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Sunday, October 21, our annual fete 
is not that far away! 
Donate books, drinks and media to the Whopping Great Fete. 
 
Did you know? Donated items are sold at a 100 per cent profit for the 
school and recycle a range of household items. 
 
One rule applies to donated goods -  select items you might want to buy, or realistically can be sold at the fete. Only 
some of the unsold stock will be of interest to charities. Waste is a headache, the school must minimise.  
 
The school is now ready to receive donations, but please, for now, only in the following categories. 
BOOKS - in the gym hallway. Boxed or bagged. No loose piles of books, please. 
MEDIA - in the gym hallway. DVDs, CDs and games - any platform. Vinyl records as well. Boxed or bagged also. 
DRINKS - by the school office, neatly. These are for the children's drinks stall. 
 

- please wait until the Saturday of the fete weekend. 
 

TOYS - fair quality, for any children of any age up to 100. 
TRASH & TREASURE - Got Junk? Any questions, please contact Kate Bassano on 0488 122472 or  
email: kbassano@gmail.com 
They say that one man (or woman’s) trash is another’s treasure. Let’s put that to the test at the Trash and Treasure stall 
of the Westgarth Primary School Fete! 
With Spring fast approaching, now would be a great time to clean out those unwanted homewares, toys, clothes and 
romance novels. We are not able to accept electrical items or children. Please put your items aside, ready to drop off 
the week prior to the fete. 
VINTAGE CLOTHES - no tracky daks, just fair quality and clean clothing please. Footwear as well. 
UNIFORM SWAP - as above. New in at the 2018 fete. 
Most stalls may still be happy to receive donations on the Sunday morning, but Saturday is drop-off day for these  
categories above.  
 
The recent parent survey clarified that the bar will continue to trade at the fete. Last drinks strictly 4pm. The pack down 
crew and stallholders, volunteer thank you drinks on fete day will be some time after 5pm. 
 
Why don't you promote Westgarth Primary School's annual 
fete on social media. Invite all your contacts. 
 
Whopping Great Fete - search for that on Facebook, and have 
a chat within your WPS year level on volunteering. 
 
Fete contact: Ian Rogers 
ianrogers717@gmail.com 
0409 716 442 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

mailto:kbassano@gmail.com
mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
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Hi Green Thumbs, 
The next and final planting day for 2018 is on Sunday 
afternoon - 16 September 2pm to 4pm 
Location –  
Michelle’s house, 231 Heidelberg Rd, Northcote 
 

Planting tasks - transplant 600 tomato plants  
RSVP to mmsiemensma@gmail.com 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
But not just any pots.  We are looking for small pots as in the pictures below. 
Drop off point for donated pots: Next to lost property, near the computer 
lab . There will be a bin with a sign on it. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Time to ‘get your craft on!’ WGPS Makers Group 
is looking for beautiful handmade donations to 
sell at our fete stall. Examples include coasters, 
chopping boards, serviette rings, quilts… Got your 
own idea? Go ahead!  
Please also let us know if you are already making 
something or if you have any questions: 
lyndall26@gmail.com / 0412 738 390 

mailto:mmsiemensma@gmail.com
mailto:lyndall26@gmail.com
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From the Acting Principal - Donald Eddington 

ABCs at Westgarth (Athletics, book week and cubbies) 

To paraphrase Eddie McGuire, “It has been a big week at Westgarth!”  

Last Monday kicked off book week with our annual parade of book characters  
and a celebration of literature. Thanks to Chris Sarandis (Teacher-Librarian and  
Literacy support) for her work in organising the book parade, visiting authors and  
literature-based activities. 

One of my fondest memories from childhood was my mother reading me a chapter  
of an Enid Blyton book before bedtime – with a particular favourite being The Folk of  
the Faraway Tree. I had heard from a number of reliable sources that many students  
had successfully used the clues to work out my book week character (Saucepan Man).  
Developing a love of literature is something that parents and carers can do at home.  
The Department’s new Literacy and numeracy tips to help your child every day may  
be worth a look to assist with this endeavour. 
 
The school has recently installed four tepee cubbies for students  
on the Clarke Street site in front of the kindergarten. These tepees  
are in addition to the four on Brooke Street. 
 
 
 
Last Tuesday was athletics day for Year 4 – 6 students and athletics fun morning for Year 3 students. The weather 
(mostly) held off and a terrific day was had by all. Days like these could not be possible without the support of parents 
and carers and we appreciate their ongoing support. 
 
In particular, I would like to make a special mention about  
the way students encouraged one another and were  
continually displaying the attributes of what it means to  
be a good sport. A number of parents and carers  
commented to me about this point while I was down at  
the track. 
 
Special thanks also to Rushe Lynch (PE teacher), Justyn  
Koh (Administration leader and Year 3 teacher) as well  
as all the teachers who helped to make the day a  
successful one for our students. 
 

Teacher professional learning 

Improved outcomes for students is our moral purpose as educators. Research shows that teacher effectiveness is a 

major driver for improving student results. At Westgarth, we invest heavily in our people so they are well equipped to 

employ of evidenced-based strategies that support all students to achieve socially, personally and academically, and 

contribute to system improvement. 
 

Spelling 

All teachers have recently completed a second half-day of professional learning aimed 

at building a consistent, whole-school approach to the teaching of spelling.  This most 

recent session emphasised an investigative approach to word study that encourages 

students to develop phonological, orthographical, morphological and etymological 

strategies when spelling.  
 

Under the leadership of Gaye Wilde (Literacy Learning Leader and Year 3 teacher) and 

Stacey Harris (Administration leader and Prep teacher), teachers also examined 

spelling rules, tips and generalisations, with the session focusing on how to 

teach broadly applicable spelling patterns. 

 

Year 3 athletics fun morning and Year 4 – 6 athletics 

New cubbies (tepees) on Clarke St 

Book week’s Saucepan 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/writing/Pages/litfocusspelling.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/writing/Pages/litfocusspelling.aspx


Westgarth Primary School 4 

Students and sustainability 

Our school promotes and recognises sustainability practices by students through its Golden lunchbox and Golden 
boot awards, which are announced during Monday assembly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment rubrics 

Ben Cunningham (Acting Assistant Principal), Gaye Wilde and Justyn Koh have been 

working with the University of Melbourne and the Victorian Curriculum and  

Assessment Authority (VCAA) to develop assessment rubrics for Design and  

Technology that can be used by Westgarth teachers as well as teachers from  

across Victoria. Rubrics are a printed set of criteria that is used to assess students’ 

knowledge, performance/products and allows for the giving of targeted feedback.  

 

This work supports our teachers and students with tools to identify what students can 
currently do and plan the next steps to progress their learning.  This idea of students 
articulating their next steps in the learning process fits seamlessly with the work that 
we have been doing at Westgarth in providing students with ‘I can’ statements where 
they are empowered to track their learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Maths Night is back for 2018  

This was a super fun night last year – and it promises to be one again.  
Last year, over 200 families attended. There will be lots of engaging,  
challenging and hand-on tasks for you and your child to do.  
This event is a must for your calendar:  
Wednesday, 19 September from 5:30 – 7:00 pm in the WEB  
(Clarke Street).  

Come for the maths. Stay for the fun!  

Golden lunchbox 

Grades with the greatest percentage  
of rubbish-free lunches this fortnight  
are: 
 1 Vicky, 3 Ruth/Taryn (20 August) 
 2 Lucy/Kathy, 5 Sharon (27 August)  

Golden boot 

Grades with the greatest percentage  
of active travel this fortnight are: 
 

 1 Vicky, 6 Tessa (20 August) 
 1 Rose, 3 Ruth/Taryn (27 August)  

 

2019 class placements 

Do you feel that there is information that the school needs to consider, and is not  
currently aware, for your child’s 2019 class placement? Please make an appointment with 
Donald (term 3) to inform our 2019 class placement process. Please call the school on 
9481 5577 to make an appointment. 

Also, if your child is in Prep – Year 5, and will not be attending Westgarth next year, please 
let the office know asap so we can factor this into our 2019 planning. 

Year 3 design and technology 

In 2019, providing there is a need/interest, Gaye and Stacey will run education programs  for 

parents and carers (P – 2, 3 – 4 and 5 – 6) centred on phonics and spelling. These sessions will 

build on the professional learning that Gaye and Stacey have delivered to teachers in 2018. 



Diary Dates 2018 
TERM 3 
Thurs 6 Sept     AFL Dress up Day—Gold coin donation 
Fri 7 Sept     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Mon 10 Sept    District Athletics (Coburg Athletics Track) 
Wed 12 Sept    Reaching for the Stars concludes  
Mon 12 - 14 Sept    Year 4 Camp 
Wed 19 Sept    Family Maths Night 
Fri 21 Sept     End of Term 3 *2:30pm Dismissal 
 

TERM 4 
Mon 8 Oct     Term 4 commences 
Tues 9 Oct     Division Athletics 
Wed 17 Oct     Region Athletics 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Tues 30 Oct     Parent Education: Emotional Regulation (7-8pm) WEB Building 
Fri 2 Nov     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Tues 6 Nov     Melbourne Cup Public Holiday *Pupil free day  
Fri 9 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #1 
Fri 16 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #2 
Wed 21 Nov     Year 4-6 Triathlon  
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Fri 7 Dec     2019 Prep Orientation #3 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
      Whole School Transition Day  
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 14 Dec     Reports go home 
Mon 17 Dec     Concert Rehearsal 
Tues 18 Dec     End of Year Concert 
Fri 21 Dec     End of Term 4 *2:30pm Dismissal 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
School Council Wed 12 September 7:00pm Resource Room 
Environment TBC 
Finance  Wed 5 September 8:00am Jo’s Office 
OSHC      Wed 5 September  
Policy      TBC 
RPWP      TBC 
 

Westgarth Primary School 5 

2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 12 September 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

We have an overflowing volume of clothing in our lost property tubs.  
Please ensure your child’s clothing is labelled so it can be returned back 
to their classroom where possible.  
 
Locations of lost property are:  
Brooke Street—Outside Prep Siobhan, Clark St—Outside the Gym 
OSHC—Inside the farmhouse 
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School Council News - School Council 15 August 2018  
School Council (SC) met on 15 August 2018 for the first meeting of Term 3.  The usual order of business was discussed 
and included the following:  

 Acting Principal’s Report – 
 Education support staff - Donald Eddington acknowledged the incredible education support staff we have at  
Westgarth who do an amazing job to ensure our school runs effectively – a big thank you goes out to the whole  
support team. 
 School cleaning - He informed School Council that the new contracted cleaning services had begun their work at 
the school and employment of our previous cleaners has ensured there has been no disruption. 
 Professional learning - He also informed council about professional learning of the teaching staff, which involves 
significant investment from both the staff and the school, in terms of both time and money, focussing efforts on  
continuous improvement in the areas of student learning, engagement and wellbeing. 
 Community engagement - Following last year’s Parent Opinion Survey, which showed that 91% of responses were 
positive within the ‘Parent participation and involvement’ factors, the Department of Education and Training (DET) has 
shown interest in using our methods to support broader community engagement across all Victorian schools.  This has 
led to Erika Hellstrom (Prep and Year 4 parent) and Donald sharing the schools collaborative approach at the Education 
State in Schools Forum.  Thanks to Erika and Donald for representing us at this forum. 
 Indigenous education - The staff at Westgarth establish, promote and model practices that address issues of 
equality, equity and inclusion, which includes their work around indigenous education and reconciliation.  This term, 
Donald was invited to share the school’s teaching of indigenous culture and history with the Darebin Education Group 
and students from Years 1 through to 5 have all received and been involved with a variety of learning activities  
covering indigenous education. 
 
The great results the school achieves and the fantastic recognition it receives would not be possible without the hard 
work, dedication and enthusiasm put in and shown by the teaching and education support staff – Thank you to you all.     

 Finance subcommittee – The main topic of discussion for this agenda item was associated with increases in fees to 
cover the Kitchen Garden costs.  This was discussed in light of the recent Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Working 
Party (SAKGWP) finding that the school has had to support the program to the tune of $250k over the past 4 years, 
which is not sustainable.  Several models and increases were discussed, and the Finance subcommittee will now  
consider these and determine the best way forward to meet the annual shortfall.  In addition, and separate to the 
Kitchen Garden fees discussion, School Council approved an increase of $20.00 to the Essentials component of the  
Parent Payments for 2019. 
 Education subcommittee – reported that 87 students participated in the Australian Maths Competition and that 
the Catching on Early talk was attended by 72 parents, with the session, and the great information it provided, being 
well received and appreciated. 
      Environment subcommittee – reported on: quotations received with respect to refurbishing the Brooke St yard 
following asbestos removal; that the storage facilities between the music room and the farmhouse were almost  
finished and will replace the storage container in the far corner of Clarke Street campus; and, that a Working Bee is 
pending. 

       Parents and Friends – reported on the intended upcoming events including, amongst other items, AFL dress up 
day for the students, a walkathon and cherry boxes for Christmas gifts. 
 
Essential business was then discussed with the first item being the Student Pledge.  This has been drafted by the 
School Captains and reviewed by staff, the Junior School Council and, prior to this newsletter, the Education  
Subcommittee.  The Pledge has been designed to reflect the schools values, make a commitment to reconciliation and 
recognition of the Wurundjeri peoples land, and celebrate diversity and belonging.  Following the review process the 
pledge will be finalised and presented back to School Council for its adoption and use at School Assembly. 
 
Attitudes to Alcohol Survey – The results of this survey were then reviewed and discussed (please refer to the full  
results below).   

 
This was the most responded to survey that the School has run to date, with 412 respondents (prior to this 
survey the highest response received was to the Homework Survey, with 248 respondents).  Given the number 
of respondents, School Council felt that this was a strong reflection and indication of the School Communities 
attitude to responsible alcohol consumption.   
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The results for Questions 1, 2, 4 and 5 showed that there was a strong acceptance:  
 of responsible alcohol consumption on the school premises at ‘community’ events both when students are  

present and when they are not present (Q1 and 2);  
 of responsible alcohol consumption off school premises at events when students are present (e.g. musical and 

Year 6 Graduation) (Q4); and, 
 with alcohol being offered as part of a prize at school events (Q5).   
Given the community attitude, responsible alcohol consumption will continue at the events covered by these four 
questions.   

 
The community attitude to Q3, however, which was associated with responsible alcohol consumption during 
‘curriculum/learning related’ events when students are present (e.g. the art show), showed a much closer  
response across all three answers (yes, neutral and no).  Consequently, School Council voted on, and in favour 
of, a motion that alcohol not be served by the school, brought in to the school community or consumed at the 
Art Show as it is to be an alcohol free event.  The motion was moved that the art show be a dry/alcohol free 
event.  

 
Finally, School Council voted, unanimously, that we would not accept a $200 sponsorship donation from Northcote RSL 
for Year 6 awards in 2018 or beyond.  This decision followed a planning submission from Northcote RSL to Darebin 
Council to increase the number of pokie machines at its venue.  Within its submission, Northcote RSL had included 
Westgarth Primary School, amongst other local schools, as a recipient of this sponsorship.  In light of our Sponsorship 
Policy, which includes our stance on gambling, we felt that the School should and could no longer receive this  
sponsorship.   
 
Any member of our school community can bring items to the School Council Agenda and can attend School Council 
meetings as an observer.  If you would like to table something for discussion at School Council or attend a meeting as 
an observer please feel free to contact me, Donald Eddington or any of the School Councillors (this can be done 
through the School Office) and we can add it to the agenda on your behalf.  We also welcome additional assistance on 
our sub-committees, so again please contact us if you would like to become involved. 
 
Kind regards,    
Gary Selwyn, President  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to view the results of the Attitudes towards alcohol at WPS events survey. 

   

    

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/attitudes_towards_alcohol_at_wps_events.pdf
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

Westgarth is an eSmart school and value the 
commitment to raise a generation of smart, safe and 
responsible children who are capable and  
compassionate – both on and offline.  As next week 
is National eSmart Week, classroom teachers will be 
revising and discussing what it means to be smart, 
safe and responsible online with their students. 
 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

When conflict is poorly managed it can have a negative 

impact on children’s relationships, on their self-esteem 

and on their learning. However, teaching children the skills 

for resolving conflict can help significantly. By learning to 

manage conflict effectively, children’s skills for getting 

along with others can be improved. Children are much 

happier, have better friendships and are better learners at 

school when they know how to manage conflict well. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 

access KidsMatter resources that support student  

wellbeing and mental health. 

  
 
 

We had a great range of celebrations during this year’s Book 
Week. The children and teachers excelled themselves in the  
costume department and there was much excitement during the 
Book Character Parade at our Assembly. During the week and a 

half of celebrations, we welcomed the authors Sue DeGennaro  (P-2), Michael Wagner (for the 
3/4s) and Sammy J. (for the Grade 5 and 6 students). Parents and grandparents came in to share 
favourite stories with the children and there were buddy activities showcasing the shortlisted 
books. The children voted on their favourite books and we presented the official winners of the 
CBCA shortlist as well as the children’s favourites at Monday Assemblies. A huge thank you to our 
Grade 6 Library Captains Daniel F, Scarlett T, Evie T and Jack D who did a brilliant job of welcoming, 
introducing and thanking our visiting authors. Thanks also to everyone for embracing Book Week. 
Please take a few minutes to have a look at the photos on display in the Web library area on Clarke 
Street and the large pin board outside the Computer Lab on the Brooke Street site. 
Sincerely, 
Chris Sarandis 
Support & Library 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 20—Friday 24 August 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com  
Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Moroccan Menu 
Date, Honey and Vegetable Tagine 

Moroccan Carrot Salad 

Spicy Couscous 

Dried Apricots and Figs in Syrup 
 

 

 

 

 

Incorporating your carrot tops 

Children from the last garden class of the week presented me with a huge tub of carrot tops and asked if we 

could make something with them in the kitchen sessions. Wanting to use as much as possible of each   

vegetable grown with such passion we researched and decided to make some Carrot Top Pesto. Thus, we 

now have some ready in the freezer for pasta or pizza bases. You can also incorporate carrot tops into your 

stir fries, chop them into any green veggie dish with some garlic and oil or create whatever takes your fancy.  

We all need to remind ourselves that it is only our imagination that limits it us in the kitchen. Ask your  

children – they have been coming up with ideas we haven’t considered! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Here are the ingredients we used but olive oil, garlic, carrot tops and toasted sunflower seeds are the basics.   

Improving Knife Skills 

The Year 3s have been proudly  

Cutting, Cutting, Cutting! Here you can see one of them using the bear 

claw effectively to keep his fingers and thumb safe and cut the apple 

effectively. It would be great to give any of your KG children some  

extra practice to increase their confidence and skill using cucumbers, 

pre cut pears, apples or anything that isn’t too hard or awkward.  

Cutting cucumbers in half to give a flat surface is a good idea early on. 

Get your child to show you the bridge and the top chop.  

Then enjoy a tasty, fresh salad or fruit plate you have prepared  

together! 

Recipes,  
click here! 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com  
Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Activities 

In the Garden 

Grade 3 

Students have been spreading 
mulch, watering, learning about 
herbs, mapping the garden,  
obtaining their wheelbarrow and 
tool licenses. 

 

Grade 4 

Food webs, measurement of area 
and temperature, collecting and 
packaging seeds, experiments to 
determine what happens when 
plants are deprived of light and 
nutrients. 

 

Grade 5 

Making wicking pots from  
recycled milk cartons, printing on 
fabric with flowers and leaves,  
designing decorations for new 
garden fence. 

  

All this is additional to all the  
routine care of the kitchen  
garden. 

 
 

Busy Term 3  
 

 
Grade 3 students – learning to identify herbs through sight, 

touch, smell and taste 
  

 
Citrus Tasting and Plant Dyed Raffia Drying in the Sun  

(a wonderful workshop held in conjunction with Spanish  
Discovery class] 

  

  

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com


Westgarth Primary School 

 

OSHC NEWS 

Students at OSHC took to the air recently when the Royal Flying Doctor Service’s  
interactive aeromedical simulator touched down at the school to show them the high-tech 
world of remote rescue operations. The simulator was a life-size replica of the fuselage of 
a Flying Doctor aircraft. It was fully equipped with stretchers, communication devices,  
oxygen masks, and equipment used by the RFDS.  

The children got to experience first-hand the working lives of the everyday heroes who staff the Flying Doctor Service 
planes, including the doctors, nurses and pilots who make such a significant contribution to keeping people safe in  
remote areas.  
 

The incursion proved to be a very unique and enjoyable experience for all 
involved. Highlights among the pupils  
included the ability explore and handle medical equipment, communi-
cating messages via headsets, and landing a plane using the on-board flight 
simulator.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

All pictures provided by 
the Westgarth OSHC  

Camera Club 
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Term 3 Spring school holiday program 
Golden Gear STEAM Laboratory 

Robotics Coding Makerspace  
craft activities Games arcade, 2 day Lego  

Mindstorms space challenge & more! 
 

Mon Sept 24th - Thurs 27th Sept  
9.30am - 3.30pm 

@ Westgarth Primary School Northcote 
 

Details/bookings via our website 
www.goldengearrobotics.com.au  

https://www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics/ 

http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics/

