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SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
The fete crew are looking for a parent or carer to run the Media stall this year.  
Games, movies and music, and not too hard to run. 
 

DRINK DONATIONS 
This popular stall runs entirely on donated stock so please pick up a case of something next time you’re at the  
supermarket (there’s always something on special) and drop it in to the school office. 
 

As part of the Fete’s War On Waste this year we’re asking for donations in cans or glass bottles please.  
No plastic bottled water (there are plenty of places to grab a drink of water around the school) and no tetra juice 
packs (as they’re not readily recyclable and have plastic straws that are easily littered). 
If you’d prefer to donate juice rather than soft drink, we’ll happily take large plastic bottles of long life juice and decant 
them into tumblers at the stall. 
Any questions just get in touch with Ian (Emmett, 5 Megan) - 0417 943 004. 
 
BOOK DONATIONS 
The school is aiming for a more 'boutique' pre-loved book stall this year, to help cut down on books ending up in landfill 
(given limited charity interest in unsold books). 
So please fill a bag or a box with decent children's and adult's book and leave them in the gym hallway. 
 
Anything else regarding the Fete or volunteering, please email ianrogers717@gmail.com or call 0409 716 442. 

 
GREEN THUMBS 
The next and final planting day for 2018 is this Sunday afternoon. 
16 September 2pm to 4pm at Michelle’s house, 231 Heidelberg Rd, 
Northcote. 
 

Planting tasks - transplant 600 tomato plants  
RSVP to Meg on mmsiemensma@gmail.com

 

But not just any pots.  We are looking for small pots! 
Drop off point for donated pots: Next to lost property, near the computer lab on 
Brooke St . There is a large black bin with a sign on it. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
mailto:mmsiemensma@gmail.com
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TOY STALL UPDATE 
The toy stall will only be accepting toy deliveries on the weekend of the Fete.  In the meantime, make use of the school 
holidays to cull, cull, cull those excess toys. 
With 6 weeks to go until Fete weekend, it’s a great chance to steal your children’s toys, and hide them in your  
wardrobe so you can see if they miss them or not before donating them. I know mine haven’t even noticed the three 
boxes I stole last school holidays.   
 

We will be standing by to accept deliveries on Friday 19 October after school and all day Saturday 20 October - sorting, 
pricing and accepting your bags of donations with great glee. 
Unfortunately, we can’t accept deliveries on the morning of the Fete, or after 4.00 p.m. the night before, due to the 
work involved in getting ready. 
If you are available to stay for a bit and and help the minions, I can’t imagine any of them doing anything except  
offering you plenty of love.  
 

The minions' favourite donors are the ones who seal puzzles/games/toys up in plastic wrap/zip lock bags with a note to 
say ‘complete’, or ‘missing one piece’ etc. 
Please make sure toys are clean and fit for purpose - old undies and one-legged dolls are not going to find someone to 
love them!  
 

Thanks for your amazing donations in anticipation... 
Buzz, Pooh and the minions (the Toy Team)  
- Julie Carpenter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SABORES STALL 
Hola todos, Sabores regresa al Fete ( hello everyone Sabores Stall comes back to the Fete again!!) 
 

Hi all, a quick note to let you know Sabores Stall is starting the engines again, and we are looking for our kind crew of 
delicious volunteers to give us a hand.  
 

We are preparing lovely dishes again for this year's Fete aiming to contribute to the 
much needed funds for the school so please make sure you spare one hour or an 
evening night during the week of the 14th and 20th of October. Details to be con-
firmed. 
 

We do need your help to be able to achieve so much, so I would appreciate very  
much any help from our class Sarah 4 or anyone else who just want to give us a  
hand.  
 

Guaranteed success in flavours for sure, don't be shy, say hello at  
dianakkerman@gamil.com or send me a text at 0408 748 631. 
Muchas gracias, 
- Diana 

mailto:dianakkerman@gamil.com
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From the Acting Principal - Donald Eddington 
 

I have been popping into Before School Care a couple of times a week this term and chatting to the students as they 
enjoy a bowl of cereal and toast and participate in various activities. A few early birds took great delight in seeing 
Michelle Thompson and me jumping rope last week.  
 
A new shed has been built, from locally raised funds, between the music room and Farm  
House. This shed will be used to store the school’s fete equipment meaning that we  
will no longer have use for the shipping container on the Clarke Street site. At a date still to  
be determined, the removal of the shipping contain will provide some additional play space. 
 
Our Year 4 students have just one more sleep to go before they head off to camp. Parents and 
carers can stay up to date on what is happening on camp via FlexiBuzz. Thanks to Alice, Andy, Mark, Tom, Ben, Brenda, 
Cameron, Phana and Sarah who will be attending camp from Wednesday to Friday. 
 
Reaching for the stars, our after school extra-curricular program for students in Years 4 – 6 is coming to an end for 
2018. Thank you to Aimee, Alex, Ben, John, Lorena, Mark, Sophie and Yolanda for running this year’s Movie makers, 
Sewing society, Senior Band, STEM club and Wildlife at Westgarth. Short, regular updates about the program have  
appeared in each newsletter this term. 
 

Content on the school’s website has been re-aligned to focus on our core business  

of student learning, wellbeing and engagement. This re-alignment is also designed to 

bring to the fore the great, collective work that is being undertaken at Westgarth and  

for easier access of information to parents, carers and wider community. 

 
The results of the 2018 NAPLAN tests were released on Thursday, 30 August and sent 
home to parents on Friday, 31 August. We are pleased to report that our results continue to show an upward trend 
across most areas – particularly in Year 5. An analysis of our 2018 results will take place during the 6 November  
Education sub-committee meeting – of which all parents and carers are welcome to attend.  
 

Congratulations to all the students who competed at the District Athletics yesterday. While the results are yet to be 
confirmed, the students did a great job representing the school both with their performance on the day and behaviour. 
 
 

No digging in the dirt 

On Wednesday, 5 September, I spoke to students in every grade across the school about no longer 
digging in the dirt. This was also communicated to the school community via FlexiBuzz. From this 
point forward, with the exception of kitchen-garden, the only space the students are allowed to dig is 
in the sand pits (two of which are located on both the Brooke and Clarke Street sites). 
  
This decision is primarily based on two reasons: 
1. The digging of holes can create tripping hazards. 
2. The digging has the potential to damage the asbestos-control measures in place specific to our 
school. 
  
Teachers and education support staff, including Out Of School Hours Care staff, are being asked to be 
vigilant while on duty and to re-direct all students digging in dirt to the sand pit areas. While I am 
aware that many of our students enjoying digging in the dirt, parents, carers and staff have been 
asked for their support in changing the culture from ‘dirt digging’ to ‘sand digging’. 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au
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Teacher professional learning (Pupil-free day) 

Our work on Friday (7 September) was two-fold. 
  
1. Using the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) continua to self-assess where we are ‘at’ 
in relation to: Excellence in teaching and learning, Professional leadership, Positive climate for learning 
and Community engagement in learning – and what evidence do we have to support this belief. This  
self-assessment will be used, in conjunction with the Attitudes to School, Parent Opinion and School Staff 
survey data, to inform the 2019 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP). The FISO can be accessed at:  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/management/
improvementContinuaForSchoolImprovement.pdf 

  
2. Learner agency – which refers to the level of autonomy and power that a student experiences in the 

learning environment. Agency gives students the power to direct and take responsibility for their 
learning, creating independent and self-regulating learners. 
  
Teachers worked on making our English and mathematics ‘I can’ statements more student-friendly 
language and include illustrative examples (words and/or images) that help to explicitly detail what 
the students need to do, say, make or write. 
  
Later, students will provide feedback on this work as a ‘quality assurance measure’ to ensure the 
tracking statements are meaningful to them. 

Term 4 pupil-free day: Friday, 2 November – why this date? 

Schools are required to undertake Cultural Understanding and Safety training.  
Through this training, staff will gain an understanding of indigenous culture, the  
importance of equity and inclusion in educational practice, and what schools can  
do to provide a culturally safe learning environment for Koori students. 
  
The Cultural Understanding and Safety training takes 3.5 hours to complete, and is delivered by  
Department of Education and Training Koori Education Support Officers (KESO). 
  
Traditionally, the day before Melbourne Cup Day is a pupil-free day at Westgarth – and it was the  
preference of staff and School Council to undertake the training on this day. However, the KESOs were 
already booked to deliver training at other schools on this day. Consequently, we went with option two, 
which was for staff to undertake the training on Friday, 2 November as this was a day that was available 

 

2019 class placements 

Do you feel that there is information that the school needs to consider, and is not cur-
rently aware, for your child’s 2019 class placement? Please make an appointment with 
Donald (by the end of term 3) to inform our 2019 class placement process. Please call 
the school on 9481 5577 to make an appointment. 

Also, if your child is in Prep – Year 5, and will not be attending Westgarth next year, 
please let the office know asap so we can factor this into our 2019 planning. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/management/improvement/ContinuaForSchoolImprovement.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/management/improvement/ContinuaForSchoolImprovement.pdf
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBk6ydpKrdAhVOdt4KHZ2fCscQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.hfegypt.org/&psig=AOvVaw2qTdwIsjoSYah55GLBtflZ&ust=1536457453817568
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Student pledge 
As previously reported in the newsletter, our School Captains have been working on a pledge that reflects our 
school values. The draft has had the input of staff, Junior School Council members, parents and carers and goes to 
School Council tonight. The draft pledge can be accessed via: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/252/School-Council-
Sub-Committee-Meeting-Agendas  

 
This term, the school captains have been working on a Westgarth Student Pledge. While making this we 
have learnt to collaborate and develop our team working skills, as well as having learnt to take our time to 
make the best student pledge possible. We let everyone in the school have their say and considered the 
feedback to make the pledge flow and easy to understand. We gained knowledge on Reconciliation, diver-
sity and how to make sure everyone is included in the Westgarth Student Pledge. It was an overall great 
learning experience and taught us more about being good leaders. 

– Harper, Jacqui, Mia and Remy(School Captains) 
 

 

Family Maths Night is back for 2018 

This was a super fun night last year – and it promises to be  
one again. Last year, over 200 families attended. There will  
be lots of engaging, challenging and hand-on tasks for you  
and your child to do. This event is a must for your calendar:  
Wednesday, 19 September from 5:30 – 7:00 pm in the  
WEB (Clarke Street). 

Come for the maths. Stay for the fun! 

Students and sustainability 

Our school promotes and recognises sustainability practices by students through its Golden lunchbox and 
Golden boot awards, which are announced during Monday morning assembly. 

 

Golden lunchbox 

Grades with the greatest  
percentage of rubbish-free  
lunches this fortnight are: 
1 Yolanda, 3/4 Brenda (3 September) 
2 Mark, 6 Madeline (10 September) 

Golden boot 

Grades with the greatest  
percentage of active travel  
this fortnight are: 
1 Yolanda, 5 Megan (3 September) 
2 Mark, 6 Madeline (10 September) 

SunSmart 
We would like to remind all students that they are required to wear a sunsmart hat and sun safe 
clothing until the end of Term 4.  Caps do not provide adequate sun protection so please make 
sure your child has a broad—brimmed or legionnaire style hat.  It is also recommended that  
students apply sunscreen to protect their skin. Singlet and tops with narrow straps are not  
suitable to wear at school. Hats are available for purchase at the office for $11.  
Please visit Sun Smart’s resources page at  
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools 
/resources-primary-early-childhood  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/252/School-Council-Sub-Committee-Meeting-Agendas
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/252/School-Council-Sub-Committee-Meeting-Agendas
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools/resources-primary-early-childhood
http://www.sunsmart.com.au/communities/early-childhood-primary-schools/resources-primary-early-childhood


Diary Dates 2018 
TERM 3 
Wed 12 Sept    Reaching for the Stars concludes with the exception of STEM 
Mon 12 - 14 Sept    Year 4 Camp 
Wed 19 Sept    Family Maths Night 
Fri 21 Sept     End of Term 3 *2:30pm Dismissal 
 

TERM 4 
Mon 8 Oct     Term 4 commences 
      Walktober Begins 
Tues 9 Oct     Division Athletics 
Wed 17 Oct     Region Athletics 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Wed 24 Oct     JSC Talent Show 
Tues 30 Oct     Parent Education: Supporting your child's social/emotional growth (7-8pm) 
Fri 2 Nov     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Tues 6 Nov     Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (Pupil free day) 
Fri 9 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #1 
Fri 16 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #2 
Wed 21 Nov     Year 4-6 Triathlon  
Mon 26 Nov     Walkathon Fundraiser 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Fri 7 Dec     2019 Prep Orientation #3 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
      Prep - 5 Meet the Teacher for 2019 
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 14 Dec     Reports go home 
Mon 17 Dec     Concert Rehearsal 
Tues 18 Dec     End of Year Concert 
Fri 21 Dec     End of Term 4 *2:30pm Dismissal 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
School Council Wed 12 September 7:00pm Resource Room 
Environment TBC 
Finance  TBC 
OSHC      TBC 
Policy      TBC 
RPWP      TBC 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 12 September 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

 

Students dismissed at 
2:30pm 
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

Last week was National eSmart Week and our  
students participated in some activities as a  
reminder to take care with their digital footprints.  
See our website for a snapshot of some of the tasks 
that our students were working on. 
 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

The skills needed for resolving conflict effectively are  

complex. They involve managing feelings, understanding 

others, communicating effectively, developing options 

and making decisions. Parents and carers play an  

important role in helping children resolve conflicts. 

 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

 

Get your Entertainment Membership NOW  
to help Westgarth Primary School raise much  

needed funds for our MasterPlan in time  
for school holidays! 

 
 

Help us raise for our School by buying an  
Entertainment Membership from us.  

 
You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for 

everything you love to do, and help our  
fundraising at the same time. Hurry,  

Entertainment Memberships sell out quickly. 

 

Note there are some exciting new discount offers 

great for the School Holidays - Lego Land has 

joined and don’t forget there’s  

Luna Park, Strike Bowling, Bounce,  

        Palace & Village Cinemas,  

Puffing Billy & many more.   

 

Order here! 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
https://fundraiser.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473?referrer=NA
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Division Basketball 
Last week the Westgarth’s girls team played against Reservoir East Primary to qualify for the second round of 
division games.  Our team played extraordinarily well and won the game 44 to 4. Thanks again to Grant H for 
his super coaching and for Tom supervising the team.  A massive thanks to all the parents that drove their 
children to the game and cheered along the sidelines.  We now go through to the next round and will be 
playing Preston primary first week back after the holidays.  
 

 
 
Northcote District Athletics Carnival  
Just a quick note to say that we had our district athletics carnival yesterday at Coburg. Our students were  
absolutely superb!  They competed so well, were great sports and were the best behaved students (of 
course).  I will have more details in the next newsletter with results. 
Thanks very much to Glenn and Sarah who supervised the students and to Alison F who braved the journey 
on the bus with the students. 
 
Term 3 sport diary dates 
Wednesday 19 September Grade 6 district girl’s soccer day (interested students only) @ McDonnel oval 
 
Thanks, 
Rushe Lynch 
PE Teacher 

Pippi Jacqui Harriet Ilaria Amy Alanna Zoe Emily Jacqueline 

 

Frogs!! 
There are rumours that frogs have arrived at the Westgarth Habitat (in 

Clarke St carpark). There have been reports of croaking in the  
evenings...  

keep your eyes (and ears) peeked!   
 
 
 

 
 
The habitat is looking very lush 
and wild at the moment and there 
have been a lot of native birds 
visiting during the day time.  
 
We know that brush tail possums 
come at night as we captured them 
with a motion-sensitive wildlife 
camera last year.  
 
It’s nice to know that there is a 
little wild place tucked away in 
the school!  
 

- Andy Ashton 
Year 5 Teacher 
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Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com  
Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Asian Menu 
Broccoli Stir Fry with Honey Soy Dressing 
Vietnamese Rice Paper Rolls 
Asian Coleslaw 
Galletas de Mariposas (Butterfly Biscuits)  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our new aprons 
(right)  for the 

kitchen skills group 
were  

celebrated with the 
galletas de  
mariposas. 

Sam and Sadie (above) and Anna and Lilly 
(left) developing their new skills with rice  

paper rolls. 

Rice paper rolls (above) finely 
chopped and  

assembled by our budding Year 3 
cooks. 

 
 

Well 
washed 

carrots for 
our stir fry 
and Asian 
coleslaw. 

 
 

Creatively 
arranged 
fruit plate 

with  
edible 

flowers. 

Recipes, 

Click 

here! 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Bright Sparks Holiday Program  
Bright Sparks is a creative arts program designed 
to help children learn about themselves and their 
relationships with others, promoting confidence, 
resilience and general wellbeing. Sessions are run 
by a Creative Arts Therapist and are beneficial for 
all children from Prep to Grade 3. 
10.30am - 2.30pm on October 2, 3 and 4 
$170 / $150 (concession) for a 3 day course or 
$65 per session 
 

Jika Jika Community Centre, Northcote. Bookings 
essential. 
Contact Naomi on 0421 914 220 or email:  
naomi@brightsparks.id.au 

mailto:naomi@brightsparks.id.au

