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From the Acting Principal - Donald Eddington 
¡Hola, adios, felicitaciones y gracias!  

It has been lovely greeting and farewelling students and their families at the start and end of each school day. I  

alternate between the main entrance on Brooke Street and the Newmarket Street entrance on Clarke Street. Please 

come over for a chat. 

Congratulations to Emily (6M) and Sophie (6T) who competed in the State Cross Country on Thursday, 19 July. These 

students did a fantastic job at representing our school and came 32nd and 49th in their respective races. A big  

felicitaciones (congratulations) to them both! 

Gracias (thank you) to the hard working Super Science Club team of parents and carers who do a wonderful job of 

providing the school community with additional, engaging opportunities and experiences. Unfortunately, they had to 

cancel the astronomy night last Thursday due to cloud. 

On Friday, Darebin Council replaced the school crossing with a permanent pedestrian (zebra) crossing on the corner of 

Newmarket and Brooke Streets. When travelling towards a pedestrian crossing, 

you must drive at a speed so that you can stop safely. At a pedestrian crossing 

you must: 

 Give way to any pedestrian on the crossing . 

 Not overtake another vehicle which has stopped at the crossing. 

Even though we now have a permanent pedestrian (zebra) crossing, please talk 

to your child about remembering to stop, look and listen for cars. This outcome 

has been years in the making and is a result of Jo and Carolyn’s work with 

Darebin Council. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

Preparations for this year's Whopping 
Great Fete are well underway. 

Sunday, 21 October - now less than three 
months away!  
 
 
 
A second electrician is a big request. There’s a 
fair bit to do across the fete weekend to be sure everyone is safe and ensure food stalls are open for business all day. If 
you have the qualifications and time or can help us rustle up someone who does, please get in touch! 
The following staples of the Westgarth fete experience are also looking for a new champion.  
Zombie zone.  Popular, we’d love to offer this again this year.  
Trash n Treasure.   Recycling the weird and wonderful.    
Books.  Always busy.  

Otherwise, plenty of options to chip in, just an hour or two at some point over the fete weekend would be a big help. 
The heavy logistics gears up on the Friday. Then there's setting up marquees on the Saturday, trestles and chairs on the  
Sunday morning, helping wash up all day long, or packing down and cleaning up after 4pm on the Sunday afternoon.  
 

Finally any parent or carer with a bright idea for a new experience, new food stall or new market stall, please let us 
know.   
 

Contact Ian Rogers on 0409 716 442 or ianrogers717@gmail.com  

mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
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Westgarth invited to present at the Education State in Schools Forum 

Westgarth Primary School has been invited to be part of a ‘live case study’  
on family engagement for the Education State in Schools forum on 1 August.  
On behalf of Jo who is on leave, Erika Hellstrom (Prep and Year 4 parent) and I will  
share ways our school collectively engages parents/carers in partnerships for student  
learning, engagement and wellbeing.  
For example, classroom volunteers, working parties and committees, providing parent/carer programs (such as 
the forthcoming session on sexuality education), promoting authentic opportunities to be involved in  
decision-making (e.g., changes to the report format) and taking on board suggestions (e.g., our involvement in 
the Australian Mathematics Competition). 

Parent/carer program: Sexuality education 

We pleased to announce that Jenny Walsh, a key author of Catching On Early  

(a program that is used at Westgarth) will be presenting a sexuality education session  

for parents and carers on Tuesday, 7 August (7 – 8pm) in the WEB building on  

Clark Street.  

 

This session is open to all parents/carers of students from Prep – Year 6. 
Jenny will talk about: 
 Putting sexuality education in context. 

 What is and is not addressed by the program. 

 Cyber safety-related issues such as sexting. 

 

 

  
 

Please note: 
If you are unable to make other arrangements, child minding for school-age children will be in place for 
this session. 
Parents/carers wishing to avail themselves of this service need to book, no later than 6 August, via: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Catching_On_child_minding 
Due to adult-to-child ratios, we are only provide child minding for students who have been registered for 
a place. Thank you in advance for your support with these arrangements. 

Student wellbeing 

KidsMatter survey 

An important aspect of implementing KidsMatter (student mental health and wellbeing) framework at Westgarth 
is the consultation process with parents and carers. Your perceptions of the school in relation to our work in the 
area of mental health and wellbeing is important and it allows us to identify our strengths and areas for  
improvement so we can continue to improve. Responses are anonymous and only summarised results are  
reported. Please click this link to complete the short survey. We appreciate your time and feedback to help us 
continue to improve student wellbeing. 
 
The Buddy Run 

The Alannah and Madeline Foundation are holding an anti-bullying fun run for kids. The  
Buddy Run will take place on Sunday 21 October 2018 at the Alexandra Gardens from 10:00am. 
The Buddy Run promotes inclusion, respect and encourages kids to say no to bullying.  

Breakfast will be provided on the day, plus loads of fun activities for children.  
Click this link to register for this important family event. 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/LandingPage?ObjectId=ee5cfd49-48e7-4698-a06d-37e2e21cbbd9&SearchScope=Teacher
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Catching_On_child_minding
https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=140124ef0657b439330
https://www.buddyrun.org.au/?_cldee=ZWRkaW5ndG9uLmRvbmFsZC5mQGVkdW1haWwudmljLmdvdi5hdQ%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-944e8c5435e0e111bc3f984be1731321-7cac65a7e12444bbae4cfebbe24d51d2&esid=2149214e-9f88-e811-bd6c-0050569679a6
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School community attitudes towards alcohol at Westgarth Primary School events 
To assist School Council understanding school community attitudes to alcohol consumption at  
Westgarth Primary School (WPS) events we would welcome your completion of this short survey. 
 

Such that the outcomes of the survey reflect the school community, we encourage each individual adult 
member of the school community (that is, parents, carers, teachers, etc.) to complete this survey.  
 

In line with State Government and Department of Education and Training policy development guidelines, School 
Council is seeking to gauge school community attitudes with respect to alcohol consumption by adults within the 
school community at school events when students/children both are and are not present.   
 

The survey questions are restricted to those types of school events that are generally encountered/held, with the 
survey mainly related to consumption of alcohol on school premises.  We are, however, also interested in attitudes 
to consumption at school events held off school premises when students are present.     
 

School Council will use the outcomes from the survey to determine whether alcohol consumption will be  
approved, on a case-by-case basis, at school events (that is, approval may be dependent upon the type of event 
being conducted). 
 

The basis for this survey is from the Victoria State Government, Department of Education and Training School  
Policy and Advisory Guide: Alcohol (https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/
alcohol.aspx) 
 

This survey does not relate to school camps and excursions, which are mandated as alcohol-free. 
 

Not with standing the outcomes of the survey, any consumption of alcohol on school premises at school events, if 
approved by School Council, must adhere to legislative requirements such as ensuring the responsible serving of 
alcohol. 
 

Thank you in advance for completing this short, anonymous survey. There are five (5) questions to complete. 
Please click this link to respond: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/alcohol_school_events  
 

Gary Selwyn 
School Council President 
Westgarth Primary School 

Students and sustainability 

Our school promotes and recognises sustainability practices by students through its Golden lunchbox and Golden 
boot awards, which are announced during Monday assembly. 
 

 

 

Golden lunchbox 

Grades with the greatest percentage of rubbish-free 
lunches this fortnight are: 
2 Tom, 3 Gaye (23 July) 
2 Alex, 3 Justyn (30 July) 

Golden boot 

Grades with the greatest percentage of active travel 
this fortnight are: 
1 Vicky, 3 Ruth/Taryn (23 July) 
1 Sophie, 5 Sharon (30 July) 

 

Parent opinion survey 

Randomly selected parents/carers have been invited to participate in the Parent Opinion 
survey via an email from Nella on 18 July. Your opinions are important to us and will  
contribute to the management and organisation of our school so we encourage you to 
check if you received a survey and complete it. 
 The survey is anonymous. 
 It should take 10-15 minutes to complete. 
 The survey is open until Sunday, 26 August 2018. 
Response rate target: 100 Number of responses to date: 86 

Will your family be at Westgarth next year? 

If your child is in Prep – Year 5, and will not be attending Westgarth next year, please let 
the office know as soon as possible so we can factor this into our 2019 planning. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/alcohol.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/alcohol.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/alcohol_school_events


Diary Dates 2018 
TERM 3 
Thurs 2 Aug     Year 4 Camp Parent Information Session 6-7pm - 4S/4PJ Portable Clarke St 
Tues 7 Aug     Parent/Carer Program: Sexuality Education  - WEB Building 7-8pm 
      Year 3 - 4 First Aid Course 
Thurs 9 Aug     2018 Year 3-6 Australian Maths Competition 
Tue 14 Aug     Kids Matter Committee Meeting 6pm 
Mon 20 - 24 Aug    Book Week  
Tues 21 Aug     Year 4-6 Athletics Day (Collingwood Harriers Track)
      Year 3 Athletics Fun Day (Clarke Street) 
Thurs 6 Sept     AFL Dress up Day—Gold coin donation 
Fri 7 Sept     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Mon 10 Sept    District Athletics (Collingwood Harriers Track) 
Wed 12 Sept    Reaching for the Stars concludes  
Mon 12 - 14 Sept    Year 4 Camp 
Wed 19 Sept    Family Maths Night 

TERM 4 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
Environment Tues 31 July 5pm Jo’s Office 
Finance  Tues 7 Aug 8:00am Jo’s Office 
OSHC      Wed 8 Aug 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
School Council Wed 15 August 7:00pm Resource Room 
Education Wed 22 August 7:00pm Resource Room  
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 15 August 
Wed 12 September 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

On Tuesday 7  
August, all year 3 and 4 

students will  
participate in a First 

Aid course run by 
 St John’s  

Ambulance. Each class will attend a 45 minute  
session, and there is no cost for this activity. 

 
 
 
 
Junior School Council raised a total of  

$492.40 
 for State Schools Relief fund.  

 

Monday 20 August 

There will be visiting authors 

or  

illustrators for each year level 

as well as various classroom  

activities throughout the 
Monday 20—Friday 24  

August 
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

There are a few things to be aware of if you 
want to keep your computer, tablet device or 
phone in good shape.   
 
 
 
 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

Children’s decision making is strongly influenced by 

the expectations and values they learn from those 

around them. This occurs through observing others 

(particularly those close to them), hearing about and 

discussing values, and having opportunities to make 

decisions and experience their consequences. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

Extra Curricular Programs - 'Reaching for the Stars' STEM Club. 
  

Our Reaching for the Stars program is one of many avenues that we provide students with optional extra-curricular activities to 

extend their learning and experiences beyond the classroom.   

 

Our Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) Club is one such program.  

Recently our year 5 and 6 students have been challenged to learn the basics of 

some text-based coding languages including JavaScript and Swift. 

Above: Daisy and Georgia have been completing modules on 

Swift Playgrounds to learn a programming language designed 

by Apple for iPad. 

Left: Alexander, Liam, Kiki, Harry and Ryan work together to  

program robotic balls (Spheros) to draw shapes on the floor 

using JavaScript. 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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State Cross Country 

Both Emily P and Sophie A competed at the State Cross Country event on Thursday 19 July.  

It was a very windy day and the course was extra hard with more uphill than down!  Both 

the girls ran against the top 88 students in the state and did extremely well.  Emily came 

32nd and Sophie came 49th.  Such an incredible achievement!  

 

Division mixed netball 
Westgarth’s mixed netball team finished on top of our district ladder with an unbeaten season! This 

meant the team qualified for the next level; division.  On Friday 27 July, our team travelled to  

Preston North East for the match.  It was a tough contest and we only fell short by 4 goals.  The team 

had such a tremendous season.  Thank you to the parents that drove students to the match.   

Congratulations to the teachers who coached and umpired the team, Maddie, Tessa & Sharon.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 sport diary dates 
Wednesday 8 August Grade 6 district basketball (Interested grade 6 students only)  

@ Coburg basketball stadium 

Tuesday 21 August Grade 4-6 Westgarth athletics day @ Collingwood athletics track 

Tuesday 21 August Grade 3 Athletics fun day @ Westgarth PS 

Monday 10 September Grade 4-6 District athletics day (qualified students only)  

@ Coburg athletics track 

Wednesday 19 September Grade 6 district girl’s soccer day (interested students only)  

@ McDonnel oval 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE 

Above: Simon W, Luke P, Spencer B, Jacqui B, Amy H, Matilda T, Thomas BC, Seb PS, 

Luke S & Pippi A 
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
Year Threes 
Our keen and curious Year Threes began their kitchen garden journey with introductory sessions 
over the  last 2 weeks. We now welcome the parent volunteers from Monday 30 July in the garden 
sessions and Thursday 2 August in the kitchen. Unless you are already registered at the office 
please remember to bring your Working With Children cards. 
 
 
Mid Winter Menu 
 Leek and Vegetable Risotto 
 White Bean Dip with Carrot Sticks 
 Winter Fattoush 
 Apple and Rhubarb Crumble 
 
A risotto is a wonderful way to use whatever 
vegetables you have available in the garden or 
fridge. 
Over the week we were able to use the various 
vegetables ready to harvest at the time -   
broccoli, carrot, leeks, peas, silver beet, spinach, 
sorrel and even a large tin of corn donated from 
the fete.  
 
 
Our crunchy Winter Fattoush was very popular and is a great way to use up stale pita bread. We 
were fortunate to still have our own pomegranates for garnish to complement the pomegranate 
dressing.  
 
You will find the Fattoush and the White Bean Dip recipes on the school website. There is also a  
risotto from earlier years. Ours was similar. You can adjust ingredients like butter to suit your  
preference. There is also a Rhubarb and Apple Crumble from previous years. We simplified ours by 
cutting the apple and rhubarb quite small and putting the fruit directly into the oven dish and  
baking it with the crumble on top. 
Enjoy! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Left: Winter Vegetable  Risotto 

Below: White bean Dip 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS CHERRIES ARE COMING!!   
 
 
 
Take the stress out of your Christmas planning and 
put Christmas Cherries at the top of the list for a gift 
that is healthy, festive, locally sourced, and downright 
yummy. PLUS, you will be giving an extra gift to your 
children – money to our school! Order Forms and 
more information relating to costs will be available mid 
term 4.  
 
Note it in your diary, and tell your friends and family 
too. Cherries will be supplied by Koala Cherries.  

 
 
 
 

AFL Dress up Day  
Thursday 6 September 

 
Students can donate $1.00 and come to school  

dressed in their favourite AFL team colours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FURS - Westgarth Primary School's Recycled Uniform service -  
Saturday 4 August 10am - 4pm 

At: 100 Thomson Street, Northcote 
 
Drop in anytime during the day if you need any uniforms. If you can't make it then, drop me an email 
and I'll be happy to help sashalbradbury@gmail.com 
 
Don't forget you can drop old uniforms off anytime, at the school office or at the address above. 
 
 

 
Thank you,  
Michelle, Nerida, Fiona and Tanya  
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 

http://www.koalacherries.com.au
mailto:sashalbradbury@gmail.com
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 


