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From the Principal 
Playground 
All students are enjoying the new playground equipment.  One told me, “…it’s really exciting to play on” and Lucas 
from year 3 told me that the circular slide is fantastic and he loves the climbing wall, all the monkey bars and the 
rope bridge.  It is also great to see many people enjoying the equipment after hours and we hope they continue to 
take care of it.  Of equal excitement is the development of our new Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden garden 
beds, which are in place and ready for use.  Our students are fortunate to be learning how to develop the beds 
from scratch, which is a valuable skill and new opportunity for this year’s students.  Furthermore, the new beds 
are more user friendly for the students who can now reach into the centre and easily access the beds for  
maintenance and planting.  We are yet to install the new compost bays, watering system and green house.   
These will be installed in the near future. 

 
Musical  
The musical is only four weeks away.  Tickets will be on sale shortly.  Information about ticket sales will be  
distributed this week.  Please check with your child’s teacher if you are unaware of the costume requirements.   
It promises to be a lovely school event so we hope to see you there.  Please note that due to the size of the school 
we are only able to offer two evening tickets per family so we would encourage you to come with siblings or  
extended family to the matinees.   

 
Stranger danger 
We have been informed that a middle-aged man handed a $1 000 000 note (brochure) to student with a religious 
message on the back, on Monday afternoon on her way home from school in Basting St.  It was also reported that 
he was doing the same at the local train station on a different day.  Police have been contacted and I walked 
around the local streets yesterday after school but he was not found.  It is timely to remind your children about 
talking to strangers in the street, what they can say or do if approached by someone they do not know. It is also a 
good idea where possible to walk in groups.  

 
Student wellbeing 
The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships learning materials have been designed by DET for teachers in 
primary and secondary schools to develop students’ social, emotional and positive relationship skills. Efforts to 
promote social and emotional skills and positive gender norms in children and young people has been shown to 
improve health related outcomes and subjective wellbeing. It also reduces antisocial behaviours including  
engagement in gender-related violence. 
The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) learning materials cover eight topics of Social and  
Emotional Learning across all levels of primary and secondary education: Emotional Literacy; Personal Strengths; 
Positive Coping; Problem Solving; Stress Management; Help Seeking; Gender and Identity; and Positive Gender 
Relationships. All students will be introduced to this new program at some stage throughout the year.  It supports 
the work we are already doing through our KidsMatter Framework and our sexuality education program.   

 
Regards,  
 
Jo Wheeler  
Principal 
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From the Principal

Curriculum Pupil Free Days

The Department of Education and Training provides 

schools with four pupil free days each year for staf f 

professional development and reporting. So far , this 

year we had January 30 for preparation and this 

term we have two days coming up. Thursday June 

8 will be a pupil free day for staf f to have a variety of 

professional development offerings. Teachers and 

Education Support staff will be involved in either 

leadership development, firs t  aid or developing state-

ments of learning so that students can track their 

own learning. Curriculum Day care is available so 

please book in through the OSHC booking process. 

Thursday June 29 will be parent/teacher interviews. 

Again, this is a pupil free day with interviews run -

ning from 11am on that day. More information will 

be forthcoming closer to the date. The fina l  pupi l 

free day is the Monday November 6, the day before 

Melbourne Cup Day.

Building Works Fund

We are very excited to have moved into our new 

music room and science rooms on Clarke St. The 

refurbishment of the old kinder on Clarke St was 

made possible from the wonderful donations to our 

Tax Deduction Building Fund from the generous 

Westgarth families and the money raised through 

the many school fundraising events including the 

fete. We would like to thank you all for your support 

in raising these funds. Your children’s education is 

benefit

t

ing from these devel opme nt s.  W e are hoping 

to fin

a

l ise and or der  the new pl aygr ound equi pme nt  

for the Clarke St site after school council tonight and 

it is anticipated the new playground will be installed 

just after the July holidays, with groundwork prepara -

tions completed in the holidays. We are excited to be 

fin

a

l ly openi ng the outside toilets on Brooke St today. 

We have had a hold up in the opening of the outside 

toilets on Brooke St due to some roofin

g

 issues.

This year, Westgarth Primary School is taking part 

in National Simultaneous Storytime. As the name 

suggests, everyone is encouraged to share with their 

class the selected text for this year, The Cow Tripped 

Over the Moon, written by one of our own parents, 

Tony Wilson. The aim of NSS is to encourage all 

children to read and share books so during the 

day students will be listening to and discussing the 

themes and ideas explored in the selected text. Tony 

will also be in the offic

e

 foyer  af ter  school  on the 

day, to showcase some of the books he has written 

as well as sign copies of, The Cow Tripped Over the 

Moon. Happy reading everyone! Dorothy (4AD)

Regards,

Jo Wheeler 

Principal
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A Big Thank You! 

 

The digital learning committee would like to thank Marta and Ben and the Grade 5’s who  
made this fantastic piece of artwork that is on display in the computer lab.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fete Plant Stall Planting Day 
 

 

The next planting day is on  
Sunday 17th September  

between 2pm and 4pm at  
38 Andrew Street Northcote.   

 
We will be replanting seedlings and cleaning pots. 

 

Hope you can make it. BYO gardening gloves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Diary Dates 2017 
Tues 15 Aug   Musical Tickets on sale 7am 
Tues 29 - 31 Aug  Westgarth Musical 
Fri 1 Sept   Fathers’ Day / Special Persons’ Day Stall 
Wed 13 - 15 Sept  Grade 4 Camp 
Wed 20 Sept  Prep - 2 Disco 
Sun 22 October   Whopping Great Fete 10am - 4pm 
Mon 6 November  Curriculum day* 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
 

Meetings 2017 
Education   Tues 8 August 7.00pm Staffroom 
RPWP    Wed 9 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
SAKGWP   Thurs 10 August 6.00pm Staffroom 
Policy    Fri 11 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
Environment  Mon 14 August 5.00pm Jo’s office 
Finance   Tues 15 August 8.30am Jo’s office 
OSHC    Wed 16 August 2.00pm Carolyn’s office 
Fete    Tues 22 August 7.30pm Staffroom 
School Council  Wed 23  August 7.00pm Staffroom 
 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 August  
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 

Musical Tickets 
Tickets go on sale Tuesday  

15 August at 7am. 
A note will be sent home today 

with information on how to  
purchase tickets for the matinee 
and the evening  performances.  

 
Please click here to view the  

above note.  
 
 

Grade 4 Camp Receipts 
 

Please collect camp receipts from the office.  
Any payments that have been made through Qkr will be receipted on the app.  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2017_musical__ticketing_information_draft.pdf


Raiders of the Lost Decades 

60’s     70’s     80’s 
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Musical Costumes  
The Musical is now only 4 weeks away. All children should have received a costume note by now, so please 
see your classroom teacher ASAP if you have not received yours.  
 
Thank you to those who have already sent in their costumes. Please remember to label all items. Masking 
tape works well and can be removed later. All costumes need to be at school in 2 weeks time (August 14th). 
Please speak to your classroom teacher if you are having any difficulties.  
 
 

Help Required—Contact Anita 
 If anyone has some spare wire coat hangers, could they please drop them in at the office 
 One more job requiring a volunteer to cut out shapes from fabric using a stencil. No sewing involved.  
 Still looking for 60’s ’pill box’ hats. We could use a number of these in the 60’s London scene.  
 
If you can help with any of the above, please email the school and mark attention Anita Hannaford.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help Required—Contact John 
We need the help of someone who has some basic carpentry skills to construct some theatre flat frames 
which we can cover in canvas and paint some scenery on.  
Here is a you tube clip roughly what I have in mind ……. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=287RvTRzpok 
 
I’m not a carpenter but it looks pretty easy. If you think you have what it takes, please contact John via the 
office or Flexibuzz and we can have a chat about it. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=287RvTRzpok


News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 

Grade 3 Andy—Volunteer call out for Garden classes  
 
Garden-a-go-go!! 
Yes, it’s all starting to happen in the new Kitchen Garden now. This second incantation of our Kitchen Garden 
will have a different design intent, and is modelled on ancient French Monastic gardens. The beds will be  
regularly shaped which will enable efficiencies in watering, pest control and planting. The beds are narrower, 
to allow for children to have easier access to all areas. All paths are a minimum width to enable safe and easy 
access for all abilities.  
This is only the second cohort in the last 10 years, to be involved in the establishment of a garden; and  
provides all students, volunteers and staff, with opportunities for new and interesting knowledge and skills.  
 
Stay tuned, or better still come and volunteer, for the ongoing journey of our new garden. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It was a Mexican menu in the kitchen last week. All names of the 
dishes were in Spanish and the children surprised  
themselves by knowing most of them. They also recognised some 
of the ingredients in Espanol. Again, it was impressive that some 
students were able to share their knowledge of the Aztec Indian 
legend symbol in the middle of the flag.  
 
 

 
If you decide to make the tortillas you can buy the corn flour at Casa Iberica 154 Fulham Road, Alphington  
or 25 Johnston Street, Fitzroy.  
They really do taste much more authentic with corn flour. You can buy the traditional presses there which 
could make a good Christmas present for an aspiring cook. 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 
 

Here is a flavoursome recipe for the Mexican version of rice pudding. We also included some of our own  
rhubarb on top which we baked in the oven with a little water and brown sugar. Any fruit added  
complements this dish.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      
 

Tortillas, Frijoles (Refried Beans) Guacamole, Arroz con Leche 

 
 

El Arroz con Leche 
 

Ingredientes 
1 cup short /medium grain rice 

2 slices of lemon rind 
1 stick cinnamon 

1 pinch of salt 
1 litre of full cream milk  

4 Tablespoons brown sugar 
Choc or Eau du cologne mint leaves for garnish  

(we used Eau du cologne which is also known as perennial basil) 
 

Método 
1. Measure the rice and put in the saucepan. Add one cup of water and stir the rice on a medium heat. 

2.   Add the cinnamon stick and lemon rind. Stir continuously. 
3.  Add milk about half a cup at a time. Turn heat to medium and stir for 2 minutes between each half cup 

until all milk is added.   
4.  After about 20 minutes it should start to become thicker. Add the sugar and stir through. 
5.  Stir on low heat for another 10 minutes until it is thick. Taste to check the rice is cooked. 

6.  Take out the lemon and cinnamon. 
7.  Serve into bowls, sprinkle with cinnamon and decorate with a mint leaf.   

   
Buen Provecho 

 
 
 
Thank you  
Mary and Virginia 
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DATES FOR TERM 3  
Wednesday 2 August: ” Screenagers “ at Westgarth Cinema 
Friday 1 September :  Father’s Day/Special Person’s Stall 
Sunday 10 September: Spring Picnic at Darebin Parklands 
Wednesday 20 September:  Prep-2 Disco  
 
 
SCREENAGERS this Wednesday 2 August @ 7pm 
Thank you to all those who have booked tickets – we are now sold out!  If you have purchased tickets and 
can no longer attend, please let Nerida know ASAP on 0421 350 854 so we can arrange for someone on the 
wait list to take it up and pay you.  
 
If you missed out and would still like to see the film at another time, please check  
https://fan-force.com/screenings/ for possible dates.  
 
 
FATHER’S / SPECIAL PERSON’S  DAY STALL  Friday 1 September 9am-1pm 
The Stall will be held on the day after the final performance of the Musical. There will be all sorts of goodies 
on offer for children to purchase for their loved one, but baked goods are still a popular item. So please make 
a note in your diaries to make a batch of biscuits/muffins or other favourites (no cream). A note will come 
home soon with more details. 
 
A big thank you to Michelle Wrench (Simon, 1 Sharon) who is coordinating this year’s Fathers’ Day / Special 
Persons’ Day Stall.  She would love to hear from anyone who can help set up and / or sell on Friday 1  
September. Please email her at mtwrench@gmail.com or text 0421 348 455.  
 
 
SPRING GET-TOGETHER  Sunday 10 September 
Come down to Darebin Parklands (near quarry section) on Sunday 10 September from 12.30pm and enjoy 
some company and let the kids have some fun with their friends. BYO Picnic.  
 
 
DADS DO THE  DISCO Wednesday 20 September 
The Prep to Two Disco will be largely run by Dads this year. Yay! Thank you to Eric Black (Niamh 2L, Seamus, 
Prep Kenji) for offering to step up.  Despite his heartfelt rendition of “Candy” at this year’s Idol, there will be 
no lollies at the Disco.   If you are interested in helping out, please contact him on erics.black@gmail.com or 
0427 404 447. 

 
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
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Westgarth Robotics Club at Robo cup 
 
Grade 6 team report 
Hi everyone, on the 22nd July the Westgarth  
Wombats (Dulcie, Liam, Matilda, Poppy M, Parker, 
Harper Bella) competed in Robo cup, a competition 
for Robot dancing and soccer playing.  
We competed in the dancing division with our  
pre-programmed robot Dave the Disco Duck.  
He danced to disco duck and so did we! Everyone 
enjoyed the show and we were so excited when we 
got to the finals. All the other teams were so good 
and we were surprised and overjoyed when we got 
second. It was a great day and we all enjoyed it. 
A massive thanks to Kerry and all the volunteers who 
helped us.  
Matilda 
 
Grade 5 team report 
MATCH REPORT 
WESTGARTH RABBITS 2 v MOUNT WAVERLEY 
The game commenced in an environment of anxiety. Tension filled the arena. Right from the kickoff it was 
apparent that Dave the goalkeeper was struggling with his spacial awareness..... Ada, on the other hand, was 
in sparkling form. Within minutes Ada had scored twice....unfortunately both goals were for the other side.... 
Dave was clearly suffering an injury and was temporarily removed. At half time, WR2 were down 2-0 
After some tweaks, Dave re-appeared for the second half and he immediately seemed more composed.  
Ada was in even better form and scored a cracking individual goal. Tension was high as the referee  
intervened to disallow an almost certain equalizer but WR2 maintained their focus and Ada again scored an 
absolute gem of a goal to level the scores. There were amazing scenes of jubilation. A draw seemed  
inevitable as the time was running out and WR2 would have been happy with that result but Ada was not 
done with yet. From the kick off Ada stormed forward, took control of the ball and buried it in the top  
corner!!!! Amazingly WR2 had come back from 2-0 down to win 3-2. What a game!!! 
 
WESTGARTH RABBITS v THE ROBOS 
Well, it was a tough day at the office against the highly fancied Robos. WR2 started out brilliantly and with 
the help of two own goals, quickly established a 2-0 lead. It appeared that a great result was on the cards. 
However, disaster struck in the second half with Robos discovering their mojo and completely dominating 
play. They scored in quick succession and defeat was grabbed from the jaws of victory.... 
 
WESTGARTH v WIZARDS 
This was winner take all. The maths was simple. Win and go through to the finals, lose and we can all go 
home....The team was tense as the reality of the stakes sunk in. That tension was eased when Ada scored the 
opening goal after 2 minutes. A great solo effort. Ada is quickly making a name for herself at these finals and 
has attracted the interest of some of the big European clubs. However, the Wizards were not going down 
lightly and equalised just before halftime. WR2 were going to have to dig deep in the second half. 
It became clear that whatever the coaches said at halftime worked as Ada scored a further two goals and the 
game was the Rabbits. Dave was like the proverbial bus parked in front of the goal allowing nothing to pass. 
Celebrations began even before the final whistle as it became clear that WR2 were going onto the finals.... 
 
 

Continued ... 



Westgarth Primary School 9 

Westgarth Robotics Club at Robo cup continued.. 
 
QUARTER FINAL 
WESTGARTH RABBITS 2 v BE UNITED (BEPS) 
Welcome to the knockout stages of Robocup. Nerves are high in the team, no one has slept for days.  
The coaches are completely strung out....The game is extremely tense. End to end football is the order of the 
day. The game is very physical with the BEPS forward seemingly intent on taking the dangerous Ada out of 
the game. The word is clearly out about Ada. The first half ends scoreless. 
The second half starts and the game starts much like the first half. End to end and physical. Then, Ada latches 
on to a loose ball and slams home the opener!!! 1-0. But, BEPS are not going to give up lightly and they strive 
to equalize. But, in their endeavours to score they leave themselves vulnerable at the back and Ada takes 
advantage and fires home the second!!!! 2-0 
 
SEMI FINAL 
WESTGARTH RABBITS 2 v GLEN WAVERLEY 
The return match. Time for revenge...or is it? A game of extreme highs and incredible lows. 1-0 down and 
then the equalizer. Half time comes around and it's level. Tension high. In the second half it turns towards 
WR2 and with the help of two own goals WR2 are up 3-1. But, it's not over till it's over, and the bogey team 
does it again. Two goals in as many minutes to level it up and we go to extra time. Golden goal. The game 
starts and is over in a blink of an eye. A tragic own goal is the difference. It was the identical story to game 1. 
Many lessons learned and the fire to win is still raging. WE WILL BE BACK!! 
 
Thanks to the school for their support and we are  
looking forward to attending the state finals  
Tuesday 15th August @ Melbourne University.  
 
This will be during school hours and an info pack will be 
being sent home to club members soon. 

 

SEEKING A FURNISHED HOUSE FOR TERM 4 
 

We are a Westgarth family (Niamh, 1VK) looking 
to house sit or rent a furnished house near WPS 
while we re renovate. 
We would be interested in somewhere for all or 
part of Term 4, or possibly beyond if available.  
We are happy to look after pets, garden, etc. 
 
Please contact Catriona on 0411098273 or  
catrionaelek@gmail.com if you might be able to 
help us out. 

House sitter Needed 
 

House-sitters wanted 18 Dec - 17 Jan for 3-bed 
house in Northcote/Fairfield, with 1 friendly 
cat.  Lovely house, child friendly, 5 min walk to 
Fairfield Station and shops.  Would be great for 
any families visiting over Xmas period.   
 
Please contact: Sasha 0433 479913 
or sashalbradbury@gmail.com 
 

 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 
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