
21 November 2017, Issue 19 

From the principal 
Maths Night 
What a fun night we had last week at the Family Maths night.  The slogan ‘Come for the maths, stay for the 
fun’ was a great way to sum up the evening.  We had over 200 students and parents in attendance. A big 
thanks to Donald Eddington for pulling the night together, to the staff who took a night off report writing to 
come along and assist and of course, to our clever students and their families who came for the maths and 
stayed for the fun! 
 
Election Day BBQ 
Thanks to the wonderful team of parents/Carerswho worked hard on the Election 
Day BBQ fundraiser.  Your time and hard work is much appreciated. In the lead up to 
the recent bi-election, we had several candidates visit the school to discuss our  
concerns and needs.  If only they had come on the day of the election to witness the 
massive inundation of water that filled the corridor during the heavy rain and they 
would have seen firsthand why we are desperate for funding to support our  
Masterplan!    
 
Fete results 
Congratulations and thanks, to our wonderful fete contributors who organised,  
donated to and/or ran the fete this year.  Their hard work resulted in raising $96 000 for the school.  On top 
of this amazing result is the generous donation from Jellis Craig Northcote, Sam Rigopoulos and Ben Harrison, 
whose donation of $25 000 will come our way in 2018.  Thank you all, for your generosity in both time and 
money. 
 
Spanish 2018 
The Education sub-committee have been discussing concerns raised about the Spanish/Science program.  
Concerns mainly focussed on student engagement with the curriculum.  The school leadership and the  
Spanish team have been exploring alternatives and keeping in mind the languages review that instigated the 
changes of both the language and methodology, we have decided to broaden the curriculum offered.  It will 
be called Spanish Descubrimiento (Spanish Discovery) and will still cover some of the current science  
curriculum, as well as other areas such as geography, cultural studies etc.  This inquiry-based approach will 
still teach the language through content areas but will allow for a broadening of the current offering and  
enable students some agency in their work.  We are also introducing Spanish music/performing arts in the 
prep and year 1 classes.  In 2018, we will initiate another recommendation from the work of the languages 
working party that is a ‘Friends of Spanish’ committee and we would like to invite interested parents to  
become involved.  The work of the committee will be the promotion and support of the Spanish program  
within the school. If you are interested, please email the school on westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 
 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  
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Enrolment changes for 2018 
If your circumstances have changed and your child will not be returning to Westgarth PS in 2018 could you 
please inform the office as soon as possible, as we will be finalising 2018 classes over this next week and 
need to account for friendships of students. 
 
Parent helpers and volunteers thank you breakfast 
Our school couldn’t run all the wonderful events and functions without the help of parents and  
volunteers.  We would like to acknowledge the wonder contributions of all who have volunteered in any  
capacity throughout the year such as classroom helper, Whopping Great Fete, fundraisers, committees,  
musical, working bees, Kitchen/Garden etc.  Please come along on the last Monday of the year, 18th Dec 
from 8.15am so we can give you a cuppa and nibble to say thank you.  Hope to see you there.   
RSVP by 13th Dec to Nella at bordin.nella.n@edumail.vic.gov.au with the number attending.   
 
Sunsmart Clothing and Hats 
We still have a number of students, particularly in the later years, who are choosing not to wear hats.  Please 
reinforce the rule of wearing a hat during school hours when discussing this with your child.  I would  
encourage all students to have a named spare hat in case they leave theirs at home. Students without a hat 
will be required to play in designated shaded areas only. Another important aspect of sun protection that 
parents need to consider is that of clothing. Our school policy clearly states students need to be wearing sun 
protective clothing. School clothing is cool, loose fitting and made of densely woven fabric. Shirts with collars 
are best and elbow-length sleeves, longer style dresses and shorts and rash vests or t-shirts for outdoor 
swimming are recommended. I understand that students, particularly in the later primary years are keen to 
wear singlet tops and short shorts but these are best left for weekends and after hours. 
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/sunsmart_policy.pdf 
 
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  

Come for the maths – stay for the fun: Family Maths Night 

Over two hundred students and their parents/carers attended our Family Maths Night on Tuesday, 14  
November. There was certainly a ‘buzz’ in the WEB as families solved problems together – using materials, 
discussing maths strategies and finding multiple ways to solve problems. 
 
Nights like Tuesday night are only possible due to a willingness of parents to attend and for staff to give up 
their time – particularly at this busy time of year.  
A BIG thanks to Stacey Harris, Winter Dunstone (Prep), Sharon Kouryialas, Sophie Cole (Year 1),  
Mark Langdon (Year 2), Gaye Wilde (Year 3), Megan Robertson (Year 5), Ben Cunningham, Barbara McKoy 
(Leading teachers) and Jo Wheeler (Principal) for their time and assistance on the night. A BIG thanks to 
Michelle Thompson (Education support) for all of her help in laminating and cutting cards and Ben for setting 
up all the coding tasks.  
 
A number of parents asked if this would be an annual event 
– and based on the turnout and positive feedback the  
answer is a big YES! We hope to see even more families at 
this event in 2018. 
 
Regards,  
Donald Eddington 
Assistant Principal 
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School Council News - School Council 25 October 2017 
 
School Council met on 25 October 2017.  Following discussion covering completion of the actions arising from the  
previous (September) meeting, we started with a brief discussion about the Whopping Great Fete, which had just been 
held.  On behalf of the School Council I would like to say a huge thank you to:  
 Julia Kelly and her fete team for all their fantastic efforts, energy and enthusiasm during the day and throughout 

the months of organisation leading to the fete;  
 the numerous people who gave their time to work on various parts of the Fete – the stalls, entertainment, food 

preparation and serving, waste collection, washing-up etc – it wouldn’t work on the day if we didn’t all muck in 
and help out;  

 the school community in general for coming along, making it such a great day and helping us to raise much 
needed funds for redevelopment of the school; and, 

 school parents Sam Rigopoulos and Ben Harrison of Jellis Craig, our major sponsor, for the huge contribution 
made to the fundraising total through the auction for an auction.   

Thank you all.  
 
School Council then discussed business arising from the subcommittees, working parties and agenda as follows: 
Jo’s Principal’s Report informed School Council about the ongoing process with DET and the testing for asbestos in 

the Brooke Street yard.  DET are now doing weekly inspections, and there are plans for some remediation of areas 
of the yard.  We then approved the Year 6 camp to Cave Hill Creek and Year 4 camp to Phillip Island CYC for 2018 
and two of the pupil free days for 2018. 

Finance subcommittee reported that the Fathers/Special Persons Day stall raised over $2,000 and that the  
Prep-Grade 2 Disco raised over $1,000 for the school.  A huge thankyou goes to all those involved in these events, 
especially Michelle Wrench, Rosa Jean, Jessamy and Emma for coordinating, ordering and organising for the  
Fathers/Special Persons Day stall and Eric Black for organising the disco. 

Education subcommittee discussed feedback received with respect to the Spanish/Science program and council was 
informed that Spanish/Science does not replace any of the science curriculum, which in a large part is run through 
the classroom inquiry units, but instead provides an additional 30% of science time (albeit in Spanish), that would 
otherwise not be taught. 

From the Policy Subcommittee, the Homework Policy and Occupational health and safety Policy were adopted by 
Council. 

Education subcommittee expressed its gratitude to the parents involved in a working bee on the weekend before 
the Fete, tidying up the school grounds in preparation for the Fete.  A big thanks to Jo, Stewart, Julia, Jonathon, 
Ian, Claire, Merc, Leonie, James and their families with Council also thanking Mark for organising and participating 
in the working bee. 

Out of School Hours Care, reported that the engagement of a new book keeper and Assistance Coordinator are  
going well. 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Working Party was awaiting results of the survey which was open for the 
school community to comment on the program and was aiming to have its recommendations for Council for the 
next meeting in November. 

Parents & Friends reported that the Science Club event covering Dugongs by Andy and Antarctic experiences by Sam 
Grover went well on 11 October with lots of questions from students and attended by around 30-35. Council  
approved a Cake Stall to be run by Westgarth Kindergarten during the election on Saturday 18 November 2017. 

Child Safe – Jo reported that Carolyn had attended a Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) session in 
partnership with Northcote High School. 

 
I would like to remind the school community that you can bring items to the School Council Agenda and can attend 
School Council meetings as an observer. If you would like to table something for discussion at School Council, or attend 
a meeting as an observer, please contact myself, Jo Wheeler or any of the School Councillors (this can be done through 
the School Office) and we can add it to the agenda on your behalf.  We also welcome additional assistance on our  
sub-committees, so again please contact us if you would like to become involved.  
 
Gary Selwyn,  
President  



Diary Dates 2017 
Fri 1 December  Prep 2018 Orientation 
    P & F FURS—Free Recycled Uniforms 8:30am 
Tues 12 December  State Secondary School Orientation Day 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 15 December  Reports sent home 
    Icy Pole Day $1 
Mon 18 December  Thank you morning tea—8:30am 
Fri 22 December  Last day of Term 4 - Students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
Meetings 2017 
Education   Tues 21 November 7:00pm Resource Room 
Finance    Wed 22 November 8:30am Jo’s Office 
OSHC    Wed 22 November 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
School Council  Wed 29 November 7:00pm Staffroom  
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 29 November 

2017 Term Dates 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 
2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps commence on 
1/02/18 

 

                     Musical DVD’s  
Didn’t get a copy, not to worry we have some  

spare available for purchase at $20 for both yellow  
and green cast performances.  

 

Don’t miss out! See the office to get yourself a copy!  

 

Last day of Term 4 
Friday 22 December  

 
Students are dismissed at 1:30pm 

OSHC services will be available on this day as normal 

Nude Food Week at WPS 
Monday 20—Friday 24  

November  
 

Empowering students to make conscious choices about what they eat  
and encouraging them to think about their impact on the environment! 
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School Holidays with  
Entertainment Book  

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Working Party 
 

The Working Party is now drawing together its recommendations for School Council regarding the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden program based on independent research, curriculum and financial audits and  
response to our recent survey. 
 

On Thursday, 9 November the Working Party met. Iggy (Year 6 student) assisted in the random selection of 
survey respondents who are now the lucky recipients of a Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden cookbook.  
 
Congratulations to: 
 Prep: Melinda Colella 
 Year 1: Lyndall Shelly 

 Year 2: Isabelle Fennessy 
 Year 3: Julia Kelly 

 Year 4: Rosalie Welton 

 Year 5: Megan Miller 

 Year 6: Erika Hellstrom 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help us raise funds for the Westgarth Redevelopment Project by buying an Entertainment Membership, and you can enjoy heaps 
of value over the school holidays. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers to keep the kids 'entertained' this school holidays, and 
help our fundraising at the same time!  
 
There are discounts for Hoyts, Legoland, Village Cinemas, Palace Cinemas, Imax, Melbourne Aquarium, Luna Park, Bounce,  
Latitude, Timezone, Bowling, Puffing Billy, and many more. Plus, there’s discounts at David Jones, Dan Murphy’s, Safeway, Caltex, 
Adairs, Rebel and many more. And loads of places to eat - including ice-creams at Trampoline, Movenpick, etc. 
 
To purchase a new book/digital membership for the 2017/2018 year, drop by the school office for a form.  
Or order online at "https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473". 
You can collect your book from the school once you have ordered it. 
 
The digital membership is available immediately once you have ordered and paid.  
The yearly membership costs $70, with $14 going to the school. 
 
 
The books and digital membership are valid until l 1st June 2018.  
 

 

 That leaves plenty of time to get good value out of the  
Entertainment Membership. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473
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District Triathlon  

We have 145 Grade 4-6 students competing at this year’s District  

Triathlon.  It is a team event with one student starting the race off with a 50 

metre swim in the outdoor pool at Northcote, the 2nd student runs 1km 

around the ovals behind the Aquatic Centre and the 3rd student cycles for 

1km.   

 

Students always have a great day and the weather forecast is perfect!   

We are always in need of extra parent helpers and we are short of volunteers in the Grade 5 session which 

runs from 11am to 12pm (approx.).  Volunteers would help get students ready for their races and walk the 

cyclists over to their starting position.  Hope to see you at the pool and thanks in advance!  

 

Swimming trials 

We have 72 very keen grade 3-5 students signed up to swim in the Westgarth trials this Friday (another 

warm day).  Thank you to all of the parents that have signed up to help. 

 

Orienteering Championships 2017 

Some of our students competed in the School Orienteering Competition at Maroondah Reservoir (thanks to 

the parents for taking/supervising them). 

Catherine M came 1st in the Girls grade 6A competition. 

Sophie A came 1st in the Girls grade 5A competition. 

Liam D came 13th in the Boys grade 6A competition. 

Ryan D and Lachlan G came 15th in the Grade 4 boys competition. 

Sophie A also competed in another School competition 2 weeks ago at Brimbank Park which she took out  

1st again! 

Well done everyone. 

 

Gymnastics Sporting Schools Clinics Grade 1s 

All grade 1s will be involved in a 4 week gymnastics clinic funded by the Sporting Schools program.  Please 

ensure your child is wearing comfortable clothing on these dates: 

Thursday 23/11, 30/11, 7/12 & 14/12. 

 

Sport diary dates 

Wednesday 22nd November District Triathlon at Northcote pool & McDonnell oval  

(interested grade 4-6 students only)  

 

Friday 24th November Westgarth trials for 2018 swimming 

team  

(interested grade 3-5 students only) 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe 

PE Teacher 



News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 

GARDEN NEWS 
We’ve had a bumper Spring with loads of english spinach, kale, lettuce and broad beans. Also kohlrabi,  
broccoli, peas and silver beet. The garden is yet to yield a very promising potato harvest along with some 
leeks, cabbages and onions. It is hard as a gardener to time the harvest exactly but this creates a happy  
opportunity to be creative in the kitchen and I’m always grateful for Mary’s flexible approach to the kitchen 
classes. Equally, our young gardeners learn to be patient as we wait yet another fortnight before harvesting 
the potatoes, onions or cabbages – I promise the wait will be worthwhile.  
 
We have been busy preparing beds and planting summer crops. Another dilemma of the school garden is the 
timing of summer crops, plant too early and the crop ripens in the middle of the school holidays. Plant too 
late and you risk missing the peak summer growing months and not obtaining a harvest worthy crop. Empty 
beds are very hard to walk past, so we have been planting zucchini, cucumber, beans, corn, tomatoes,  
tomatillo, capsicums, eggplant and pumpkin. Oh and don’t forget sunflowers, a summer garden is not  
complete without them.  
 
Our food forest is continuing to develop, with recent plantings of raspberries, lemon myrtle, strawberries 
and rhubarb being added to the plums, strawberry guava, passionfruit, blueberries, sorrel, strawberries and 
pepino. That’s a forest that Hansel and Gretel would have been happy to get lost in. If you would like to 
know more about Food Forests, take a look at http://www.mysmartgarden.org.au/en/Resources/Food/
Creating-a-food-forest  
 
Finally, credit to all the students and families who participated in our olive harvest earlier this year. As you 
know the oil has been bottled and received. A few students in 4Brenda really took the initiative and designed 
a beautiful label for our oil. Kosta, Gian and Rocco worked very hard on the design and each label is hand  
coloured. At a recent Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden professional development day, I had the privilege 
of speaking to approximately 40 educators from across Australia about the wonderful olive oil adventure and 
the work of the students, including those who designed our label – well done all.  
 
 

Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you plant.” Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Kale Chips 
There are always quiet hurrahs when kale chips feature on the menu. Fortunately this week all 12 classes 
managed to harvest enough before the denuded plants are pulled out to make way for the planting of the 
summer crops.  
This time we added some chopped carrot to the cooked trays that gave more colour, crunch and an added 
opportunity to practice knife skills. Ask your child to show you the bear claw. Cucumbers and mushrooms are 
also great vegetables to practice with. 
 
Equipment -  4 pizza trays, 4 or 5 scissors, measuring spoon, wide steel bowl, large spoon  

Ingredients 
6 - 8 kale leaves 
1- 2 tablespoons olive oil 
salt to taste 
 
Method   
Recipe Reader to set the oven to 160c 
 
1. Kale leaves can be washed earlier if possible so they are dry. 
 
2. Using scissors cut each leaf including the ribs into about 6 pieces roughly the 

same size. 
 
3. Place the kale in a wide bowl and pour over the oil. Toss the leaves gently while massaging them with your 

hands to cover thoroughly with the oil. Add a little more if necessary. 
 
4. No need to oil trays  
 
5. Lay the kale in a single layer and sprinkle with salt.  
 
6. Bake for 5 - 8 minutes until just crisp. 
 
 
Let cool for a minute or so and serve on the table 
Hope you enjoy these delicate flavorsome morsels 
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DATES FOR TERM 4  
Friday 1 December: FURS STALL, Brooke Street 8.30am  
Thursday 7 December: Parents and Friends Drinks at The Peacock Inn Hotel 
Friday 15 December:  Icy Pole Day 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who turned snags and served folk at the history-making Northcote By-Election 
BBQ on 18 November.  The pace was more leisurely than other Election BBQs, which allowed for some 
pleasant socialising and political speculating.  Nonetheless, an epic job completed by Travis, Julie, Eric, Brad, 
Julie A, Julie J, Michelle, Josh, Craig, Kerry, Tamsen, Kym, James, Matt, Darryn, Jen, Simon, Lyndell, Clare and 
guest appearance from Anton. A big thanks to Ian and family for setting up the drinks stand, and packing it 
down again. 
 
Free and Recycled Uniform STALL Friday 1 December on Brooke Street at 8.30am  
***DONATIONS SOUGHT*** 
Do you have any unused or outgrown uniform items still lying around the house? Please give them a wash 
and donate to the office. We will hold a FURS Stall on the last Prep Orientation Day on Friday 1 December 
from 8.30am.  Or come along and pick up some spares to have in the school bag next year.  
 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS EOY DRINKS – Thursday 7 December at 7.30pm 
For anyone who has been involved, or would like to be involved, or who just wants an excuse to get out of 
the house…please join us for drinks at the Peacock Inn Hotel on Thursday 7 December from 7.30pm. 
 
ICY POLE FUNDRAISER DAY – Friday 15 December 
Students can bring along $1.00 for an icy pole at recess. All funds go towards the WPS Re-Development Plan.  
 
 
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
 

mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com
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eSmart Tip - brought to you by the  
Digital Learning Committee 
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

GIRL GUIDES in 2018   
Friendship, fun, challenge and achievement!  
 
Girl Guides is a volunteer-run not-for-profit youth organisation that aims to empower 
girls and young women to grow into confident, self-respecting, responsible  
community members. We do this through our unique non-formal education programs 
– fun, games, experiences, under the care of trained volunteer Guide Leaders. 

Yarra City District Girl Guides meet weekly during school terms - Junior Guides ages  
7-10 (Mark St. Hall North Fitzroy, Wednesday  6.30-8PM), Girl Guides ages 10-14 
(Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms North Fitzroy, Tuesday 7-9PM), and Senior 
Guides ages 14-17 (Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms 
North Fitzroy, alternate Mondays 7-9PM).  

Our units are open to girls and their parents to visit– come and 
see how you like it. Adult volunteer enquiries are also  
welcome.   

Find us online at www.guidesvic.org.au or email  
yarra@guidesvic.org.au. 

Another year is coming to an end for our Mandarin classes at Westgarth Primary! 
It is hard to believe but we are into the fourth term already and our Chinese classes 
are thriving, thanks to the support of the school community. 
Thank you to all parents and teachers for your continued support of our Chinese  
classes at the school this year. A big thank you to the Principal Jo-Ann Wheeler and 
staff at Westgarth for their continued support. 
This term sees our advance class completing Little Red Riding Hood in English and 
Chinese and will be performing this as a play. By doing the play in a bi-lingual format, 
the familiar story acts as a framework for the students to focus on the Chinese words 
and to practice their pronunciation of pinyin. 
HOLIDAY CLASSES MONDAY 8th JAN UNTIL THE 11TH JAN 10AM-3PM 
A holiday program for students who are keen to keep their Chinese during the break, 
will be held in Brighton.  A beginner’s class will also be running for those who missed 
out in enrolling during the year.  For new parents who want to enroll their children for 
next year, this is our contact to get more information:  
Please Contact Olga on olga@accschinese.com or 0421 709 414.  If you would like 
to speak to a Parent on their child’s experience and progress in the existing class, 
please feel free to ring Serena on Mobile: 041 732 1136 

http://www.guidesvic.org.au
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