviewing how the school and the community  
currently communicate with each other, and to develop recommendations for how the school and 
the community can communicate effectively (maximum reach) and efficiently (minimum effort) in the 
future. 
 

It is anticipated that the working party will consist of five (5) members of the community in addition to 
four (4) WPS staff. We anticipate that the Communications Working Party would meet 2-3 times 
each term for the remainder of 2018, before finalising recommendations for School Council in early 
2019.  
 

We are calling for expressions of interest from any members of our school community who have  
either expertise or interest (or both, of course!) in communications and who would be willing to  
contribute to this important project. 
 

If you are interested in contributing please submit your details via the following link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MVGNSY2 
 

Expressions of interest will close on Friday 20-July, with nominees to be contacted in the week  
commencing Monday 23-July. 
 
Regards,  
Glenn Richards 
Convener – WPS Communications Working Party 

https://www.education.gov.au/ChildCarePackage
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/chess_kids_t3_2018_gr_3__6.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MVGNSY2
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Division Cross Country 

We had 13 students compete in Division cross country at Bundoora Park on 13th June.  We 

shared a bus with Fairfield and Wales St Primary, which always adds to the excitement on 

the day.  Every single one of our students ran extremely well and all qualified through to the 

next stage (this has never happened before)! We celebrated back at school with our long 

standing tradition of sharing some hot chips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Cross Country  

Once again our 13 students were back at Bundoora Park to run their races.  There were  

students from far and wide so the standard was very high. All our students ran a fantastic 

race (and the sun was shining). Congratulations to all our runners – you must be very proud 

of your achievement.   

 

Emily P ran a great race and won the girls 12/13 event.  

Both Emily P and Sophie A are now through to State 

Cross Country on July 19.   

 

We wish them lots of luck! 

 

 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

Ben H, Matthew L, Zoe H, S, Jasmine S, Matilda H, 

Lila S, Lukee H, Cassius A, Kornelius J, Dylan C,  

Amara L & Emily P 

Zoe H, Sophie A, Emily P 
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 

Induction for Year 3 Volunteers Wednesday 27th June 9am – 10am 
If you missed the form your child brought home but are able to support the program  
please send an email for details to Mary or Virginia at one of the above addresses.  

We still need more. Muchas Gracias! 
Graduation Menu 
Pizza with Westgarth Pesto, Olives and Tomatoes  
Garden Salad with Westgarth Mushrooms and Pomegranates 
Gourmet Fruit Platter 
Apple and Rhubarb Muffins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We celebrated the kitchen Garden journey of our Grade Sixes and their volunteers with a graduation 
ceremony in a party atmosphere. The students showed their appreciation of the volunteers with 
beautiful thank you speeches and cards and gifts they had made.  Here you can see Seb  
celebrating with his grandmother Joy and mother Ro. Joy has offered to continue in the garden  
sessions and nurture our new and very keen Year threes. 
 

 

Pizzas are so versatile and very simple to 
make, even the dough. Why not make it a 
winter Sunday afternoon activity. You can 
prepare the dough any time in the afternoon 
(or the morning) and the family can share  4 
delicious hot pizzas for dinner. You can also 
make the dough the day before. 
 
Topping varieties are endless and you are 
bound to have something suitable in the 
fridge or garden.  
You will find the dough and the very simple 
fruit muffin recipes on the school website.  
I suggest you add more than the cup of fruit 
stated. This time we used at least 2 cups of 
uncooked small diced apples and rhubarb. 
We also added some cinnamon and nutmeg.  
ENJOY! 

Recipes, Click Here! 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 

It has been sad to say goodbye to our grade 6 gardeners. They have all done such a wonderful job in tending 

their class garden beds. They have harvested bok choy, spring onions, peas, lettuce, turnips, lettuce, rocket, 

radishes, English spinach – and still to harvest more of the same plus onions and carrots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Peter for building this intriguingly shaped herb bed from 

what was lying around. Once our soil supplies arrive, students will 

fill the garden bed and plant up with herbs and spices.  

End of Term Garden Sale 
 

A range of seedlings, produce and seeds 
will be offered for sale at our stall on the 

last day of school. Friday 29 June starting at 
8:30am. BYO bag or basket and gold coins 

for purchases. All proceeds to school.  
All items made and grown by WPS students 

 

Grade 5 students have been making 
their very own wicking pots from 
recycled milk cartons. Here is a 
wonderful diagram created by Asha 
about the process involved in  
making the wicking pot. 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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Chinese classes  

NI HAO, HEN HAO TING  
written by Moni Lai Storz, Principal,  
Storz Centre of Accelerated Learning Excellence. (SCALE) 
 
Hi Parents, Teachers & Students, 
 
A heart warming story about your children studying Chinese with us. A little one walked into class one day, 
looked up to me, (Granny Moni), and said: "I love learning Chinese".  All my problems melted away as I 
looked down on her face, her blue eyes shining and her long blonde hair tied back. I bent down and hugged 
her and told her "wo ai ni." (I love you in Mandarin Chinese). She hugged me back. Children, how we love 
them! They seem to know intuitively that I needed a hug that day. 
   
There are many challenges running an after school program in Chinese mandarin. One of the big ones is to 
do with our public transport. All our teachers except for 2 or 3 have no cars and rely on public transport to 
get them to school on time. All our teachers are told to arrive at 3.30pm or earlier as our Chinese classes 
start at 3.45pm. We do apologise if our teachers are late. I wish to thank those parents who waited. Your 
support is much appreciated.  Things like these can happen to anyone.  
 
A big thank you to all the schools and parents for your faith in us. We are now into our 4th year in offering an 
after school program for your children. In these four years, some of our students have graduated to high 
schools. Feedback from these students and their parents is that they are miles ahead in their Chinese classes 
in high school, compared to other students who did not do the subject during their primary school years.  
Ah, hen hao ting (good to hear). Good to know indeed.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all next term! 
We are now taking enrolments for beginners classes for 3rd term anyone interested please email  
olga@accschinese.com or call her on 0421 709 414 

 

Get your Entertainment Membership NOW to 
help Westgarth Primary School raise much 

needed funds for our MasterPlan! 
 
 

Help us raise for our School by buying an Entertainment  
Membership from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for 
everything you love to do in time for the school holidays, and help 

our fundraising at the same time. Hurry, Entertainment  
Memberships sell out quickly. 

 

Note there are some exciting new discount offers great for the 

School Holidays - Lego Land has joined and don’t forget there’s  

Luna Park, Strike Bowling, Bounce, Palace & Village Cinemas,  

Puffing Billy & many more.   

 

Check out the flick book below to see what’s available. 

 Click here! 

 

Available for purchase online or from the school office! 

mailto:olga@accschinese.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 


