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From the Principal 
Marriage Equality 
Renewed public debate around marriage equality and the merits of a plebiscite/postal vote may make this a particularly 
difficult time for our LGBTI community members.  Our school value ‘Respect’ outlines our commitment to being an  
inclusive community and having regard for the rights, beliefs and wishes of others. At this important point in time we 
must remain considerate and supportive of our students and families and be mindful of the personal impact this debate 
may be having on them. As represented in our new school logo the Rainbow Lorikeet, we celebrate the diversity of our 
community. 
 
Principal Day 

I would like to extend my gratitude to the students, School Council, Parents and Friends Club and 
staff for the lovely wishes and thanks in acknowledging Carolyn, Donald and I on Principal’s Day.   
As a self-reflective person I take time to think through the work I do and the decisions I make. 
While I know that I won’t be able to please everyone all of the time, the decisions I make and the 
actions I take, I do with the best interests of my students, families and staff in mind.  I would like to 
thank you in return for the support you give me.  As the saying goes, it takes a village to raise a 
child and in our case, it takes a community to support their education.  I am always happy to talk  
through issues and concerns. The week after Principal’s Day a former student approached me on a 
tram to thank me for the contribution I had made to her education and acknowledged the  
contributions I had made to her school.  This is my greatest reward and the reason I do this work.   

 
Robo Cup –  
Yesterday our Lego Robotics Club attended the Victorian State Finals of RoboCup  
Junior at Melbourne University.  The event is designed to introduce collaborative 
problem solving opportunities to both primary and secondary students that  
centre on robotics.  Our school competed in two events; dance and soccer.  
RoboCup Dance makes excellent integration of Science, Technology and the Arts.  
Our students managed to program their robots, including a head bopping  
robotic duck, to dance in time with music.  This meticulously planned and  
choreographed routine earned Westgarth a place in the finals and a trophy for 
our contribution in encouraging gender parity in STEM subjects.  
Our two RoboCup Soccer teams designed sets of robots, which they  
programmed to sense and kick an infra-red transmitting ball.  Such a task has prevented numerous challenges for the 
students, such as making sure that the robot attacks the correct goal and that goal keeper robots prevent the  
opposition team from scoring.  One of our teams managed to top their group and advance to the quarter finals, where 
they lost in a nail-biting game.  

 
We would like to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of our parent  
helpers involved in Lego Robotics at Westgarth.  In particular, Kerry Mahoney and 
Dan Tyrell who have led this program to provide such amazing opportunities for 
our students.   
Later this term our STEM for Girls, Code Club and Lego Robotics Club will be 
hosting an open afternoon in order for our school community to take a glimpse of 
the projects that these groups have been working on this year. 
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From the Principal

Curriculum Pupil Free Days

The Department of Education and Training provides 

schools with four pupil free days each year for staf f 

professional development and reporting. So far , this 

year we had January 30 for preparation and this 

term we have two days coming up. Thursday June 

8 will be a pupil free day for staf f to have a variety of 

professional development offerings. Teachers and 

Education Support staff will be involved in either 

leadership development, firs t  aid or developing state-

ments of learning so that students can track their 

own learning. Curriculum Day care is available so 

please book in through the OSHC booking process. 

Thursday June 29 will be parent/teacher interviews. 

Again, this is a pupil free day with interviews run -

ning from 11am on that day. More information will 

be forthcoming closer to the date. The fina l  pupi l 

free day is the Monday November 6, the day before 

Melbourne Cup Day.

Building Works Fund

We are very excited to have moved into our new 

music room and science rooms on Clarke St. The 

refurbishment of the old kinder on Clarke St was 

made possible from the wonderful donations to our 

Tax Deduction Building Fund from the generous 

Westgarth families and the money raised through 

the many school fundraising events including the 

fete. We would like to thank you all for your support 

in raising these funds. Your children’s education is 

benefit

t

ing from these devel opme nt s.  W e are hoping 

to fin

a

l ise and or der  the new pl aygr ound equi pme nt  

for the Clarke St site after school council tonight and 

it is anticipated the new playground will be installed 

just after the July holidays, with groundwork prepara -

tions completed in the holidays. We are excited to be 

fin

a

l ly openi ng the outside toilets on Brooke St today. 

We have had a hold up in the opening of the outside 

toilets on Brooke St due to some roofin

g

 issues.

This year, Westgarth Primary School is taking part 

in National Simultaneous Storytime. As the name 

suggests, everyone is encouraged to share with their 

class the selected text for this year, The Cow Tripped 

Over the Moon, written by one of our own parents, 

Tony Wilson. The aim of NSS is to encourage all 

children to read and share books so during the 

day students will be listening to and discussing the 

themes and ideas explored in the selected text. Tony 

will also be in the offic

e

 foyer  af ter  school  on the 

day, to showcase some of the books he has written 

as well as sign copies of, The Cow Tripped Over the 

Moon. Happy reading everyone! Dorothy (4AD)

Regards,

Jo Wheeler 

Principal

This newsletter is published on our school website.  



NAPLAN 
Yesterday we received our Naplan results.  We are very pleased with our students’ achievements.  Families will receive 
a copy of their child’s Naplan report later this week.  We will unpack the Naplan data at the next Education  
Sub-Committee meeting on Tuesday 12 September  2017. 
 
100 Days of School 
We had some very old looking preps celebrated their 100th day of school last week.   
We are very proud how well they have settled in to school and the progress they are making.  
 
 
 

Asbestos removal  
I would like to advise the school community that suspected asbestos-containing material (ACM) 
was recently found in soil on the Brooke Street school grounds. These areas have been isolated, and works to remove 
this bonded asbestos identified in the soil of the school will take place this Saturday, 19 August. Any visible fragments 
of suspected asbestos-containing material will be removed on the day and disposed of as asbestos waste. All asbestos 
removal and remediation works are conducted in strict accordance with the Victorian Occupational Health and Safety 
framework. Work will be undertaken by a Class A licensed asbestos removalist and an occupational hygienist engaged 
by the Department of Education and Training.  
As a further precaution, air quality monitoring will also take place during the removal process and a clearance  
certificate must be issued by the occupational hygienist before any person can access the area. 
In the interim, visible debris suspected of containing asbestos have been removed and air quality monitoring has been 
undertaken. To date, the results have been below detectable levels. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions, on 9481 5577. 
 
 

Regards,  
Jo Wheeler  
Principal     
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School Council News  
 

School Council Training 
Several of the School Councillors and myself recently attended School Governance training and President 
training, which was provided by the Department of Education and Training (DET) at Northcote High School.  
The training enabled a greater understanding of:  

 the framework within which our School Council operates;  

 the role and responsibilities we have, as councillors, to assist with governance of the School; 

 how we can act as an effective team and school council to support Jo, our Principal, to provide the best 
educational outcomes for our students. 

 
In addition to the training itself, it was very useful to meet presidents and councillors from other schools, 
both primary and secondary, and understand how they approach management and improvement of  
governance at their respective schools.  This provided a gauge on how capable we are as a School Council 
and I certainly feel that we have developed and implemented many processes over the last few years, which 
were discussed at the training as good practice, that enable us to operate effectively.  I believe our School 
Council strikes a balance between formal meeting procedures and a friendly atmosphere of cooperation to 
act as a strong team governing the direction of the School.  
 
There is always room for improvement of course.  To identify areas for improvement in addition to the  
annual School Council survey and Standing Order review School Council conducts, we also welcome input 
from our school community.  Any member of our school community can bring items to the School Council 
Agenda and can attend School Council meetings as an observer.  If you would like to table something for  
discussion at School Council or attend a meeting as an observer please feel free to contact me, Jo Wheeler  
or any of the School Councillors (this can be done through the School Office) and we can add it to the agenda 
on your behalf.  We also welcome additional assistance on our sub-committees, so again please contact us if 
you would like to become involved.  
 
Gary Selwyn,  
President  

Musical Update 
 
 
A reminder that students named costumes were due on Monday 14 August.   
 
Please also name student bags and hand to the classroom teacher. 
 
We still have many families who have not brought in their costumes.  There 
is alot of work to be done once costumes have arrived at school with trims to 
be attached and alterations made.  
 

It would be disappointing for students who perform without wearing a costume. We appreciate your  
immediate support with this reminder.  
 
Thank you,  
The Musical Team 



Diary Dates 2017 
Tues 29 - 31 Aug  Westgarth Musical 
Fri 1 Sept   Fathers’ Day / Special Persons’ Day Stall 
Wed 13 - 15 Sept  Grade 4 Camp 
Wed 20 Sept  Prep - 2 Disco 
Sun 22 October   Whopping Great Fete 10am - 4pm 
Mon 6 November  Curriculum day* 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
 

 
 
Meetings 2017    
Fete    Tues 22 August 7.30pm Staffroom 
School Council  Wed 23  August 7.00pm Staffroom 
 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 

Westgarth Primary School 5 

2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 August  
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 
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Sport News  
 

Grade 6 Mixed netball team  

Our mixed netball team took out the district banner, they were undefeated for the whole term.  It is the first time 

our school has taken out this honour so it was very exciting!  The team always has a great spirit about them and 

pass the ball around fairly and expertly.  Our team hosted a division final in the 2nd week of term.  We played two 

small catholic schools which merged as one team from Reservoir.  It was a fair game and there was a really nice  

atmosphere with lots of cheering each other on and clapping the opposition team when they scored a goal.  Sarah 

Lugton had to wear both her coaching and umpiring caps on that day.  Westgarth were the winners, which made us 

the Darebin Division champions!  We sent our 14 team members off to Regionals on Thursday 10th August.  As  

always Regionals is such a high standard but also a great learning experience for all.  Westgarth did us proud, scored 

some goals and defended well.  We didn’t progress through to the finals but we were proud of making it through to  

Regionals and playing competitive games.  Thanks to all  the parents that drove their children to Banyule for the 

comp and helped score and time keep.  Thank you to Sarah Lugton who coached the team to such a high level.   

The students are listed below: 

 
 

Grade 6 AFL team  

Our AFL team had an incredible season last term.  We played all the schools in our district and were undefeated.   

This meant that we moved on to the Division competition.  Our first game was the first week back this term.  I was 

on long service leave so Ruth Lynch stepped in as coach and did a wonderful job.   

Here is her analysis of the day:  

“Our year 6 AFL team did a great job representing Westgarth Primary in the division final. They showed great team 
work and sportsmanship in their victory over St Joseph the 
Worker, Reservoir. Joel and Lucas did a fantastic job as cap-
tain and vice captain, leading the team's 76 to 1 win.  
Highlights included Nathan's multiple goals, Maddie's skillful 
3rd quarter and Thom's incredible play which resulted in a 
goal during the final quarter. Special thanks to Roland's dad, 
Anthony, Nathan's mum Lori and Darcy's mum, Kate for  
scoring. Nick's dad, John for time keeping, Laird's mum, Inger 
for goal umpiring and Lachlan's dad, Scotty for field umpiring. 
Thanks also to all the families who came to support the team. 
The match concluded with 3 cheers all round, shaking of the 
oppositions' hands and a group huddle to belt out  
Westgarth Primary’s school song!” 
 
Our second division game was the following Thursday against Preston Primary.  We took 25 very eager grade 6  

students to McDonnel Park.  It was such a great game to watch – with many skilful passages of play.  Everyone 

played a role in our 118 to 6 win!  Once again, parents came down to help and cheer along our Westgarth team.  

Massive thanks to Scotty who umpired again, also to Inger who brought along goal umpire jackets, flags and our 

very own siren! Westgarth was crowned the Darebin Division champions, which meant that we were on to  

Regionals!  The Regionals were held out at St Helena on a very, very cold day last week.  We bussed it out there with 

Westgarth’s 25 champions (see below) and Harper’s dad Andrew who gave up a day’s leave to help out.  It was a 

round robin competition and the standard was very high.  Our first game was a tough one with students getting 

crunched in tackles and being sent off with the blood rule.  Unfortunately we lost to Glen Katharine but we kept our 

belief and then went on the beat our next opponents who had travelled from Sunbury.  We made it through to the 

semi final which was a challenging game but we won and made it through to the Grand Final.  We were one game 

away from the State finals!  The Grand Final was against Glen Katherine.   
                         Continued …. 

Katrina Isabelle Angus M Jasmine Neave Olivia C Matilda 

Julian L Tom L Kyle M Iggy N Thomas S Harrison Daniel R 



Sport News Continued.. 
 

They were an amazing team with some very big bodies, which we just could not match.  We were very proud of our 

efforts and especially proud of winning the second half of the game!  It was such a great experience for our students 

and I am so incredibly proud of them all.  Thanks to all the parents and grandparents they came to cheer us on and 

help with scoring (Roland’s dad, Anthony and goal umpire, Harper’s dad Andrew). 

 
Grade 6 District Basketball  

Each year our grade 6 students have the chance to compete in a day of basketball against local schools.  We had 2 

boy’s teams and 2 girl’s teams participate.  All students had fun playing basketball, helping with scoring, captaining, 

assistant coaching and cheering on friends.  The standard of basketball was very high.  We had one girls team and one 

boys team make it through to the finals which was fantastic.  Our boys team were 17 all at final time and had to play 

extra time but narrowly lost to the district champions.   Thanks to Anthony who coached the boys team and Tanya who 

scored. 

Westgarth Athletics Carnival  

Wow what a wonderful day we had at Collingwood Harriers for our Athletics Carnival.  It was a gorgeous sunny  
morning, it got a little chilly in the afternoon but that certainly didn’t slow any of our students down! As always, all the 
students and teachers went to great lengths to dress up in their House Colours.  This year the captains and vice  
captains spent a lot of their lunchtimes over the last month or so painting and decorating their house banners and 
working on the songs and chants.  The standard this year was incredibly high.  Well done to all the sport captains and 
vice captains!  
We started the day off with the House chants which set the mood for the day!  Aimee judged it this year and gave  
Urquhart the points for their clear and catchy song.  Marta, our artistic judge had the honours of judging the banners 
and was impressed with all of them but gave the points to Gerrard.  All the students had such a wonderful day and 
competed to the best of their ability.  We had record numbers of students running in the optional 800 metre event 
which was so great to see.  All the teachers were very impressed with students being great sports and many ribbons 
were given out for cheering on classmates, shaking hands at the end of events and helping others when needed. 
Thank you to all the teachers for running the field events, marshalling students, judging the track events, first aid,  
supervising and general support.  It was the first year we were able to get through every student in each event.   
We had a huge number of parents helping out with timing, measuring, raking and scoring.  The parents who were  
rostered on were invaluable – many parents turned up on the day to help out as well. I don’t want to name parents 
with the fear of missing someone.  Thank you to all the parents that were there!  
All students contributed to their house by gaining points for placings or being a good sport.  
 Please see below – it was very close! 
 

 
Sporting Schools Netball Clinics 

The grade 3s will be involved in a 4 week netball program run by Sporting Schools Australia.  The program is a federal 

government initiative and is fully funded.  All of our grade 3s will have one session each Tuesday for 4 weeks (22/8, 

5/9, 12/9 & 19/9).  Please make sure your child is dressed for sport on those days.  Have fun! 
 

Sport Diary Dates Term 3  

Monday 11th September District athletics (selected students only) 

Thursday 21st September Grade 6 girl’s district soccer day 
 

 

Thanks,  

Rushe 

Westgarth’s victorious grade 6 AFL team 

Darcy W Samuel Hunter Jonah Jules P Thom Nathan 

Thomas MP Joel Nick Holly Dulcie Kushe Harper 

Liam Leo C Lachlan Laird Zach Bella Hamish 

Raj Roland Maddie Lucas       

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 4th place 

Gerrard Urquhart Walker Rucker 

1950 points 1775 points 1730 points 1455 points 
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What’s going on with the Fete? 
Things have been a bit quiet from the Whopping Great Fete team but that doesn’t mean we aren’t working 
away madly on the fete! This is the FINAL CALL for stalls. If you have a stall idea we’d love to hear from you, 
contact Julia on 0400 067 758 or juliakellytravel@hotmail.com. 
 
So how’s the Whopping Great Fete shaping up? Check out https://westgarthfete.com/ and find out. We’ve 
updated the fete website to show what’s going on this year and will continue to do so as we finalise all the 
stalls. I know some kids are eager to see the rides and activities (Any new rides? Is Lasertag back? What 
about the roller disco?). Head over to the website and find out.  
 
We need a Certified Electrician 
Really, really. We’ve been putting the call out around the school. Rumour has it there might be a couple of 
utes with electrician stuff on the back of them at pick up. It’s a vital job at the fete and we would love to see 
it taken over by a Westgarth parent or carer. Please contact Julia 0400 067 758. 

 

Callout for stage performers at the Whopping Great Fete  
It’s time to get moving on the stage line-up so if you are interested in doing a set on 
the stage can you please contact Matt Rodd on 0415 188 202 or 
mattyrodd@yahoo.com.au. 
 

Let Matt know what you would like to do (Music, Dance etc), if there are any requirements for the stage 
(some equipment will be available on the day) preferences for time-slots etc.  
 
Can’t wait to see this year’s line-up, Westgarth is well known for its talented performers.  

 

Handmakers of Westgarth unite and come together  

- we need you!  

 

The fete is held in around nine weeks and it's time to sharpen your tools get out your needles and scissors, 
paints and inks and start making some fab donations to make our stall the best one yet.   
Ideas: Ceramics - bowls and pots, mugs and jugs, Wood-toys and plant boxes, candle holders, frames and 
small shelves. Weavers can you make us a wall hanging? Handy with a pen paint or ink? Can you make us 
some artistic works, framed or unframed, tiny, small or huge that we can add to our stall? Sewers, can you 
knock up some cushions, embroiderers can you use your skills to make small brooches or anything you like 
really!?  
We will be holding another Makers Afternoon on August 27 in the Farmhouse from 1-5 (ish) where we will 
be doing some stencilling and screen printing - keep an eye on the WGPS Makers Group on Facebook for 
more details.  
Please contact Jo T - 0435 092 024 or Jo B - 0428 160 228 with any ideas or drop off/pick ups of your  
donations.  

https://westgarthfete.com/


 
 

DATES FOR TERM 3  
Friday 1 September :  Father’s Day/Special Person’s Stall 
Sunday 10 September: Spring Picnic at Darebin Parklands 
Wednesday 20 September:  Prep-2 Disco  
 
SCREENAGERS  
We had a full house for the screening, which was very informative and thought provoking. I think the take-home message was for 
adults to examine their own screen use, talk together as a family about appropriate boundaries, and spend time on other activities 
(especially outdoors). So come on down to our Spring Picnic ! There is more information and resources at screenagersmovie.com 
or if you want to catch another screening see https://fan-force.com/screenings/ for possible dates. 
 
FATHER’S / SPECIAL PERSON’S  DAY STALL  Friday 1 September 9am-1pm 
 
Fathers/ Special Person's day stall is taking place on the 1st September, between 9:00am to 1pm. It's an opportunity for the  
children to think about others and to choose something for their special person in their 
life. A reminder will be sent out closer to the date. 
 
This year the stall will be the Friday after the musical, it's a busy week but we can't change 
Fathers Day. We still need your help on the day and with baking, so please step up and 
support us. 
 
STALL AND BAKING HELP- One hourly blocks of helpers are needed on the day 
from 8:15am to 1:00pm. Please contact Michelle Wrench if you can 
help, mtwrench@gmail.com or 0431 348 455. 
 
Baking is also needed- Items that ideally last until Sunday please and NO NUTS or cream. Bags will be at the office for you to pack-
age them in. Please label the packets with all the ingredients. 
 
Thank you in advance for all the assistance in making a great day for the kids and their special people.  

SPRING GET-TOGETHER  Sunday 10 September 
Come down to Darebin Parklands (near quarry section) on Sunday 10 September from 12.30pm and enjoy some company and let 
the kids have some fun with their friends. BYO Picnic.  
 
PREP- DISCO 2 DISCO 
Thank you to those who are signing up to help Eric Black run the disco this year.  Please note that all children need to have a  
nominated parent to supervise them during the event, as this is not a school-led event.  
Is There a Doctor In The House? Or nurse? Or Ambo?  
A first aid volunteer's presence  is required for the Prep-Year 2 Disco. Should be the easiest shift you've ever had-  6:00 to 7:30 on 
20 September 2017.  We'll even throw in a free bag of chips.  
Please contact Eric Black on 0427 404 447 or erics.black@gmail.com  

 

 

Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

CALLING VOLUNTEERS   
Garden volunteers needed for 3 Andy/Josie and 3 Sarah.  

If you are able to contribute even on an occasional basis please email Virginia  
on the above address to express interest or make any inquiries.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      

 
In the kitchen the Year 3s have been mastering the art of cutting fruit and vegetables safely  
and effectively. The Year 4s and 5s have had some focussed time revising their skills as well.  

 
One of the Year 3 students, Xiomara is happy to share the above  

diagram and instructions so children can practice at home.  
 

Cooking doesn’t have to be a full dish but can be something like making a nibble platter  
with easy cutting fruit and vegetables like bananas, strawberries, apples (core cut out),  
cucumbers, carrots and cherry tomatoes. It is a great way to start practising at home.  

You can get your child to demonstrate the bear claw, the bridge and the top chop.   
 

 
Thank you  
Mary and Virginia 
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Start your family’s new Father’s Day tradition this year at the  
YMCA Father’s Day Fun Run on Sunday 3 September!  
 
Held at Melbourne’s iconic Tan track, choose from the 5km or 10km 
courses and join in the fun.  
 
There will be plenty of on-course entertainment and Event  
Village activities for the whole family. The kids (and big kids!) will love 
everything about Melbourne’s newest Father’s Day celebration.  

 
Find out more and register at fathersdayfunrun.org.au Family discounted entries are available. 

 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 
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