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From the Principal 
Class placements 2018 
At the beginning of term four we start the process for class placements for 2018.  Parents who have serious 
concerns in relation to the placement of their child must write to the Principal by the end of term three, not 
the class teacher, outlining the considerations that need to be taken into account.  While these concerns will 
be considered, the requested outcome is not necessarily guaranteed. Please do not assume requests from 
previous years will be considered, as we assume students grow and develop academically, socially and  
emotionally, therefore if previous concerns continue to exist, you must inform us in writing.  It is almost  
impossible to consider making changes once the process begins as there are many things to consider when 
constructing classes, so any request after Friday 22 September will not be considered. 

 

 
 
Mr & Mrs Wilkinson Cook Book 
We are very grateful to parents Matt Wilkinson (Pope Joan) and Sharlee Gibb for 
their generous donation of the profits from the sale of their new family cookbook 
Mr and Mrs Wilkinson’s ‘How it is at Home’.  I can’t wait to collect my copy.  If you 
haven’t ordered yours please go to www.trybooking.com/RCYD by  
Thursday 31st August. 
 
 

 

 

Musical 
The rehearsals have been many and the students are ready for another wonderful Westgarth Primary School 
Musical this week.  We still have seats available for both matinee shows.  Tickets will be available for those 
performances at the box office at Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre online, by phone or in person.   
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of John Carr (director/music/writer), Anita Hannaford 
(Costumes), Laura Barton (Dance) and all teachers who have put so much into this event.  Our students have 
also done an amazing job so I wish them the best for their performances. Chookas everyone!  
 

Father’s/Special Person’s Day 
I would like to wish all the fathers or special persons a wonderful day on Sunday.  Special thanks to P&F club 
for organising the Father’s/Special Person’s stall on Friday.  If you would like your child to make a purchase at 
the stall please send them with some money on Friday. 
 

Sunsmart 
DET policy requires all students must wear a sun hat from September 1st each year.  Please make sure your 
child has an appropriate slouch or legionnaire sun hat each day from this Friday.  Please write their name on 
their hat.  It is also a good idea to provide a spare hat in their bag or tub so they have a backup if required.   
 

                                  
                                                                                                                                 Continued ...   

This newsletter is published on our school website.  



 

 
Playground Equipment 
The students continue to enjoy the new playground equipment and we encourage families to make use of 

the equipment outside of school hours.  As our Out-of-Hours-School-Care program operates from  

3.30 – 5.50pm each afternoon the after-hours times are on weekends and after 6pm. The OSHC staff are 

finding it difficult to supervise the students in the program when large numbers of other students are playing 

on it after school. We therefore ask families to leave the Clarke St site by 3.45pm each day and make use of 

the equipment after the program closes each day.   

 
Westgarth Idol donation 
Westgarth Idol is a great night for parents to socialise and enjoy some great local talent.  We would like to 
thank organisers Jonny and Caroline Clow, all the performers and all those who supported the event.   
The funds raised in this event were $15,648.40   We appreciate the generosity of the community who  
contributed to this wonderful donation. 
 
School Camps 
Every year we run two x 2 night camps for our students.  Our year six student attend a camp at Cave Hill 
Creek near Ballarat in either February or May and our year four students attend CYC at Phillip Island in  
September.  These are wonderful experiences for our students particularly in relation to their personal  
development, social, emotional and organisation skills. To offer this camp we require a large number of staff 
to attend as the ratio of students to teachers is much higher when staying overnight. To enable the camps to 
be offered, we need teachers from other year levels and specialist classes to attend.  We understand that 
the students of these teachers have to be replaced for the three days that the camp runs.  The year four 
camp is coming up in two weeks and we thank the teachers who are giving up their personal time to provide 
this  
opportunity for students.  The teachers attending the camp with the year four students are Glenn, Tom, 
Brenda, Andy, Terri-Anne, Alex, Megan, Stacey, Marta and Josie A. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
In early August the school generated a list of randomly selected families to participate in the DET 2017  

Parent Opinion Survey.  The survey is now completed online and letters were posted to the homes of those 

on the list.  Details of how to log onto the survey were in the sent letter. The DET have extended the closing 

date for the survey. Thus far only 44% of the families who received this survey request have completed it.  It 

is essential for us to know how we are performing in the eyes of these families particularly as we head into 

our review next year. If you received a parent opinion survey letter and are yet to complete it, we would  

really appreciate you doing so by this coming Sunday 3rd September.  
 
 
 

Regards,  
Jo Wheeler  
Principal     
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Diary Dates 2017 
Tues 29 - 31 Aug  Westgarth Musical 
Fri 1 Sept   Fathers’ Day / Special Persons’ Day Stall 
Wed 13 Sept  Westgarth Dad / Friends Trivia  
Wed 13 - 15 Sept  Grade 4 Camp 
Wed 20 Sept  Prep - 2 Disco 
Sun 22 October   Whopping Great Fete 10am - 4pm 
Mon 6 November  Curriculum day* 
Tues 12 December  State Secondary School Orientation Day 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
 
Meetings 2017 
P & F      Wed 6 September 7:30pm Staffroom 
Policy     Fri 8 September 8:30am Jo’s Office 
Environment   Mon 11 September 5:00pm Jo’s Office 
Education    Tues 12 September 7:00pm Staffroom 
Finance    Wed 13 September 8:30am Jo’s Office 
OSHC     Wed 13 September 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
RPWP     Fri 15 September 8:30am Jo’s Office 
Fete Market Stall Holders Tues 19 September 7:30pm Resource Room 
School Council   Wed 20 September 7:00pm Staffroom 
SAKGWP    Thurs 21 September 6:00pm Staffroom 
Fete Food Stall Holders   Tues 22 September 7:30pm Resource Room 
  
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 
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8 WEEKS TO GO!! 
The countdown has started. If you don’t include school holidays then it’s 6 weeks to go. 
Eeeeekkkkk. But we’re not panicking (well maybe just a little bit). Remember to have a look  
at westgarthfete.com and follow the Whopping Great Fete on Facebook & Instagram @wgfete for all the  
details.  
 
Whopping Great Fete Major Sponsor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are delighted to announce that Jellis Craig are once again the major sponsor for the Whopping Great 
Fete. This is the 4th year working with Westgarth parents Sam Rigopoulos and Ben Harrison from Jellis Craig 
Northcote, a huge thank you for their ongoing support. 
 
‘Auction for An Auction’ is back! 
Over the past 3 years ‘Auction for an Auction’ has raised close to $100,000 for the school. The kids are loving 
the new playgroup on Clarke St that has been made possible by this amazing donation.  
 
Here’s the details of this amazing prize: 
Jellis Craig Northcote are proud to be offering WPS family and friends the opportunity to again secure a sales 
and marketing campaign for your property at the live ‘Auction for an Auction’. Last year’s ‘Auction for an 
Auction’ was a great result for WPS and the auctioning team. We are looking forward to another vibrant, 
loud and exciting Whopping Great ‘Auction for an Auction’ again! 
 
Be the winning bidder on the day and you will receive: 
 A complete service auction campaign fully managed by local Senior Partners (and WPS Dads) Sam  

Rigopoulos and Ben Harrison. 
 Free property styling advice from a styling consultant. 
 Free co-ordination of presentation related trades and services. The Jellis Craig team will manage the 

painters, gardeners, furniture suppliers on your behalf. 
 Auction day services including pointer boards, flags and Auctioneer. 
 
 



In addition to the above, Jellis Craig Northcote include the sales commission and marketing expenses into 
the ‘Auction for an Auction’ prize. The marketing provided will encompass a Premium Property Advertising 
campaign with photography, video tour, print and internet advertising covered. 
 
If you secure this prize there are zero out of pocket expenses for your sale! 
T&Cs: 
 Must be purchased for a property that falls within Jellis Craig Northcote’s service area. 
 Payment will be made in full at settlement of property sold (no up-front payment). 
 Prize reserve $2000. 
 Prize is valid for 9 months from date of purchase. 
 
We’ll have more details to come but if you would like to discuss further don’t hesitate to contact Sam on 
0425 834 583.   
 
Choc Toss is on – Calling for Choc Donations 

A huge success at the Whopping Great Fete last year, Choc Toss is on again for 2017. 
Fete goers will be able to test their throwing arm with a gold coin and win the  
chocolate it lands on. 
 

We are putting the callout for chocolate donations – blocks, bars or bags. When you 
are in the supermarket, please grab some chocolate (there's always something on 
special) and give it to the kids to bring to school.  
 

All donations can be delivered to the classroom and put in the box ready for  
collection.  
And it’s game on between the grades. Which grade will collect the most chocolate by 
Friday 8th September? Last year the Preps won, who will win this year??!!? 

 
We need a Certified Electrician 
I tell myself if I keep putting it out there we will find a school parent who is a  
certified electrician. With over 600 kids in in the school there must be one..?  
So please contact Julia on juliakellytravel@hotmail.com or 0400 067 758. 
 

TRASH AND TEASURE 
The Terrific Trash and Treasure stall at the fete needs your unwanted treasure! Do your spring cleaning now 
and bring your unwanted plates, glasses, pots, vases, pet items, teapots, candle holders, wall hangings, small 
furniture, lampshades (but not the bases), fondue sets, musical instruments, etc. to the Clarke Street  
portables on Friday 20th October from 3 to 5.30pm and Saturday 21st October from 9am to 4pm. Tell your 
friends and neighbours to drop off their unwanted stuff as well. 
NO ELECTRICAL ITEMS SORRY! And nothing that an op-shop would not sell please (don't want broken trash!) 
But remember your trash could be someone else's treasure. You might think it is ugly, but someone else 
might turn it into an artistic masterpiece or up-cycle it into a plant holder! And recycling and reusing is good 
for the planet. If you have any questions or can't deliver your treasures at those times please contact Nicole 
Guest, nicoleguest@hotmail.com (Nina in Mark 2 and Max in Prep Winter) 
 
DRINK DONATIONS NEEDED 
With the countdown to the Fete underway, it's time to let the nagging begin! Next time you're at the shops 
please pick up a case of soft drink or juice for sale at the Cold Drinks stall. This very popular stall runs entirely 
on donated stock, so please think of us and pop something into your trolley and then drop it into the office. 
Easy as! 
Any questions, feel free to call me on 0417 943 004. 
Ian Campbell-Fraser (Dulcie 6T & Emmett 4T) 
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DATES FOR TERM 3  
Friday 1 September:  Father’s Day/Special Person’s Stall 
Wednesday 6 September: P and F Meeting @7.30pm in Staffroom 
Sunday 10 September: Spring Picnic at Darebin Parklands from 12pm 
Wednesday 13 September: Westgarth Dads Trivia Night from 7pm, Wesley Anne 
Wednesday 20 September:  Favourite Colour Disco Party for Preps-Twos  6.15-7.30pm 
 
TERM 4:  Evening of Wednesday 11 October: SCIENCE CLUB EVENT 
We present our very own Andy (grade 3 teacher) and Sam Grover (parent) who will talk about their adventures in 
Moreton Bay Island and Antarctica respectively.  More info soon!  
 
FATHER’S / SPECIAL PERSON’S  DAY STALL  Friday 1 September 9am-1pm 
Fathers/ Special Person's day stall is taking place on the 1st September,  
between 9:00am to 1pm. Don’t forget to give your children some money. All items 
between 50cents and $5.00  PLEASE HELP BY BAKING!!  Baking is needed- Items 
that ideally last until Sunday please and NO NUTS or cream. Bags will be at the 
office for you to package them in. Please label the packets with all the ingredients. 
You can drop them off at the office on Thursday or bring them to the canteen area 
on Friday morning. 
 
PARENTS & FRIENDS MEETING @7.30pm in Staffroom  on Wednesday 6 September 
  
SPRING PICNIC : Sunday 10 September 
Come down to Darebin Parklands (near BBQ and quarry section) on Sunday 10 September from 12 noon onwards and 
enjoy some company and let the kids have fun with their friends. BYO Picnic.  Parking is in nearby streets or there is a 
carpark between Separation Street and Smith Street. Even better, ride your bikes or walk!  
 
Westgarth Dads and Friends Trivia Night: Wednesday 13 September 
What's the only VFL/AFL team to have won four consecutive grand finals? 
Which Australian act has had the most number one hits in the USA? 
What was Don Bradman's test batting average? 
 
If you know the answers to these, or just like have a yarn and a drink with the guys, join us for the Westgarth Dads and 
Friends Trivia Night. There's been a demand for getting the dads from the school community together so here's our 
first attempt.  
 
Who: Westgarth Dads/ Friends 
What: Trivia, it's free but places are limited so please RSVP 
When: 13 September.  Get there at 7:00pm or earlier for a chat and a drink and a $12 pie, the trivia starts 
at 7:30pm and you'll be home in bed by 11:00. 
Where: Wesley Anne Band Room 250 High St Northcote 
Why: To get Dads together for a bit of safe, fair, and friendly fun. 
RSVP: to Eric Black at erics.black@gmail.com if you intend to come, and if you are bringing a friend. Places are limited. 
Ideas for future gatherings always welcome.  
 
Thank you for your support! All funds raised help improve our school!  
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 
Olive Oil Update  
We have received our oil, all bottled and ready for the kitchen. Some lucky students and volunteers have  
already sampled the oil – it is a beautiful extra virgin cold pressed oil – lots of herby flavours, with a slight 
pepper finish. It certainly will make a treasured addition to the kitchen pantry. Here is a picture of one of the 
bottles, nestled amongst the recently made seed tape.  
In addition to all the digging, planting and growing that happens in garden classes; students focus on  

different aspects of garden knowledge and skills. At the moment grade three students are learning about the 

names of different garden tools, their purpose and safe use. They are also starting to learn about the various 

parts of plants, so that they have the relevant vocabulary to accompany their ongoing learning in the garden 

and kitchen. Our grade four students are investigating soil types and all the living things that work around 

the clock to make our compost. Grade 5’s are finding out more about the role plants play in remembering 

important cultural and personal events, as well as preparing a budget for establishing a new garden.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are offering students an optional extension activity in the Kitchen Garden. We are putting together an 
Almanac/Year Book/Scrapbook of the events, recipes, plantings, harvests etc. We are inviting students and 
volunteers to make contributions - a poem, picture, memory, reflection of an activity or a recipe etc. 
The book will be a lasting record of the Kitchen Garden program and taps into a long tradition of cooks and 

gardeners whereby they make notes of their activities.  

Anyone interested in contributing can speak to Mary or Virginia during Kitchen Garden lessons.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued ... 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

A Week Eating the Food of Northern Africa 
 
All our dishes in the Kitchen last week were Moroccan inspired. We enjoyed this popular Date and Honey 
Tagine with the last of our pumpkins. It is very versatile and although pumpkin and sweet potato match well 
with the sweetness of the honey and the dried fruit other vegetables could easily be substituted. It was  
complemented by a spicy couscous which included some of our own baked pumpkin seeds, a Moroccan 
baked carrot and cauliflower salad and a spiced dried fig and apricot dessert. 
 
We would welcome any LEMON donations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hope to see you at the Farm House or in the garden soon. 
 
Thank you  
Mary and Virginia 
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eSmart Tip of the Week 
Kik Messenger: a warning for parents 

 
The following eSmart Tip was a blog post written by Family Zone Team on 24-Aug-2017.  

The link for the blog post is: https://www.familyzone.com/blog/app-review-kik-messenger  
Popular messenger app Kik has increasingly come under fire recently due to widespread reports of  

child exploitation occurring via the app. 
 
What is Kik Messenger? 
 

The app functions similarly to other popular message apps such as Facebook 
Messenger and WhatsApp, however the technology is much less refined mean-
ing it is very easily hacked and identity verification is non-existent - which 
means anyone can create an account and communicate anonymously. 
 
It is also very popular amongst teens and kids for several reasons… 
1. Users are allowed to create anonymous accounts 
 

2. Users do not have to verify their age 
 

3. Parents who monitor their kids’ devices often overlook Kik, focusing on  
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat 
 

4. Kik has a built-in web browser, games, and video access, which makes it a self-contained social network 
where kids and teens can communicate with their peers privately. 
 
A popular young person’s social media app that can be joined anonymously creates an environment where 

online predators can easily exploit their victims.   

Kik is now connected to hundreds of cases of grooming and child exploitation across Australia and the US. 

Predators are also creating spambots within the app, which are essentially computer-generated accounts 

that automatically send information to other users - which they then use to send child exploitation material 

to other users. Predators do this to desensitise their victims.  

There is also a significant amount of pornography on Kik, which is also distributed using spambots. 

https://www.familyzone.com/blog/app-review-kik-messenger
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

“Starting in September” 
Westgarth PS family looking to house sit or 
rent in the Northcote/Thornbury etc area  

while renovating.  
Looking for 3/4 bedrooms to house three kids, 

a dog, cat and guinea pigs.  
 

Please call Tamsen if you have any leads on 
0437 864 784. 

Golden Gear Robotics STEAM Laboratory Spring 
School Holiday Program 

 
Coding, Robotics & Electronic Crafts 

Mon 2 Oct - Fri  6 Oct 9.30am-3.30pm 
 

Westgarth Primary School, Clarke St 
Book now- classes are filling fast! 

http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/ 

http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/

