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From the Principal 
Social development 
Children develop at different rates physically, socially, emotionally, behaviourally, cognitively and communicatively.  
Our expectations about a child’s development often relates to age norms, but as we can easily see with physical  
development, development happens at vastly different rates.  Some children lose first teeth when they are five while 
others do not until they are seven. While we accept this as ‘normal’, we often expect children to develop the same  
behavioural norms consistently with their peers.  This is not the case.  Younger students need constant supervision but 
as children move through the school years, they gradually become more independent.  However learning to make good 
choices, exercise self-control and develop empathy does not come easily for many children and they need adult support 
until they can build their own capacity to manage.  It is therefore incredibly important for us all to keep this in mind 
when issues arise at school.  Not all children are at the same development stage as your own child and therefore as a 
school, we need to provide children with what they need at their level. We ask you to help your child to understand this 
when they have concerns with their peers.  Encourage them to speak to their teacher and ask for help when an issue 
arises.  It is much easier if a problem is dealt with at the time. At Westgarth we are about developing  
relationship-based strategies to support a child’s emotional and social development therefore we ask our families to 
work for all students at our school by supporting everyone’s emotional health and wellbeing.   
At Westgarth PS we understand that: 
 All children are different and we value diversity 
 All children need support when making choices at times 
 Children need to be encouraged to ask teachers for help 
 Children learn from making mistakes 
 Children develop and change over time 
 It takes time for school staff to unpack situations 
 Bullying will not be tolerated. 
We ask parents to: 
 Listen to all concerns/issues with an open mind as social interactions can be complex and everyone will have a 

different perspective about the same event  
 Attend school grounds as a positive community member   
 Come and speak to us if you have concerns. 
 
Musical 
What a wonderful feeling it is to have produced such a fabulous musical event. Raiders of the Lost Decades was a  
four-show extravaganza that was the culmination of months of hard work and inspiration. Thank you to our families for 
such lovely feedback—it means a lot to our staff members who all worked so hard to make the show a success. If you 
were fortunate enough to see the show, I am sure you would like to join with me to congratulate our talented students 
for their wonderful performances. They sang, danced and acted with confidence and skill.  Moreover, they were  
magnificent both on stage and off.  The staff have commented on the happy atmosphere off stage and the positive  
behaviour of students at each of the shows. When students are happy and cooperative, it helps teachers to find extra 
energy to put on a show like this.  
Huge thanks to our wonderful staff for their support of this event.  In particular, I would like to acknowledge the work of 
John Carr in writing and directing the musical.  All teachers for helping students rehearse, making props, supervise, as-
sisting with make-up, costumes, ticketing, program development etc.  Thanks, also, to Anita Hannaford and parent Inger 
Pearce for their wonderful costuming.  It is amazing what some shimmer can do under the lights.  This was the last mu-
sical for both Anita and Inger who have costumed about six musicals so we thank them for their many years of  
commitment to the Westgarth Musical.   

This newsletter is published on our school website.  



 

This wonderful outcome highlights what a hardworking and talented school community we have.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped and supported the musical.  A note went home yesterday for DVD orders. Please order your DVD ($20) by 
the end of term to secure a copy. They will be ready for collection at the end of the first week of term four.   
Remember to order the correct date (green or yellow cast) to ensure your child/ren are in that show. 
 
Year 4 Camp 
Year four students and ten staff are heading off to Phillip Island on Wednesday for a two-night camp.  This is a big  
commitment from staff to take time out of their own family life to provide this opportunity for our students.  I would 
like to thank them in advance for taking on this big responsibility and we wish the students and staff a wonderful time 
at Phillip Island.  We look forward to seeing about their adventures in the next newsletter.  
 
Class placements 2018 
At the beginning of term four we start the process for class placements for 2018.  Parents who have serious concerns 
in relation to the placement of their child must write to the Principal by the end of term three, not the class teacher, 
outlining the considerations that need to be taken into account.  While these concerns will be considered, the  
requested outcome is not necessarily guaranteed. Please do not assume requests from previous years will be  
considered, as we assume students grow and develop academically, socially and emotionally, therefore if previous 
concerns continue to exist, you must inform us in writing.  It is almost impossible to consider making changes once the 
process begins as there are many things to consider when constructing classes, so any request  
after Friday 22 September will not be considered. 
  
Asthma Management Policy and Practices 
Our Asthma Policy and practices are currently under review. If you would like to have input into this policy please 
email your thoughts and ideas to westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  You can find a copy of this and other WPS policies 
at http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/186/School-Council-Policies.   

 
 
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler  
Principal     
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Westgarth Redevelopment Project - update 
Student enrolments at Westgarth Primary have increased by 68% over the past 10 years, with 648 students 
enrolled this year, up from 386 in 2007. With one or two exceptions, school facilities have not been updated 
for 25 years, and more than 250 students are currently being taught in portable classrooms. 
The Westgarth Primary School Redevelopment Project is aimed at addressing the pressure this growth is 
having on existing school infrastructure.  
School Council has worked with architects to develop masterplans for buildings and grounds at both the 
Brooke Street and Clarke Street campuses.  
 
With the amazing efforts of the school community to raise funds, we’ve been able to progress a series of 
modest projects as part of Phase 1 of the project. This has included: 
 Refurbishment of the old kindergarten building into a new home for Westgarth’s music program; and 
 Installation of a new playground at Clarke St and relocation of the kitchen garden  

With further fundraising efforts, we hope to be able to progress minor works to refurbish the old canteen 

area into a multi-purpose space. 

 
Phase 2 involves substantive works aimed at addressing the major challenges facing the school. These works 
cannot progress without government funding support. They include: 
 Contemporary teaching and learning spaces, including six new general learning spaces to replace some 

of the portable classrooms 
 A full size gymnasium that will provide space for the whole school to meet 

 An upgraded STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths) area 
 An expanded staff room that will be able to accommodate all staff. 
 
With the sad and untimely death of Fiona Richardson MP, there will soon be a by-election in the state seat of 
Northcote. We will be urging all candidates in the election to commit to funding for our school.  
We need your help to let the candidates know how important this project is.  
 
Even a short email would be helpful. At the time of writing, confirmed candidates in the election included: 
Claire Burns – Labor (clare.burns@vic.alp.org.au or Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
ClareBurnsForNorthcote/)  
 
Lidia Thorpe – Greens (Facebook https://www.facebook.com/lidiathorpe/ or website http://
lidiathorpe.com/contact/)  
 
Please keep us updated with any responses you receive.  
You can follow the Westgarth Redevelopment project via Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
WPSredevelopment/ or Twitter @WPSRedevelop)  
 
 
 
Andrew Wear 
Convenor, Westgarth Redevelopment Project Working Party wearandrew@hotmail.com  
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Diary Dates 2017 
Wed 13 Sept  Westgarth Dad / Friends Trivia  
Wed 13 - 15 Sept  Grade 4 Camp 
Wed 20 Sept  Prep - 2 Disco 
    Grade 2 ‘Express Yourself Art Exhibition’ 
Thurs 21 Sept  Prep ‘Toy Exhibition’ 
Wed 11 October  Science Club Event  
Sun 22 October   Whopping Great Fete 10am - 4pm 
Tues 31 October  Active Travel Day 
Mon 6 November  Curriculum day* 
Tues 12 December  State Secondary School Orientation Day 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
 
Meetings 2017 
Fete Food Stall Holders   Tues 12 September 7:30pm Resource Room 
OSHC     Wed 13 September 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
RPWP     Fri 15 September 8:30am Jo’s Office 
Fete Market Stall Holders Tues 19 September 7:30pm Resource Room 
School Council   Wed 20 September 7:00pm Staffroom 
SAKGWP    Thurs 21 September 6:00pm Staffroom 
Fete     Tues 10 October 7:30pm Staffroom 
  
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 

 

 

Last day of Term 3 

Friday 22 September  

Students are dismissed at 2:30pm  

OSHC services will be available on this day as normal.  

 

Active Travel Day  

Tuesday  
31st 

October  

 
 

A day we encourage everyone  
to use  

‘Active travel’  
methods to get to school.  

 



School Council News - School Council 23 August 2017 
School Council met on 23 August 2017.  The meeting started with a report from Fete Co-ordinator, Julia Kelly, who 
once again has great ideas for the Whopping Great Fete (as you can see from the regular newsletter items that Julia is 
providing).  Julia outlined the three main areas around which the Fete is being organised, including: kids  
entertainment; market stalls; and, food stalls.  In addition, Julia also discussed: the silent auction, with on-line bidding; 
that the raffle is making a big return; and, auction for an auction is also back for its 4th year – once again this a huge 
contribution from school parents Sam Rigopoulos and Ben Harrison of Jellis Craig, our major sponsor, for which we are 
very grateful. 
 
The thinking and effort that goes into the Fete is massive and on behalf of School Council I’d like to say a big thank you 
to Julia and her fete team for all their fantastic efforts, energy and enthusiasm.  They all volunteer their time freely 
(these are not paid positions) to organising the fete, making it a super day for the school community and our biggest 
fund-raiser of the year.  The funds raised provide a massive contribution towards implementation of our school  
Redevelopment Project, with previous fetes subsidising the new playground on Clarke Street and renovation of the 
former kindergarten to make the new art room.  To Julia and her team, thank you, your efforts are very much  
appreciated and good luck with the Fete. 
 
We have a great school community, with the Fete being one of the highlights of the year and a great opportunity to 
support our School and community. I would encourage us all to help out with the Fete, where we can, whether that be 
help with organising the Fete, volunteering time on the day to help with stalls and events and/or providing donations 
in the form of food, drinks, craft items, pre-loved goods, plants etc.  Please help where you can by responding to the 
shouts-out-for-help as they come out in the form of letters home with our children, messages on Flexi-buzz or from 
Julia in the School Newsletter or Fete Newsletter.  
 
Following that exciting report, School Council got down to the usual business: 
 Jo’s Principal’s Report informed School Council about the process for staff recruitment for 2018, which is  

complex due to the size of the school and the staffing profile.  Maintenance issues for the school were covered, 
specifically repairs to guttering and fascia on the Brooke Street site.  The discovery of pieces of asbestos in the 
Brooke Street yard was also discussed, including remediation works that were undertaken the previous weekend 
and notification of parents and neighbours.  An outline of DET’s Child Safe framework was given, which will  
become a specific standing item on the School Council meeting agenda. Year 7 transition and attendance by local 
secondary schools, the tracking of the Annual Implementation Plan, the introduction of High Impact Teaching 
Strategies by DET and changes to school cleaning contracts being introduced by DET were all additional items 
discussed. 

 Finance subcommittee reported that Westgarth Idol raised the amazing sum of $15,648.40 for the school.   
A huge thankyou goes to the organisers of this marvellous event, Caroline and Jonny Clow, which not only is a 
social highlight of the year for parents, but helps provide valuable financial support to the school to enable  
continuation of the Redevelopment Project and other important projects, which are not funded by DET.   
In addition, the school received a grant from DET of $3,180 for ICT cabling and a DET Curriculum Planning grant 
of $4,765. 

 From the Policy Subcommittee, the Enrolment Policy, Digital Technologies Policy and Donations Policy were 
adopted by Council.  Under the Child Safe framework, Policy Subcommittee will develop a Parent Code of  
Conduct/Respectful Relationships Policy to provide clear guidance for parents where issues arise between  

 children at school. 
 School Council congratulated the Environment subcommittee on the wonderful new playground on the Clarke 

Street site, which is popular both during and out of school hours.  In particular, School Council would like to 
acknowledge Jeavons Landscape Architects. Mary Jeavons and Bruce Grillmeier for the playground masterplan 
design.  

 The Redevelopment Project Working Party reported on the status of social media promoting Westgarth’s  
redevelopment project and engagement with members of Parliament and local government.   
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 Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Working Party provided further information on the curriculum audit and 
finance audit of the program, as well as discussing the research that supports the program in terms of well-being 
and other factors.  A survey is being prepared to enable the school community to comment on the program. 

 Parents & Friends reported on the forthcoming Grades Prep to 2 disco, the Father’s Day stall and the Spring 
Picnic.  The Screenagers’ film event was a great success and was sold out (103 seats).  Consideration will be given 
to holding a further event if there is sufficient demand. 

 OSHC Subcommittee reported on the proposed advertisements for an Assistant Co-ordinator and  
Administrative support (book-keeper) to provide administrative support for the program and ensure that it will 
continue to be well-managed in the event of absence of the Co-ordinator. 

 
I would like to remind the school community that you can bring items to the School Council Agenda and can attend 
School Council meetings as an observer.  If you would like to table something for discussion at School Council, or 
attend a meeting as an observer, please contact myself, Jo Wheeler or any of the School Councillors (this can be done 
through the School Office) and we can add it to the agenda on your behalf.  We also welcome additional assistance on 
our sub-committees, so again please contact us if you would like to become involved.  
 
Gary Selwyn,  
President  
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Musical Postscript 
As putting on a whole school musical is only possible with the efforts of many people, I would like to take this  
opportunity to thank the generous group of parents who assisted me with costumes. In particular, I would 
like to acknowledge Inger Pearce, who has helped me with costumes for the last 5 musicals. As this was 
Inger’s last musical, I would like to thank her for her invaluable contribution over many years. 
Thanks also to Merryn Jackson, Shirley Diamond, Lizzy Kingston, and Sasha Bradbury. Your efforts and  
support were very much appreciated. 
There is still a number of items of lost property from the musical, on display at the east end of the WEB  
building. Please come and check if you are missing anything.  
 

Regards, 

Anita Hannaford 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical DVD Order Form  
Our wonderful musical has been captured on DVD and orders can now be made by completing the form that 
was sent home with your child/ren on Monday 11 September. Extra forms available from the office.  
The cost for the DVD is $20.00 and orders need to be returned to the office by next Monday 18 September. 
DVD’s will be sent home early Term 4 with your child. Late orders will not be able to be processed. 
 

Regards, Musical Team 



Sport News 
 

District Athletics 

We had 47 very excited grade 4-6 athletes competing in district athletics yesterday at Collingwood Harriers.  I will post 

the results in the next newsletter.  The students who competed are listed below: 

 

 
 

Grade 5/6 Interschool sport 

Summer sports will start again for the grade 5/6’s next term.  We have four more matches to finish off our season.  All 

the games run from 9.30 until 11am.  

 

Please see below for details. 

Friday October 13: 

Westgarth V Northcote (away game) 

Cricket & softball at Mayer Park 

Friday October 20: 

Westgarth V Thornbury (home game) 

Cricket & softball at McDonnel park 

Friday October 27: 

Westgarth V Fairfield (home game) 

Cricket & softball at McDonnel park 

Friday November 3: 

Westgarth V Bell (away game) 

Cricket & softball at Capp oval 

 

Sport diary dates 

Thursday 21st September Grade 6 girl’s soccer day (interested students only) 

Tuesday 10th October Division Athletics at Meadowglen Athletics track (selected students only) 

Wednesday 18th October Regional Athletics at Meadowglen Athletics track (selected students only) 

Friday 10th November District Triathlon at Northcote pool & McDonnell oval (interested grade 4-6 students only) 

Friday 24th November Westgarth trials for 2018 swimming team (interested grade 3-5 students only) 

 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe 

Harry S Jack MP Asher O Ben H Henry H Zac B Jada S 

Jojo M Lila S Mia MR Phoebe Jasmine S Holly P Stella A 

Jay L Kato S Lewis M Harper Dante B Finn W Toby S 

Griffin L Matthew L Percy N Matilda T Emily P Zoe H Charlotte 

Roland B Hunter S Darcy W Aslan S Daniel R Nathan M Thom K 

Vanya S Chloe S Zara G Zoe I Holly G Lizzy V Camille CB 

Maddie P Asha D Kala B Ari M India MR     

Westgarth Primary School 7 



Westgarth Primary School 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How great is “Auction for an Auction”?  

The value of ‘Auction for an Auction’ amazes me. It 
is such a wonderful contribution from Jellis Craig to the 
Whopping Great Fete and a unique opportunity for anyone 
looking to sell their property in the Northcote area. 
 
 
 
 
 

In my street in the last 18 months, we’ve had 3  
properties sold by Jellis Craig so we know there are  
people looking to sell in the neighbourhood. Your job is to spread the word about this amazing prize so we see lots of 
bidders on fete day! Details can be found at www.westgarthfete.com/live-and-loud/ 
A huge thank you to the Jellis Craig team for offering this prize again for the 4th year in a row. We can see how much 
the kids are loving the new play equipment. This year we are hoping to raise enough funds to complete the ‘Westgarth 
Lab’ the new Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths (STEAM) facilities. Which would see the redevelopment 
of the old canteen, science and art area on Clarke St.  
 
Have your name on a Fete ride! 

We’re looking for sponsors for rides and some of the stalls at the Whopping Great 
Fete. 
In 2017 we are offering parents and businesses the opportunity to sponsor a ride 
or stall. This is a great opportunity to make a personal or business contribution to 
the school. Please note donations can be made through Westgarth Primary 
School’s Tax Deductible Building Fund. 
Your business or family name could be on a ride or stall at the fete. Or how about 
getting a group of families together and sponsoring a ride? Find out all the details 
here https://westgarthfete.com/sponsors-and-donors/  

We’ve had a couple of businesses come forward and kick-off the sponsorship (thank you!) so contact Julia to let her 
know which ride you would like to sponsor. It’s that easy! 
 
Trash and Treasure Stall 
September school holidays are nearly here!  It s a great time for SPRING CLEANING with the kids.  Get rid of that gym 
equipment you bought off late night TV and used once, the skis or in line skates you last used in 2002, the lamp shade/ 
drawers/ plant pot you have been meaning to decorate for 7 years, the birthday presents you never used, the vases/ 
candle holders/ wall hangings you actually hate but had to keep as your Auntie gave them to you......and give all your 
unwanted items to the Terrific Trash and Treasure stall.  Less stuff = a cleaner house.  Yeh!  
Clarke Street portables on Friday 20th October from 3 to 5.30pm and Saturday 21st October from 9am to 4pm.  
Tell your friends and neighbours to drop off their unwanted stuff as well. 

Sam calling ’Auction for an Auction’ last year 

http://www.westgarthfete.com/live-and-loud/
https://westgarthfete.com/sponsors-and-donors/
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Return of the Raffle!! 
A sneak peek of what is coming home with the kids this week. It’s been a couple of 
years since we’ve run a raffle at the Whopping Great Fete so it was time to bring it back!  
There’s something for everyone. Adults how about a weekend away in Hepburn Springs at 
Peppers Spa resort? (got my fingers crossed for that one!) Kids how about 10 guest passes to  
Latitude? Or for everyone Family Passes to the new Lego Discovery 
Centre or Melbourne Zoo? Get the kids out and selling during the 
holidays so we have lots of entries in the barrel on fete day. Any 
questions please contact Nick Hughes (Flynn 3Y, Aidan 0K) at  
clubwhalley@hotmail.com. 
 

It’s all actions stations at the moment before the end of term (next 
week!) Once term 4 starts we only have 2 weeks till fete day. Any 
questions (and all those sponsorship offers) please contact Julia 
Kelly on juliakellytravel@hotmail.com or 0400 067 758. 
 

Plants - Fete Plant Stall Planting Day 
The next planting day is on Sunday 17th September 2-4pm at 38 Andrew 
Street Northcote. 
See you at the planting day: 
 We need lots of people - we have 400 tomatoes to pot up! 
 To lock in your post fete plant stall dinner party invite ... to celebrate  

Penny's green thumbs! 
Hope you can make it. BYO gardening gloves and kids.  
If you have any plants to donate for the fete stall please let Penny know 0418 384 696, pmsmithc@gmail.com. 

 
Extra week for Choc Toss Donations! 
We’ve added an extra week for Choc Toss donations just in case the kids missed out last 
week (don’t want to disappoint them!) So get those final bars/blocks/bags into class this 
week. Final count will be on Friday for the results to be announced at Assembly next week. 
And remember there’s bragging rights for the grade with the most chocolates donated!! 
 

Donations to Fete stalls Cold Drinks 
Grab a box/slab of cold drinks cans or bottles next time you are at the supermarket and 
drop it off at the Brooke St office (there’s always something on sale). Any cool drink or 
bottled water welcome. This is a very popular stall, fete goers get very thirsty. 
 
Books and Media 
Books and Media are ready to take your pre-loved goodies for their fete day stalls.  

Books - drop in the hallway outside the gym (please be mindful the hallway is still in use so stack 
up against the wall 
Media – CDs, DVDs, Games & Vinyl (very popular) can be dropped in the box at the Brooke St 
office. 
Please remember only donate goods that are in good condition and can be sold. So no ‘kid’s 
art’ (i.e. scribbles in the books) or scratched up Media. Thanks! 

mailto:clubwhalley@hotmail.com
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DATES FOR TERM 3  
Wednesday 13 September: Westgarth Dads Trivia Night from 7pm, Wesley Anne 
Wednesday 20 September:  Favourite Colour Disco Party for Preps-Twos  6.15-7.30pm 
 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who baked up a storm and helped out on the Father’s Days Stall.  It was a great 
success and we hope the Fathers and other Special People felt the love and perhaps even got to eat at 
least some of the baked goodies  
A big thank you to Amy Smith, Michelle Wrench, Jessamy Miller and Rosa Jean for bringing all the elements 
together and to the kids for their obvious care in selecting a suitable gift.   
 
Westgarth Dads Trivia Night: Wednesday 13 September 
What's the only VFL/AFL team to have won four consecutive grand finals? Which Australian act has had the 
most number one hits in the USA? What was Don Bradman's test batting average? 
 
If you know the answers to these, or just like have a yarn and a drink with the guys, join us for the Westgarth 
Dads Trivia Night. There's been a demand for getting the Dads from the school community together so 
here's our first attempt.  
 
Who: Westgarth Dads  
What: Trivia, it's free but places are limited so please RSVP  
When: 13 September.  Get there at 7:00pm or earlier for a chat and a drink and a $12 pie, the trivia starts 
at 7:30pm and you'll be home in bed by 11:00. 
Where: Wesley Anne Band Room 250 High St Northcote 
Why: To get Dads together for a bit of safe, fair, and friendly fun. 
RSVP: to westgarthpandf@gmail.com if you intend to come. Places are limited. Ideas for future gatherings 
always welcome.  Thanks to Eric Black and Andrew Wear for initiating this event! 
 
FAVOURITE COLOUR DISCO  Wednesday 20 September  6.15-7.30pm 
Please make sure you have RSVP’d, and know which parent is supervising your child on the night.  Have fun 
everyone!  
 
SCIENCE CLUB EVENT:  Wednesday 11 October  6-7pm in the WEB 
Late last year Andy was one of five teachers selected for a scientific expedition to the  
waters of Moreton Bay Qld, to study the flora and fauna of the area and search for one of 
the rarest animals in the area- the elusive Dugong. During his 10 day trip he had close  
encounters with lots of marine animals and learned a great deal about the area.  
Andy was tasked with sharing the expedition live with his class through a blogging app. 
His presentation consists of the best bits of his blog. But, did he spot a Dugong...?  Come 
and find out! Gold coin donation. 
 
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 

Westgarth Primary School 10 

mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com
mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com


News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 

The Insects are Coming….. 

As the temperature slowly starts to warm, and days increase in length, it’s the time for gardeners to start 
thinking about insects. Essentially, all insects are good and have their place in our vast ecosystem. From the 
perspective of a kitchen garden, some insects are classified more as a friend and some as a foe. Some groups 
of students have been working on strategies to help encourage our “friends” and some to discourage our 
“foes”. A group of students from 5 Megan helped to decorate our insect watering station. A little known fact 
is that insects require water as much as they do sources of pollen, nectar etc.. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other students worked on a strategy to discourage a foe. They created decoys for White Cabbage Moth – 
this delicate white butterfly’s babies do terrible damage to all the plants of the Brassica family  
(cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, turnips, rocket etc.) They are territorial, and if they see another Cabbage 
White in the vicinity, they will fly away. Students tied strips of white plastic to wooden stakes to act as a  
decoy to protect this lovely bed of cauliflowers (and English spinach). Our new garden beds and soil are 
working a treat with all crops growing strongly – as the days get longer, we expect growth to increase and 
we’ll be picking from our new garden very soon. 
 

Needed for our new Food Forest!! 
Do you have any pavers, bricks, small rocks or pebbles?  
The students will be creating a winding path through our new  
food forest. It doesn’t matter if you only have one or two items,  
as we are looking to create a whimsical and eclectic path.  
 
Please contact Virginia if you have any items to donate on  
garden.westgarth@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

 
 

Continued... 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 
What’s Been Cooking in the Kitchen? 

Our menu had an Asian influence last week 
Corn and Ginger Soup with Noodles 

Vietnamese Rice Paper Rolls 
Tofu Wontons 

Tangelo Muffins 
 
The wontons were a new experience for most of us including myself. We had a very easy filling so the  
children could concentrate on folding and sealing them effectively. There are so many ways from simple to 
sophisticated. I found myself watching a few on YouTube to get some hints. Have a go with your children as 
they are fun, easy and we had great success with wonton wrappers from the supermarket. The recipe below 
is simple and tasty but the filling options are endless. The tangelos were donated by a generous family who 
went to the trouble of picking off the tree next door. Thanks Max! We simply put all our ingredients for fruit 
muffins in the food processor along with the whole tangelos and whizzed! Chopped apple was added at the 
end after the whizzing had finished to give some added texture and make them a little more moist. 
 
Tofu Wontons  
Ingredients 
250 g tofu  
2 tablespoons soy sauce (check for gluten free students)  
1 orange – juice and zest 
2 teaspoons sesame oil (check for sesame allergies) 
2 - 3 garlic cloves 
Oil spray – (optional if you bake tofu) 
seasonal green vegetable –e.g. cabbage, spinach, spring onion, carrot 
Up to 30 Wonton wrappers (check for preservative and gluten free students)  
-Use a cabbage leaf or similar  
 
Method for Marinade, Tofu and Vegetable 
1. Mince the garlic and zest the orange. Add to the marinating bowl. 
2. Measure out the soy sauce, orange juice, sesame oil and add to the bowl. 
3. Cut the tofu into approximately 1 cm cubes. 
4. Add tofu to the marinating mix for at least an hour.   
(It can then be baked in oven for 10 minutes if desired) Cut the chosen vegetables into small pieces. 
 
Method for Wontons 
1. Using pre-marinated tofu, place a piece in the middle of the wonton wrapper. 
2. Add 2 pieces of vegetable. 
3. Fold in the way demonstrated, using the brush and water to seal the edges. 
4. Place in the steamer and steam for 10 minutes.  Alternatively you can boil them in a pan until they rise to 
the surface and then cook for 7 to 10 minutes. (Adult supervision needed with boiling water). 
Take out with a slotted spoon and place on a draining tray. 
 
Thanks everyone for the lemons. We now have plenty to get to the end of the term. 
Hope to see you at the Farm House or in the garden soon. 
 
Thankyou, 
Mary and Virginia.  
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eSmart Tip - brought to you by the  

Digital Learning Committee 
 
 
 
 

Technology is incredible. Gaming, networking, apps…online shopping! But make sure you take time out and find the 
right balance for you. Too long on tech can put the world out of whack. Always remember to chill out and keep things 
in perspective. There is too much information online to take it all in! Focus on each moment, and enjoy. 
Protect your privacy, no matter what! Regularly check your privacy settings on social media, and always think before 

you post. You might have strict privacy settings, but your friends might not. Therefore, you do not know who can 

see something that a friend of yours ‘likes’. Do not post any identifying data such as, school uniforms, photos with  

certificates (they often have full names) or even holiday countdowns online. 

Holiday eSmart Tip 
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Book online at www.leapkids.com.au 
 

Please book before closing date to avoid missing out.  
Late bookings cannot be guaranteed. 
IMPORTANT:  Please refer to our Booking Guide and  
Terms and Conditions before you complete your  
booking. For information and enquiries please contact Leapkids 
on 1300 366 235 or email enquiries@leapkids.com.au 

Leapkids Spring Holidays  

FAIRFIELD CRICKET CLUB  
CURRENTLY HAVE VACANCIES FOR ANY  

CHILDREN INTERESTED IN JOINING A MILO 
IN2CRICKET PROGRAM OR A NEWLY FORMED 

UNDER 10 TEAM 
ONLINE REGISTRATIONS  

http://www.playcricket.com.au/club-finder/
club-details?Id=1179&postcode=fairfield 

OR CONTACT Our Junior Co-ordinator:  Corey 

Gourley on 0408 240 340 OR MARGARET 

WATT  on 9432 9189 OR 0407609433   

Golden Gear Robotics STEAM  
Laboratory Spring School 

Holiday Program 
 

Coding, Robotics & Electronic Crafts 
Lego Mindstorms dance & Sumo 
challenge & Lego Edison robotics 
only have a few spots left & our 2 
day Interactive game design course 
is full, so book now if you don't want 
to miss out! 

Mon 2 Oct - Fri 6 Oct 9.30am-
3.30pm Westgarth Primary School, 

Clarke St  
Bookings/ info http://
www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/ 
or call Kerry on 0418 330 324 

LOST: 
Cloth bag of stuffed toys—1 cat, 2 kittens and 2 foxes. 

If found, please call 0410 915 707 

Seeking to rent / housesit in November - December 
We are looking to housesit or rent near WPS while we renovate during November - 
December (excluding Xmas) -- Anything from one week to two months would be helpful 
to us. We are a Westgarth family (Niamh, 1VK), and are happy to look after pets and 
gardens. Please call or email Catriona on 0411098273 or catrionaelek@gmail.com  
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