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From the Acting Principal - Donald Eddington 
I have been talking with Prep, Year 1 and 3 students as part of classroom 
visits this fortnight. Our students always impress me with the way that 
they can articulate their learning. It is such a delight chatting to them 
when they are learning, eating lunch or out in the yard. 
It was great to see so many parents and carers at the Catching On Early: 
Sexuality education session on Tuesday, 7 August. Feedback from  
attendees was that the session has helped them to put sexuality  
education in context and develop their understanding of what is and is 
not addressed by the program used at Westgarth.  
Our website contains links to the Catching On Early program and other 
resources from Jenny Walsh. Visit: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/269/Health  
Thank you to Erika Hellstrom (Prep and Year 4 parent) who did a wonderful job sharing Westgarth’s work and her  
experiences around building community engagement at the Education State In Schools forum the other week.  
Of particular interest to the senior Department staff was how they could learn from Westgarth to support broader  
community engagement across all Victorian Schools. 

 
Student transitions 
The transition to school can be a tricky one for some students. Our Prep  
teachers – Ellie Jarrett, Stacey Harris, Kenji Thompson, Siobhan Matuska and 
most recently Vivian Denke – have worked hard to ensure that the newest  
members of the Westgarth Primary School community have a strong sense of 
belonging and connection to their peers and the school. 
Transition programs also play an important role when students change year  
levels, as well as when new students enrol at our school. A new family shared a 
heart-warming anecdote with me last week: “[Child’s name] feels so at home 
here. The teachers and students are kind and friendly.” 
Darebin Council will be providing a publication, Joining the dots, to support  
students’ transition from primary to secondary school. This publication will be  
sent home with Year 4 and 6 students once we receive it. 
 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

Sexuality education: Parent and carer session 

Preps celebrating 100 days of school 

Support Staff Week (13 – 17 August) 
 

This week we are recognising and celebrating our Education Support (ES) staff. Westgarth has  

incredible support staff who do an amazing job to ensure our school runs effectively, and that  

our students are safe, cared for and supported with their learning. Thank you to Susan Price,  

Nella Bordin, Jess Williams, Michelle Thompson, Dallas Johnson, Meg Kossatz, Nathan Skinner,  

Dianne Begg, Virginia Millard, Mary Egan, Mike Pickard, Maria Kontovagios, Muhammad  

Rasheed and Peter Steckyj for everything that they do. It is very much appreciated. 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/269/Health
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High expectations and Learner agency 

The 2018 Year 4 – 6 Attitudes to School Survey data reports that 91% of Westgarth students  
believe that their teacher has high expectations for their success. Teachers’ high expectations  
for their students is linked to students’ motivational, behavioural and academic performance  
outcomes. Congratulations to staff for maintaining high expectations for our students. 
Learner agency gives students the power to direct and take responsibility for their learning, creating  
independent and self-regulating learners. The development and implementation of Westgarth’s literacy and  
numeracy tracking sheets (‘I can’ statements) promotes learner agency, and is helping our students to: 
 Identify what they can already do, say, make and record. 

 Pinpoint what they still need to do to make progress. 

 Become autonomous learners as they self-monitor, assess and track their learning. 

To date, teachers have reported that this focus on learner agency has already: 
 Improved student learning outcomes and levels of engagement. 

 Made the curriculum more visible to students. 

 Empowered students to take greater ownership of their learning and to ‘go further’ with it. 

Megan Robertson (Year 5 teacher) and Rose Gordon (Year 1 teacher) recently shared the school’s collective work 
in the area of learner agency with Wales Street and Crib Point Primary Schools as part of a research circle. 

 

Parent opinion survey 

We have increased the number of parents and carers invited to participate in the 
2018 Parent Opinion Survey so we have a broader range of community responses.  
Randomly selected parents/carers have been invited to participate in the survey via 
an email from Donald on 3 August. Your opinions are important to us and will  
contribute to the management and organisation of our school so we encourage you 
to check if you received a survey and complete it. 
 The survey is anonymous. 
 It should take 10-15 minutes to complete. 
 The survey is open until Sunday, 26 August 2018. 

Response rate target: 100 Number of responses to date: 98 

 

KidsMatter survey 

An important aspect of implementing KidsMatter (student mental health and  
wellbeing) framework at Westgarth is the consultation process with parents and 
carers. Your perceptions of the school in relation to our work in the area of mental 
health and wellbeing is important and it allows us to identify our strengths and  
areas for improvement so we can continue to improve. Responses are anonymous 
and only summarised results are reported. Please click this link to complete the 
short survey. We appreciate your time and feedback to help us continue to improve 
student wellbeing. This survey is also open until Sunday, 26 August 2018. 

DRAFT Student pledge 

Our School Captains have been working on a pledge that reflects our school values. The draft  
has had the input of staff and Junior School Council members. Input from parents and carers  
are welcome and can be discussed at the next Education sub-committee meeting on  
Wednesday, 22 August. 
To read the DRAFT student pledge, visit: 
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/252/School-Council-Sub-Committee-Meeting-Agendas 

 

School Captains draft a 

school values pledge.

Staff provide feedback 

on  draft 1 of the pledge.

Junior School Council 

provide feedbcak on the 

draft 2 of the pledge.

Parents and carers 

provide feedbcak on the 

draft 3 of the pledge.

Draft 4 of the pledge 

presented to School 

Council.

https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=140124ef0657b439330
https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=140124ef0657b439330
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/252/School-Council-Sub-Committee-Meeting-Agendas
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Students and sustainability 

Our school promotes and recognises sustainability practices by students through its Golden lunchbox and Golden 
boot awards, which are announced during Monday assembly. 
 

 

 

Golden lunchbox 

Grades with the greatest percentage of rubbish-free 
lunches this fortnight are: 
 Prep Vivian, 6 Mhairi  (6 August) 
 2 Mark, 3 Justyn (13 August)  

Golden boot 

Grades with the greatest percentage of active travel 
this fortnight are: 
 1 Sophie, 5 Megan (6 August) 
 1 Sophie, 6 Tess (13 August)  

Will your family be at Westgarth next year? 

If your child is in Prep – Year 5, and will not be attending Westgarth next year, please  
let the office know as soon as possible so we can factor this into our 2019 planning. 
 

 

2019 class placements 

Do you feel that there is information that the school needs to consider, and is not  
currently aware, for your child’s 2019 class placement? You may recall from  

Newsletter 10 (12 June), an appointment needs to be made with me (term 3) to inform  

class placements rather than sending an email or a letter which was the previous practice.  

Please call the school on 9481 5577 to make an appointment. 

Family Maths Night is back form 2018 

This was a super fun night last year – and it promises to be one again.  

Last year, over 200 families attended. There will be lots of engaging,  

challenging and hand-on tasks for you and your child to do.  

This event is a must for your calendar:  

Wednesday, 19 September from 5:30 – 7:00 pm in the WEB  

(Clarke Street).  

Come for the maths. Stay for the fun! 

The Victorian Primary School Nursing Program - Prep 2018 
 

The Primary School Nursing Program offered by the Department of Education and Training provides a  
confidential health service to children. All Prep students will be bringing home tonight the School Entrant 
Health Questionnaire.  
 

Completing and returning of the questionnaire allows the opportunity for your child to have a health  
assessment by the visiting Primary School Nurse.  Please fill out and return the School Entrant Health 
/Questionnaire to your child’s classroom teacher or the school office 
by Monday, 20 August 2018.  Assessments will be scheduled for early 
Term 4. 
 

Regards,  
Carolyn Shiels 
Assistant Principal 



Diary Dates 2018 
TERM 3 
Mon 20 - 24 Aug    Book Week (Mon 20 - Whole school book parade) 
Tues 21 Aug     Year 4-6 Athletics Day (Collingwood Harriers Track)    
      Year 3 Athletics Fun Day (Clarke Street) 
Thurs 6 Sept     AFL Dress up Day—Gold coin donation 
Fri 7 Sept     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Mon 10 Sept    District Athletics (Coburg Athletics Track) 
Wed 12 Sept    Reaching for the Stars concludes  
Mon 12 - 14 Sept    Year 4 Camp 
Wed 19 Sept    Family Maths Night 

TERM 4 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
School Council Wed 15 August 7:00pm Resource Room 
Communications     Mon 20 August 7:00pm Staffroom 
Education Wed 22 August 7:00pm Resource Room  
Environment TBC 
Finance  TBC 
OSHC      TBC 
Policy      TBC 
RPWP      TBC 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 15 August 
Wed 12 September 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

 
 

District Athletics venue has been changed to 
 Coburg athletics track now.  

 
 
 
 
 

We encourage students to dress up 
on Monday as their favourite book 

character. 

Monday 20 August 

Monday 20—Friday 24  

August 
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  
Do you suspect that your computer might 
have a virus?  You might consider giving 
your computer a check-up!   
 
 
 
 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 
Parents and carers who provide boundaries as 
part of a loving and secure relationship with their 
children help children feel secure and self-
confident. Children benefit from knowing that 
their environment is stable and that a competent 
adult is taking care of them. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

Extra Curricular Programs - 'Reaching for the Stars' Senior Band 
  

Every Monday after school from 3:45 - 4:30 a dedicated 

group of students from grades 4-6 participate in Senior Band 

which is an extra- curricular  “Reaching For The Stars”  

program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been learning how to read chord charts as well as 

playing 3 and 4 part notated music for tuned percussion. 

Playing music from Bowie and The Black Eyed Peas to  

traditional Balkan music, our repertoire is certainly diverse.  

 

We are currently working towards our end of program  

performance for parents/carers of students involved. Details announced shortly. 

John Carr 

Music Specialist. 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

From the Kitchen 

Pumpkins and citrus fruits were the highlight of our menu last week – kent and butternut in 
the soup with the little ones inspiring decorations for the table.  
The soup is appealing to children with the combination of naturally sweet pumpkin and apples. 
We also celebrated our freshly harvested oranges, lemons and mandarins.  
Our roll recipe is very easy and a great introduction to making dough. You will find it on the 
website along with the soup.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Spanish in the kitchen  

?Quieres sentarse con nosotros ? We are always adding a little more Spanish into the  
kitchen program. Last week the children began inviting the volunteer they had cooked with to 
sit at their table. This also gives the students the opportunity to teach the volunteer how to 
reply – Si, gracias.  

Our regular volunteer Lisa with 
her daughter Mia 

Recipes,  
click here! 

Last Week’s Menu 
Pumpkin and Apple Soup 

Mini Bread rolls 
Citrus Persian Rice Salad  

Malaysian Sweet Citrus Salad 
 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Join us to play cricket with Clifton 
Hill Cricket Club 
Boys and girls all ages 

Have fun, develop skills, make new friends 
Register NOW - Cliftonhillcricketclub.com 

Enquiries – juniors.CHCC@gmail.com 
 

Westgarth Labradoodle  
needs company 

Alfie is brown, cuddly, 6 years 
old, friendly and great with  

children.  
Our children have left home and  

we work, so are not home as  
much as Alfie would like.  

 
Are you interested in having a  
dog to walk and visit you on a  

regular basis?  
 

Call May on 0405 549 589  

Full Boarding Homestay Families Are Sought for International Students at  
Northcote High School 

Northcote High School seeks quality homestays from our local community, to help care for new international student 
studying in Year 10, 11 and 12 with us. If you have a spare room and are willing to take care of a young international 

student please contact the International Student Office 9488 2334 (or General Office 9488 2300 or 
mail wang.lixia.l@edumail.vic.gov.au) for more information. 

mailto:wang.lixia.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

