
27 November 2018, Issue  19 

From the Principal - Jo Wheeler 
 

School Council vacancies 
Each year the school council’s composition changes with half of the members retiring and new ones nominating.   
The school council year runs from March through to February of the following year so the current council still has a  
scheduled meeting in February, and the new school council will be elected for the March meeting.  As part of our school 
council self-evaluation, we identified school council recruitment as an area for improvement.  It is the time of year 
where we would like parents to consider joining council in 2019.  The nomination process will be advertised at the  
beginning of the year, but if you are interested or are thinking about it, an information pack is available from the office 
now.   
 
Parent Support Group 
Last Monday we hosted our first Parent Support Group meeting.  This group has been formed to support parents/carers 
of students in our school who are experiencing diagnosed or undiagnosed learning difficulties, disorders, social,  
emotional or behavioural difficulties, disabilities etc. The purpose of the group is to provide community members with a 
network of people who understand the challenges they face, to provide a friendly face in the playground, empathetic 
understanding, and a safe place to share and be of service to each other. Attendees are required to sign a  
confidentiality agreement so people feel safe to share.  You do not have to come to each gathering to be involved.  
The group will determine when and where they meet.  The next gathering is on Tuesday 11 December in the staffroom 
on Brooke St at 7.30pm.  I have invited a guest, Sally Moore, who has experience in a similar group.  Sally also works in 
this area within the early childhood sector and has developed an app ‘My Spending Planner’ to assist managing NDIS  
spending.  If you would like to come, please RSVP the office by Monday 10 Dec. At this stage we don’t have child care 
organised, but if this is preventing you from coming and would like to attend, please contact me to see what we can 
arrange.   
 
Colour-a-thon 
The students participated in the Colour-a-thon, a walk-a-thon to raise funds to replace our kiln.  Please collect the  
sponsorships and donations by Friday 7th December. 
 
Election Day stall 
Thanks to the wonderful team of parents/carers who worked hard on the Election Day BBQ fundraiser.  Your time and 
hard work is much appreciated.  It is always a bonus raising funds from our broader community.   
 
Communication – public meeting 
As you will be aware from previous correspondence, the School Council formed a Communications Working Party in 
2018 to hear from parents and community members about the communication systems currently in place at Westgarth 
PS and to make improvements for the future.  If you would like the opportunity to help shape the future of  
communications at Westgarth please come tonight (27 November) at 7 – 8pm in the WEB.  Please RSVP via 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WPSCommsWorkshop    
 

Parent helpers and volunteers thank you  
Our school could not run all the wonderful events, functions, and curriculum support programs such as home reading 
etc. without the help of parent/carers and volunteers.  We would like to acknowledge the wonderful contributions of all 
who have volunteered in any capacity throughout the year such as classroom helpers, Whopping Great Fete,  
fundraisers, committees, art show, working bees, School Council, Kitchen/Garden etc.  Please come along on Friday 14 
December from 8.15am so we can give you a cuppa and nibble to say thank you.  Hope to see you there.   
RSVP by Monday 10 Dec to Nella at bordin.nella.n@edumail.vic.gov.au with the number attending.   

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WPSCommsWorkshop
mailto:bordin.nella.n@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Enrolment changes for 2019 
If your circumstances have changed and your child will not be returning to Westgarth PS in 2019 could you please  
inform the office as soon as possible, as we will be finalising 2019 classes over this next week and need to account for 
friendships of all students. 
  
Transitions 
The process for students transitioning into a new class of students, with a new teacher and in the case of year 7, a 
completely new environment, can be unsettling.  On Tuesday 11 December, year six students heading to state  
secondary schools will have their orientation day and we also will take that opportunity for your child/children to meet 
their 2019 class teacher.  It is an important time to model resilience and reassure them that it is normal to feel unsure 
and anxious in new circumstances. Some kids may brush you off with a “she’ll be right” attitude but do not be fooled 
by the bravado. Most will be feeling unsure of themselves. Share some of your own memories of starting in a new class 
(or secondary school) - but avoid any horror first day stories. It can be reassuring for a child to know that you went 
through a similar experience and survived. Show confidence in their ability to cope. Confidence is catching. 
  
Prep Orientation 
We will be holding our third and final prep orientation session for our new 2019 prep students on Friday 7 December.  
In this session, the students meet their new classmates and their 2019 teacher.  Orientation is not just about  
supporting students transitioning from kindergarten or childcare into school it is about welcoming a student’s family 
into our community.  I would like to thank the wonderful Westgarth parents/carers who came to welcome our new 
prep parents to the school on Friday 16 November.  This café style welcome enabled new parents to enjoy a coffee and 
cake while they meet other parents.  Our current parents were on hand to answer questions about the school and  
encourage and support them to get involved.  It is a lovely atmosphere and the feedback on these days is always  
positive.  So thanks to Parents and Friends for supporting this important event.   
 
 
Regards, 
Jo Wheeler 
Principal 



Diary Dates 2018 

TERM 4 
Wed 5 Dec     Art Show 5 - 8pm 
Fri 7 Dec     2019 Prep Orientation #3 
Tues 11 Dec     State Secondary Orientation Day 
      Prep - 5 Meet the Teacher for 2019 
      Kidsmatter Meeting 6:00pm Staffroom 
      Parent Support Group Meeting 7:30pm Staffroom 
Thurs 13 Dec    Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 14 Dec     Reports go home 
Mon 17 Dec     Concert Rehearsal 
Tues 18 Dec     End of Year Concert 9.15am Clarke St 
Fri 21 Dec     End of Term 4 *1:30pm Dismissal 
 
 
Diary Dates 2019 
TERM 1 
Wed 6, Thurs 7 & Fri 8 Feb  Year 6 Camp  
 
 

Meeting Dates 2018   
School Council Wed 28 November 6:15pm Resource Room 
 
 
 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 28 November 
———————————— 
Wed 27 February 2019 

2018 Term Dates 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

Last day of Term 4 
Friday 21 December  

Students are dismissed at 1:30pm 
OSHC services will be available on this day as normal 

Bookings are essential via my family lounge app. 
 

 

First day of Term 1 
2019 

Thursday 31 January  

2019 Term Dates 
T1 31/01/19—05/04/19 
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Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 

This fortnight:  

Last week we had a member of Victoria Police visit 
our year 6 students to talk about ways to be eSmart 
in preparation for high school.   
 
 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

 

 

This fortnight: 

While children can be negatively affected by events in 

their lives, they can also grow up with the ability to cope 

with life’s demands, such as having a job and building  

relationships. This ability is called resilience and all  

children can benefit from this. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter to 
access KidsMatter resources that support student  
wellbeing and mental health. 

End of Year Concert –  
 

The End of Year Concert will be held on Tuesday December 18th. It’s a chance to celebrate the end of the year as the whole school 
joins together in song. I have done my best to answer some FAQs regarding the concert. I hope the weather is kind to us on the 
day and that you can all attend. The students are sounding great and are very excited. 
 

What time does the concert start and how long will it go for? The concert will start as close to 9:30am as possible and will run 
for about one hour. 
 

Where is the concert being held? The concert will be held on the tiger turf behind the WEB on the Clarke St campus. The stage 
will be set up at the far end and the children will sit in front of the stage. The audience will sit behind the students on the tiger turf. 
You may like to bring a picnic blanket or cushion. There will be some chairs provided at the back but if you need to sit in a chair it 
would be a good idea to bring your own. 
 

Do the children need to wear a costume? The children are free to dress up if they wish but there is no set costume. They might 
like to dress in festive clothes (keeping in mind that it may be hot and Santa hats may not be the best thing to keep cool) or dress 
as something to do with one of the songs they are singing. There are songs ranging from white kangaroos to kookaburras to night 
owls so check with your child about what they are singing if you need ideas. It is not essential that they dress up. While the  
children are waiting their turn to perform, they must wear a sun smart hat. 
 

Can you give me an exact time that my child will be performing? Unfortunately I cannot. This year the concert will have year 
levels performing in random order rather than in year level order. This makes for a more interesting concert for students and the 
audience. Please support our students by staying until the end of the show. The final act needs just as much audience as the  
opening act. 
 

Who can come? The concert is for family members. The tiger turf is a large area but please bear in mind that we are a large 
school with a large number of families. We have decided to hold the concert outdoors so we do not have to limit the number of 
people from each family that can attend but please let commonsense prevail when deciding who should attend from your family.  
 

When do I take my seat? The day will start as normal with children going inside for the teacher to mark the roll. Once this is 
done, the students will begin to assemble outside. It would be best for audience members to leave the school after drop off and 
come back at about 9:25am. This will ensure that the children get settled quickly and the concert can start on time.  
 

Should I clap loudly and sing along if I know the words? Yes! Please sing along even if you don’t know the words. 
If you have any other questions or concerns do not hesitate to call and ask.  
 
See you on Tuesday December 18th.  
Kind regards 
John Carr and Lorena Dall (Music Specialists)  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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Northcote District triathlon 
On Wednesday 21st November we had nearly 800 students from  

our district converge on Northcote Pool and surrounding ovals for a 

team triathlon event. It is an extra curricular activity available to all of 

our grade 4-6s, and it is a very popular event! Westgarth entered 54 

teams and all had a great time. One student starts with a 50 metre  

swim then the next team mate runs 1km and the last team member  

cycles for 1 km. The rain overnight made the track a little difficult but  

we ended up with sun shining down on our event.  

Thank you to all the parent volunteers that helped walk our students to and from the event as well as  

marshalling and general help. The teachers found the help invaluable.  

 
 
 

 

Westgarth table tennis club 
Westgarth now has 6 table tennis tables, thanks  

to government funding through Sporting Schools  

Australia. I have been taking a different group of  

24 students from grades 3-6 each Friday lunch time 

for some table tennis fun. Thank you to the sports  

captains for setting up and packing up the tables 

and equipment each week. 

 

Westgarth 2019 swimming team trials 
We have had to postpone our swimming trials due to a forecast of rain and a chilly 15 degrees! The event has 

been changed to Friday 30th November. If your child is competing please make sure you return the new note 

with the amended date.  

 

 

Term 4 sport diary dates 

Friday 30th November  Grade 3-5 Westgarth 2019 swimming team trials (interested students only) @ Northcote 

Pool 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE 
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Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com  
Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Post Cup Day Menu 

 
Bruschetta with Broad beans 

Baked Sweet Potato with Garden Greens 
Fresh Pear with Spiced Yoghurt 

Apple and Rhubarb Muffins 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Elvie, Stella and Camryn with 
Ully.      

Our beautiful little alpine strawberries 
are scattered around the garden to be 
harvested by lucky children! 
 
You will find the Bruschetta and Spiced 
Yoghurt sauce on the school website.   

Recipes,  
click here! 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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OSHC News 

 
The Westgarth Out of School Hours Care team would like to thank 
the parents and students who donated to the Colgate Community 
Garden Challenge. Your great contribution saw the service acquire over 8.5kgs of oral care waste to 
be recycled! 
 
Throughout terms 3 & 4 the children enjoyed tallying our progress weekly on an ongoing donations 
board located in the Farmhouse. This proved to be a very successful way to engage students 
in learning about the environmental benefits of recycling whilst helping our students to build a 
stronger sense of belonging among the larger school community. 
  
Our final results included a whopping 187 toothbrushes, 199 toothpaste tubes and 142 toothpaste 
boxes. We are now eagerly awaiting the results of the competition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     Edie D 1C,  Elke C 1Y and Claudia C 3J. 
 
 
 
Regards 
 
Mike & Nathan  
OSHC Coordinators  
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DEMOCRACY SAUSAGE SIZZLE  - THANK YOU!! 
A hearty thank you to all who baked and / or gave an hour of two of their time to the consumer extravaganza that was 
our election-day fundraiser. With delicious snags, amazing cakes, bonza biscuits, waffles, jams and chutneys on offer, 
we made voting a democratic and gastronomic delight. We had so many volunteers, everybody finished their shift on 
time and went home with a smile on their face!   Thank you in particular to those who volunteered with P and F for the 
first time – we really appreciate it and hope you can see how just a little bit of time from many people really does 
make light work.   
 
 
ART SHOW CATERING – Wed 5 December  
Next up on the P&F Calendar is catering for the Art Show. We’ve got some left over snags to sell and Spanish  
enchiladas. Yum! mmm! 
Volunteers required for one hour spots from 4pm-8pm. Sign up at  http://signup.com/go/ooYUJtW   
 
 
 
ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS CHERRIES by 11 DECEMBER 
Order forms are going home this week. You can order 1kg punnets ($25ea), or 2 kg boxes ($50ea). Pictured below is 
the 2kg box. 
 
They will be delivered by the week of 17 December, with instructions for pickup on the note. 
 
The school will receive $5.00 per kg order, so don’t hold back on ordering either for yourself or on behalf of friends 
and family. It is a gift that will give twice!  
 
Cherries will be supplied by Koala Cherries.  
 
        
 
 

 
Michelle, Nerida, Fiona and Tanya  
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 
 

http://signup.com/go/ooYUJtW
http://www.koalacherries.com.au
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

House for rent in Northcote:  
South Cres location  

3 bedroom 2 living areas, North facing 
backyard, Older style home 
Approximate 12 months lease $650 per 
week. Available for inspection mid  
December. 
If you are Interested Please email to 
Macmim@gmail.com 

House for rent:  
2BR terrace house on quiet street only 2 
blocks from school and Johnson Park. 
New bathroom, AC /ducted heating,  
polished boards and freshly painted. 
$530pw.  
Available from mid- November.  
Contact John (0419353501) 

Grade 6 parent group end of year event!! 

The Hub has been booked for Friday, 14/12 (the day after the  
Graduation Ceremony). Details for the event are on this booking 

form: https://goo.gl/ercUvC  
Any questions, please call James Northrop on 0439 330 642. 

Bright Sparks Holiday Program - 

January 2019 

Bright Sparks is a creative arts program 

designed to help children learn about 

themselves and their relationships with 

others, promoting confidence, resilience 

and general wellbeing. Sessions are run by 

a Creative Arts Therapist and are benefi-

cial for all children from Prep to Grade 3. 

10.30am - 2.30pm on January 15, 16 and 

17. $170 ($150 concession) for a 3 day 

course or $65 per session 

Jika Jika Community Centre, Northcote. 

Bookings essential! 

Contact Naomi on 0421 914 220 or 

email: naomi@brightsparks.id.au 

mailto:Macmim@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/ercUvC
mailto:naomi@brightsparks.id.au

