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Plenty of ways to help at the fete! 
Volunteer for an hour or two on a stall. 
Use the school interviews system to sign up. 
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au 
and use the code zw8gc 
 
Running around before and after the fete 
 Collect food orders on the Friday 19th. 
 Collect the trailerised potato oven, from Braeside, on Friday 19th. Return it on the Monday. 
 Collect the silent disco on Saturday 20th, from South Melbourne. Return it on the Monday. 
 Help sell tickets and wristbands.  
 Help envelope wristbands in time to be sent home on the Friday before the fete. 
Email ianrogers717@gmail.com or call on 0409 716 442. 
 
Sponsorship  
We are offering parents and businesses the opportunity to sponsor a ride or stall. This is a great opportunity 
to make a personal or business contribution to the school. Contact Susan Price at the school on 9481 5577 or 
email on price.susan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
Please note donations can be made through Westgarth Primary School’s Tax Deductible Building Fund. 

 
Calling all Village People!  
Come along to help us build the village for the fete on Saturday and then pack it down on Sunday between  
4-6pm. A huge benefit of the Village People is that all your volunteering happens outside of the fete, so you 
get to enjoy the rides and fairy floss with the best of them. You will also increase your skills in the area of  
gazebo erection, sand bag filling and table wiping, what more could you want??  
Register online or email tanyaelliott60@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
http://schoolinterviews.com.au/zw8gc
mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
mailto:price.susan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:tanyaelliott60@hotmail.com
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WAR ON FETE WASTE 
Behind every good fete is a pile of leftovers that didn't sell, but are too good for landfill! 
We are calling for volunteers who are willing to collect a boot load of leftover stock for delivery to the op 
shop of their choice. 
We would need you to collect items from outside the school canteen (covered area) between 5pm and 6pm 
Sunday 21 October 2018.  They will be boxed or bagged for easy carrying. 
Then at a time convenient to you and during opening hours, drop off the goods to an op shop near you 
(please observe op shop instructions and do not 'dump' goods out of hours). 
If you are able to help out with this important task, please contact Emma Savage  
emma@emmasavage.com.au 
 
War On Fete Waste - Thank you Message 
Before and after the excitement of fete day, there’s waste. We get donated a large quantity of goods for our 
trash and treasure, toys, clothes and book stalls, and not all of it is purchased on fete day. 
We try our best to move it to charitable organizations but sometimes the goods just aren’t suitable for them. 
That's when we are deeply grateful to our waste removal sponsors!! 
This year we will have a skip for removing rubbish and unsaleable 
leftovers kindly donated by Mobile Skips. 
And after the party is over and you and I are relaxing, Ricky’s Rubbish  
Removals, our long term waste removal sponsors, will be swooping in  
Monday morning to take away the remaining rubbish and return our  
playground to full use. 
We couldn’t be more grateful to our waste removal sponsors, so if 
you are in the market for a skip or rubbish removal, please consider giving them your business! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello, Happy Crafters 
 

It’s time to start handing over the fruits of your labour.  
If you have anything ready to donate to the Craft Stall, 
please get in touch so that we can start planning and  
pricing. All donations welcome! 
All items to be handed in by October 12, please.  
 

Contact lyndall26@gmail.com / 0412 738 390 

Whopping Great Fete Craft Stall 

mailto:emma@emmasavage.com.au
mailto:lyndall26@gmail.com


Westgarth Primary School 3 

 

From the Principal - Jo Wheeler 
 

It is hard to believe that we are already in October.  The year is flying past at a startling pace.  It was lovely to 
return yesterday after my break and I would like to acknowledge and thank Donald for his leadership of the 
school, Ben for stepping into the acting Assistant Principal role and Carolyn for her increased workload in my 
absence.   I would also like to thank Ian Rogers and the incredible team of parents organising the fete.  So 
much work has already gone into it and we all need to pull together to make the day a great one.  
 
What’s happening in Term 4 
We have a number of events planned for the term.  Some of these include: 
 Whopping Great Fete (21 October) 
 Junior School Council Talent Show (24 October) 
 Parent/Carer Education: Supporting your child's social/emotional growth (30 October)  
 Walk-a-thon to raise funds for a new kiln (26 November) 
 Biennial Art Show (5 December) 
 Year 6 Graduation (13 December). 
 
Soil management/asbestos-related controls on Brooke Street 
The Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA) met with School Council’s Environment sub-committee on 
Monday, 8 October. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss landscaping options that will be established 
over existing asbestos-control measures (such as the geo-fabric installed earlier this year, which is  
considered an industry best-practice solution). 
 
The landscaping options will also be aesthetically pleasing and not seasonally dependent. The Environment 
committee’s preferred option will be presented at the next School Council meeting. The school is committed 
to working with the VSBA to achieve a permanent, long-term solution to this issue.  
 
Because of her, we can: Yarning conference 
Over 40 Year 5 students will attend Darebin Council’s Because of her, we can: Yarning conference on 23  
October. The conference will celebrate the invaluable contributions that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
women have made – and continue to make – to our communities, history and nation. Westgarth is one of 
ten schools participating in this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching and Learning News 
You will soon be receiving term 4’s Teaching and Learning News, via FlexiBuzz, which outlines the classroom 
and specialist programs at each year level. The inquiry focus across the school for this term are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Unit of inquiry Curriculum area 

Prep Making and moving  

Gardening 

Media arts, Dance and Drama 

Science 

Year 1 & 3 Mighty Minibeasts Science 

Year 3 & 4 Dream it, Make it Science, Design and Technology 

Year 5 & 6 Power to the people Civics & Citizenship and Ethical capability 
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2019 grades 
Information has been collected from families and passed on to classroom teachers who 
have now begun working on the 2019 grade lists. As you can imagine this is a large task 
and involves considering all of the students’ learning, social and emotional needs.  

 
 

Will your family be at Westgarth in 2019? 
If your child is in Prep – Year 5, and will not be attending Westgarth next year, please let the office know asap 
so we can factor this into our 2019 planning.  
 
 
 
Transition programs at Westgarth 
Westgarth has a comprehensive transition program to ensure that students continue to be successful as they 
move onto the following year. 
 
Prep orientation 
The dates for the 2019 Prep orientation program are: 
 Friday, 9 November: Craft and stories for students/Information session by WPS staff 
 Friday, 16 November: Craft and stories for students/Q & A session with currentWPS parents 
 Friday, 7 December: Students meet their new classmates and teacher 
 
Prep – Year 5 transition 
Your child will be asked to nominate up to five friends, of which he/she is guaranteed at least one, to inform 
2019 grade placements. Teachers will then engage students, from across the year level, in a range of social 
tasks to ensure that the mix of students for a proposed grade is successful. The 2019 ‘Meet the teacher’ day 
will take place on Tuesday, 11 December. 
 

In addition, this term, Year 2 students will begin playing on the Clarke Street site each Friday at lunchtime. 
This provides students with opportunities to explore the play spaces available to them.   
 

Primary to secondary school transition 
The State Secondary Orientation Day will take place on Tuesday, 11 December. This is an exciting time but, 
for a large number of families, it can also be incredibly daunting. An electronic copy of Preparing for  
Secondary School in Darebin: A Guide for Parents 2018 and Preparing for Secondary School in Yarra: A Guide 
for Parents 2018 appear on our website: 
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/266/Year-7-transition  
 

 

 
 
2018 Family Maths Night  
Last term’s Family Maths Night was a huge success with an estimated 
400 children, parents and carers dropping in throughout the night. 
Thank you to the parents and carers who came along, and to the staff 
who helped set up/pack up and stayed back to facilitate the problem 
solving tasks and the coding.  
 
Family Maths Night will return in term 4, 2019.  
 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/266/Year-7-transition
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Parent/carer education: Supporting your child's social/emotional growth 

Children develop at different rates socially, emotionally, behaviourally and com-
municatively. They require adult support to make good choices, exercise self-
control and to develop empathy until they are able to self-manage. At Westgarth, 
we employ relationship-based strategies to support emotional and social devel-
opment, and promote student wellbeing. 
 
Miranda Van Styn (Speech Pathologist) and Cara Sheekey (Occupational  
Therapist) from Kids Rise, who have been working with our staff, will be present 
Supporting your child's social/emotional growth – a parent/carer education  
session – on Tuesday, 30 October in the WEB (Clark Street) from 7:00-8:00 pm. 
This a one-night only event. 
 

Please note:  

If you are unable to make other arrangements, child minding for school-age children will be in place for this 

session. Parents/carers wishing to avail themselves of this service need to book, no later than 29 October, 

via: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/soc-emot-growth   

Due to adult-to-child ratios, we are only able to provide child minding for students who have been  

registered. Thank you in advance for your support with these arrangements.  

 

 

Students and sustainability  
Our school promotes and recognises sustainability practices by students through its Golden lunchbox and 
Golden boot awards, which are announced during Monday morning assembly. 

Golden lunchbox 
Grades with the greatest  
percentage of rubbish-free  
lunches this fortnight are: 
 Prep Vivian / 1 Vicky / 2 Alex,  
34 Brenda (Week 9) 
 2 Mark, 3 Ruth/Taryn (Week 10) 

Golden boot 
Grades with the greatest  
percentage of active travel  
this fortnight are: 
 1 Yolanda, 5 Alice/Hannah (Week 9) 
 1 Sophie, 5 Alice/Hannah (Week 10) 

http://www.kidsrise.com.au/Home.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/soc-emot-growth


Diary Dates 2018 

TERM 4 
Wed 10 Oct     Division Girls Basketball Final #2 
Thurs 11 Oct    District Girls Soccer 
Wed 17 Oct     Region Athletics 
Sun 21 Oct     The Whopping Great Fete 10 - 4pm 
Wed 24 Oct     JSC Talent Show 
Tues 30 Oct     Parent Education: Supporting your child's social/emotional growth (7-8pm) 
Fri 2 Nov     Curriculum Day *Pupil free day 
Tues 6 Nov     Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (Pupil free day) 
Fri 9 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #1 
Fri 16 Nov     2019 Prep Orientation #2 
Wed 21 Nov     Year 4-6 Triathlon  
Mon 26 Nov     Walkathon Fundraiser 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Fri 7 Dec     2019 Prep Orientation #3 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
      Prep - 5 Meet the Teacher for 2019 
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 14 Dec     Reports go home 
Mon 17 Dec     Concert Rehearsal 
Tues 18 Dec     End of Year Concert 
Fri 21 Dec     End of Term 4 *1:30pm Dismissal 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
School Council Wed 31 October 7:00pm Resource Room 
Finance  Wed 24 October 8:15am Jo’s Office 
Education     Wed 7 November 7:00pm Resource Room 
OSHC      Tues 23 October 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
RPWP      Wed 10 October 8:30am Jo’s Office 
Communications     Mon 29 October 6:30pm Staffroom 
Policy      TBC 
Parents & Friends    TBC 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 31 October 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

Don’t forget your 

hat and sunscreen 

as the weather  

 begins to warm 

 up! 

2019 Term Dates 
Term 1 commences back on 

Thursday 31/01/19. 
Prep to Year 6 
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation 
with parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families 
with the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

Gaming has become incredibly advanced over  
recent years.  PlayStation, Xbox and Nintendo  
consoles produce more realistic graphics than ever 
and now offer online connectivity like we have never 
seen before.   
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

When children lack skills for managing anger it can lead to  

aggressive behaviour. Usually, it is the aggressive action 

that follows anger that most concerns parents, carers and 

school staff. Learning to manage anger involves  

developing social and emotional skills for calming down 

and having ways to express angry feelings assertively.  

This means learning to use words rather than aggressive 

actions to communicate feelings. Parents, carers and 

school staff have an important role in helping children 

learn to manage anger effectively. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activity: Australian Mathematics  
Competition results 
On 9 August, 88 students in Year 3 – 6 participated in the 2018 Australian Mathematics  
Competition (AMC). Students were asked to solve 30 problems in 60 minutes. The problems 
were designed to test mathematical thinking.  
 

The students performed well with their results listed in the table below. Participating students will soon receive an 
AMC certificate recognising their level of achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donald Eddington 
Assistant Principal 

  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

High distinction 1 2     

Distinction 8 8 6 1 

Credit 9 10 8 5 

Proficiency 7 7 7 4 

Participation 3   2   

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com  
Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

 

  
Term 4 Beginner Programs 
Saturdays at Princes Hill Primary School 
Commencing 13th October 
Aussie Hoops 5 – 8 years at 9am & 

1.15pm 

Mini Ball 7 – 10 years at 10am & 
12.15pm 

Commencing 27th October 
Little Stars 3 & 4 year olds at 9.25am 

  
Tuesdays at Carlton Baths 

Commencing 16th October 
All Star Hoops grades prep – 3 at 

4.30pm 

Mini Ball grades 3 – 6 at 5.15pm 

Commencing 30th October 
Little Stars 3 & 4 year olds at 4.45pm 

  

Term 4 Access for All Abilities 
Saturdays at Princes Hill Primary 

Commencing 13th October 
11.15am – 12.10pm 

For children 6 – 16 with specialneeds 
 

For more information and to register 
go to 
www.collingwood.basketball.net.au 

Enquiries: Megan Rouse 0417 106 490 

'Dinosaur Prize Surprise' is a new radio show about exploring consciousness around de-
veloping minds and imagination of kids and carers. 

Featuring Daniel Larkins-Pannuzzo from Prep Kenji and his dad Carl, also playing some 
great music to dance to! Thursdays 3:30-4pm on 3CR 855am  

(on the am dial) or tune in online: http://www.3cr.org.au/streaming 
If you go home by car, you can tune in to listen to it on your way home! Or if you miss it, 

anytime after you get home on https://www.3cr.org.au/dinosaur 

Ni Hao Parents, Students & Teachers - what is SCALE & who are we, your kids' Chinese teachers? 
by Dr Moni Lai Storz, principal of Storz Centre of Accelerated Learning Excellence (SCALE) 
 

Westgarth Primary School, a high five for all of you! We at SCALE are starting our 4th term with our 
Chinese Mandarin Classes at this amazing school. This brings us to a full 3 years at this school. Thanks 
to Jo Wheeler, our principal at WPS.  What can I say except a big XieXie to her, the parents and the 
teachers. From one tiny class 3 years ago, we now have 3 classes - from beginners to advance classes. 
Some of our students are now doing Book 9 & 10. Awesome! 
 

For those who are new to us at SCALE, Olga and I are the "grannies" pushing for Mandarin Chinese to 
be offered in schools as an after school program. We deliberately timed it from 3.45pm to 5.45pm so 
that working parents have enough time to pick up their children.  Just doing our little bit to support 
parents.  
 

Olga is our Human Resource wonder woman at SCALE- she does all the administrative tasks at SCALE, 
and carry out human feats like communicating with parents and the schools' admin staff wherein we 
offer our Chinese classes. Moni is the founder and academic director of SCALE (and the Australasian 
Centre of Chinese Studies ACCS). She does very little except write textbooks and train all the teachers 
in Accelerated Learning techniques so all the students can have a fun time while learning Mandarin.  
Moni is the founder and Academic Director of Australasian Centre of Chinese Studies 
(www.accschinese.com). 
 

For further information please contact: olga@accschinese.com or her mobile: 0421 709 414 

http://www.collingwood.basketball.net.au/
http://www.3cr.org.au/streaming
https://www.3cr.org.au/dinosaur

