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From the principal 
Staffing News 
At this time of year there are always a number of staffing changes that occur.  This year is an unusual end of year as 
three of our long term staff are retiring.  While we are happy for them as they move into this new phase of their lives 
and we are grateful for their incredible contribution to Westgarth PS and state education in general, we are terribly sad 
to be losing them.  Barbara McKoy has worked for DET for 43 years, 8 at Westgarth PS; Nettie Heron has worked for DET 
for 32 years and Westgarth for 25 and Anita Hannaford has worked for DET for 19 years and Westgarth for all of that 
time. We will miss them all and wish them the best for a long and fulfilling retirement.  This year we also lose Esmi  
Marketou, Winter Dunstone, Leah Sheppard (2018 only), Sarah Taylor, Jess Roso and Leo Kahans.  They are all leaving to 
pursue different adventures.  Make sure you call in and say goodbye before the end of year. Next year we welcome five 
new and five returning teachers to the staff. While we are not losing Holly Bishop as such she is filling Barbara’s role as 
teaching fellow at Melbourne University for student candidates. Therefore Holly will not be teaching at Westgarth next 
year however we will see her in this new role on many Mondays and Tuesdays.  
 
Thank you breakfast 
On the final Monday (8.15am) of the school year (18 Dec) we are having a breakfast (coffee/tea and nibble) to 
acknowledge the wonderful contributions from our parents and volunteers.  I hope you are able to come so we can 
thank you all for your valuable contribution to the school this year. 
 
Reports and how to read them 
School reports will be coming home on Friday 15 December.  I would like to remind parents that the report is just a 
snapshot of your child’s learning at a particular time.  You need to look at them in light of all the feedback you have  
received over the year, NAPLAN results for years 3 & 5 students, their social capabilities and all the ‘non-testable’  
qualities they have.  A child’s academic, social and emotional learning is developmental and will peak and plateau from 
time to time.   The report is not the ‘be all and end all’ of your child’s academic journey and I would like to remind  
everyone that your child is so much more than a written report. 
 
Class placements 
The process for students transitioning into a new class of students, with a new teacher and in the case of year 7, a 
whole new environment, can be unsettling.  Next Tuesday, year six students heading to state secondary schools will 
have their orientation day and we also will take that opportunity for your child/children to meet their 2018 class  
teacher.  It is an important time to model resilience and reassure them that it is normal to feel unsure and anxious in 
new circumstances. Some kids may brush you off with a “she’ll be right” attitude but don’t be fooled by the bravado. 
Most will be feeling fairly unsure of themselves. Share some of your own memories of starting in a new class  
(or secondary school) - but steer clear of any horror first day stories. It can be reassuring for a child to know that you 
went through a similar experience and survived. Show confidence in their ability to cope. Confidence is catching. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

Last day of Term 4 
Friday 22 December  
Students are dismissed at 1:30pm 

OSHC services will be available on this day as normal 
Bookings are essential via my family lounge app 



Some reminders from a parent talk we hosted on resilience were that to develop resilience people need to experience 
some adversity or disappointment.  We need to support our children through tough times rather than shield them 
from these occasions.  
Some of the other suggestions she made were: 

· Help your child learn to help others. This gives them strategies and helps them develop empathy.  
· Help your child to build social connections with a broad group of friends, not limit them to exclusive  

friendships.   
· Develop and keep routines to help provide security and predictability, however having a break from routine is 

also important to reduce worrying.   
· Help your child to focus on positive thoughts rather than dwell on negative ones therefore teaching children to 

be positive self-talkers is very important.  To do this you need to model it yourself.  
· Keep things in perspective.  When your child is experiencing a difficult situation, help them to look beyond the 

current disappointment and focus on an optimistic future.    
If you are concerned about your own child please feel free to speak to Jo or Carolyn at school or seek advice from your 
family’s medical practitioner.   
 
Class structure for 2018 and staffing 
We have 658 students enrolled for 2018.  These are organized in 29 classes: 
5 x Prep classes – Stacey, Ellie, Kenji, Terri-Anne, Siobhan (new) 
5 x year 1 – Vicky, Sophie, Rose, Yolanda, Josie A/Jane 
4 x year 2 – Mark, Tom, Alex, Kathy (returning)/Lucy (new) 
3 x year 3 – Gaye, Ruth/Taryn (returning), Justyn 
1 x 3/4 composite (working with the year 4 team) – Brenda 
3 x year 4 – Sarah, Cameron, Phana (returning)/Josie F 
4 x year 5 – Megan, Sharon, Andy/Dorothy, Hannah (returning)/Aimee 
4 x year 6 – Mhairi, Tessa, Glenn, Madeline (new) 
Music – John & Lorena (new) 
PE – Rushe & Aimee 
Spanish – Marta, Pilar & Lorena (new)  
Literacy support & Library – Chris (new)  

 

Composite or straight-year level grades? 

There can be concerns among parents about the perceived advantages and disadvantages of their child being placed in 

a composite grade as opposed to being placed in a ‘straight’ grade. These concerns are often unfounded and are  

typically based on an incorrect notion that the work is set for the whole class and consequently will be too easy or too 

hard in a composite grade depending on whether the child is one of the older or younger students in the grade. The 

simple fact of the matter is that there is negligible difference in the way teachers prepare the curriculum for composite 

and straight grades.  

In today’s classrooms, teachers differentiate the curriculum in the key areas of literacy and numeracy so that the  

learning is within the students’ zone of proximal development. Zones of proximal development are determined by  

pre-assessment tasks to ensure that the learning is ‘pitched at just the right level’ – regardless of class structure.   

Furthermore, teachers regularly plan activities to be open-ended to enable students to perform at their level and to be 

extended.   

In an article published in the Sydney Morning Herald, it reported that: 

Research, which has been predominantly conducted in primary schools, suggests there is no discernible difference 

between composite and straight grade classrooms in terms of academic performance.  

However, benefits relating to student independence, responsibility and study habits have been  

highlighted. For example, younger children within a composite grade generally aspire to emulate older children in 

their work, and older children enjoy leadership and mentoring opportunities that lift their self-esteem.  
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At Westgarth, we provide a differentiated curriculum, so that the students’ needs can be met – regardless of the actual 

structure or formation of a grade. Please feel rest assured that teachers spend a great deal of time when deciding 

where to place students for the following year so that each student can continue to work at their optimal level.    

   
Notice of Parent Payment Schedule 2018 School Councils are responsible for developing and approving a  
school-level parent payment schedule compliant with the Department of Education (DET) Guidelines. The Westgarth 
School Charges and Voluntary Contribution has been reviewed by Westgarth Primary School Council who have passed 
a motion that the Parent Payments will be as outlined below. If you have any queries about this information please do 
not hesitate to contact myself or Gary Selwyn, School Council President on 9481 5577. 
 
 ESSENTIAL EDUCATION ITEMS:  

 
 

 

Payment is reduced by $120 for 3 or more students. 
 
We have been advised that from 2018 DET is contributing approximately $6.50 (TBC) per child to the Swimming  
Program. Once we have final costings, this reduction will be passed on to parents. 
 
Parents are required to pay the Essential Curriculum & Services charge for items the school provides over and above 
DET State Government funding, which includes but is not limited to:  

 All consumable materials used by class and specialist teachers for student use e.g. paper, exercise books, pens,  
pencils, textas, glue sticks, cardboard, craft materials, diaries etc 

 Curriculum related Excursions, In-house Activities, and Swimming Program 

  Food Component of the Kitchen Garden Program (Grade 3 to 6 only) 
  

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS: Year P/1/2 $110 and Year 3 to 6 $160 These payments are incredibly important for 
our school. They assist in ensuring that we can maintain and update school facilities, programs, our grounds and a 
range of other vital projects linked to our Masterplan. 
  
MAINTENANCE OF GROUNDS & BUILDINGS: $60 These contributions are required to fund regular maintenance of 
the school grounds and to meet appropriate safety standards. DET does not provide adequate funding to address all of 
the urgent works and essential items needed for our school. These shortfalls are met from locally raised funds. 
  
FIRST AID OFFICER: $50 Partial funding of the First Aid officer salary. 
  
KITCHEN/GARDEN PROGRAM: $50  (Grades 3 to 6 only) Partial funding of the running costs of the program and  
partial funding of the salary of the Kitchen Garden staff. 
  

TAX DEDUCTIBLE BUILDING FUND: Families are invited to donate to projects linked to the Masterplan. 
 

Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal   
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Year Prep/1/2 

Essential Items $150 

Excursions/In-house Activities $100 

Swimming Program $112 (TBC) 

Year 3 - 6 

Essential Items $150 

Kitchen Garden Food $ 50 

Excursions/In-house Activities $100 

Swimming Program $112 (TBC) 



Westgarth Primary Redevelopment Project update 
 
A by-election for the state seat of Northcote was held on 18 November.  
 
During the by-election campaign, the government committed funding to a number of schools (Northcote  
Primary; Bell Primary; Thornbury High; Santa Maria) but unfortunately did not commit anything to Westgarth 
Primary. 
 
Following the by-election, the new member for Northcote is Lidia Thorpe from the Greens.  
 
Lidia visited Westgarth Primary twice during the campaign. She has been very supportive of the  
redevelopment project, arguing that: 
 

“Westgarth’s need for funding is clear, and it isn’t right that so many children have to be  
educated in portable classrooms. I’m committed to being a strong advocate for Westgarth in 
Parliament, and standing with you and the school community as you fight for the crucial  
funding your school needs.” 
 
Substantive works addressing the major challenges facing the school cannot progress without government 
funding support. We will work with Lidia to continue our efforts to secure the required government funding. 
 
In parallel, we will continue to progress modest projects using funds raised by the school community. The 
recent fete was a whopping success, and funds raised will go towards refurbishing the old canteen area into 
a multi-purpose space. 
 
To stay in touch with the Westgarth Redevelopment project, follow us via Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/WPSredevelopment/ or Twitter @WPSRedevelop) 
 
Regards, 
Redevelopment Project Working Party  
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Diary Dates 2017 
Tues 12 December  State Secondary School Orientation Day 
    Whole School Transition Prep—Year 5 (9am—11am) 
Thurs 14 December Year 6 Graduation 
Fri 15 December  Reports sent home 
    Icy Pole Day $1 
Mon 18 December  Volunteers Thank you morning breakfast —8:15am 
Fri 22 December  Last day of Term 4 - Students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
Meetings 2017 
    
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 

T.B.C  

2017 Term Dates 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 
2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps commence on 
1/02/18 

 

Volunteer Helper Thank you morning breakfast  
Our school couldn’t run all the wonderful events and functions without the help of  

volunteers.  We would like to acknowledge the wonderful contributions of all who have 
volunteered in any capacity throughout the year such as classroom helper, Whopping 

Great Fete, fundraisers, committees, musical, working bees, Kitchen/Garden etc.   Please 
come along on the last Monday of the year, 18th Dec from 8.15am so we can give you a 

cuppa and nibble to say thank you.  Hope to see you there.   
 

RSVP by 13th December to Nella at bordin.nella.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Last day of Term 4 
Friday 22 December  

 
Students are dismissed at 1:30pm 

OSHC services will be available on this day as normal 
Bookings are essential via my family lounge app 

Woodwind lessons 2018  
As part of our afterschool user pays instrumental tuition, woodwind lessons (flute,  
clarinet or saxophone) are offered to students from grade 5 and 6 (extended to grade 4 
if there is class space available). Teacher Lauren Mullarvey is keen to start organising 
lessons for next year. Lessons usually take place on TUESDAY afternoon. If your child is 
keen and you want to get a head start on arranging your 2018 calendar, please contact 
Lauren at lauren_mullarvey@hotmail.com to discuss lessons times, fees etc. 
We have a number of flutes and clarinets that students are able to borrow until such time as you can source 
your own instrument. Happy Holidays! 
John Carr (Music Specialist) 

mailto:bordin.nella.n@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Nude Food Week at WPS 

Monday 20—Friday 24  
November  

 

Empowering students to make conscious choices about what they eat  
and encouraging them to think about their impact on the environment! 

 
Last week (Nov 20-24) was WPS’s Nude Food Week. This was organised by the Eco Squad who have been 
working very hard over the past couple of months on the project! 
  
The aim of the week is to educate the school community about food packaging waste and to encourage  
parents and students to reduce the amount of packaged foods purchased and brought to school.  
  
What the Eco Squad needed from you all was to – Make your food as nude as possible!  

Several weeks ago the Eco Squad handed out bags to each grade to measure how much rubbish our school 
had for Nude Food Week. At the end of the week we counted how much rubbish each grade had.  

Unfortunately, we have been rained out for the last couple of assemblies and so haven’t been able to  
announce our Nude Food Week winners. The winner for Brooke St was 2 Justyn and the winner for Clarke St 
was 3 Andy/Josie! Congratulations!  

Thank you to everyone who got involved. We hope it helped you to think about reducing your waste. Keep 
trying to bring in Nude Food to reduce waste at Westgarth! 

The Eco Squad hopes that Nude Food Week will inspire our community to make Nude Food choices for the 
longer term. 

Darebin’s Safe Travel to Schools Survey 
 

A survey for parents/carers and students to take their views on the 
school journey and the road safety improvements that were installed 
over the last few years. The parent/carer survey takes less than ten 
minutes and the student survey is only a handful of questions.  
 

This survey closes on Friday 15 December and participants will enter a 
draw for a $50 gift card which is nice, but it is your enthusiasm and  
encouragement that will make the difference.  
 
Here is a link for you to preview the surveys:  
Parent/carer 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?
sm=aty7uj3NDLIRFCJ8Lhu8IsWilQXvaciAyB1g2oyaCYtAr0Fg9vGMNBtVhlq0ksmr 
Student 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?
sm=KSRNOF0X7LmMyNDwnn_2BhjMNcl6pI4G6llqMZW43AV_2BMTs5uAc7_2FQu2UuhRgho_2FHn 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=aty7uj3NDLIRFCJ8Lhu8IsWilQXvaciAyB1g2oyaCYtAr0Fg9vGMNBtVhlq0ksmr
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=aty7uj3NDLIRFCJ8Lhu8IsWilQXvaciAyB1g2oyaCYtAr0Fg9vGMNBtVhlq0ksmr
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=KSRNOF0X7LmMyNDwnn_2BhjMNcl6pI4G6llqMZW43AV_2BMTs5uAc7_2FQu2UuhRgho_2FHn
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=KSRNOF0X7LmMyNDwnn_2BhjMNcl6pI4G6llqMZW43AV_2BMTs5uAc7_2FQu2UuhRgho_2FHn
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District Triathlon 
We had 145 Grade 4-6 students competing at this year’s District Triathlon.  It was a hot day (lucky for the 

swimmers) and it was a really fun day!  Our students were very well organised and swam/ran/rode  

fabulously. Thank you to all the parents/carers that helped with walking students to and from the pool.   

A big thank you to parents/carers that volunteered to marshall – Bruce, Emily, Grant, Johnny, Tony & Vijaya. 

 

 

Swimming trials 

We had 72 very talented swimmers trying out for the 2018 Westgarth swimming team. Luckily the  

thunderstorm held off and we were able to swim in the hot sunshine.  I was incredibly impressed with the 

skill level, speed and beautiful butterfly strokes.  Congratulations to everyone that competed – you should be 

very proud of yourselves.  It was the first swimming race for a lot of students and they did exceptionally well. 

The day cannot run without the help of all the parents/carers that timed, marshalled and walked students to 

and from the pool so thank you very, very much.   

 

The swimming team is below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, 
Rushe 
P.E Teacher  
 

 

 

Isla W Mia L Xiomara A Sophie S Stevie M Geordie B 

Oliver P Cassius A Will P Kiki F Emma D Phoebe H 

Georgia B Matilda H Josh D Harper W Jack MP Duncan M 

Emily P Odette M Sophie A Alanna S Zoe H Leigh M 

Zac I Griffin L Raffy A       



News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

 

We had some special foods to celebrate this week. A simple dish of halloumi wrapped in our blanched vine leaves was 
enhanced with the lovely flavour of our pomegranate molasses drizzled over the top. Earlier this year some students 
harvested 15 pomegranates and boiled down the juice to make a rich dark red syrup.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Home Made Stepping Stones 
It was full safety equipment for Milo, Xiomara and Ella from 3 Yolanda, who 
were ably assisted by Ella’s dad Bryce, in making some concrete stepping 
stones. The students donned goggles, masks and gloves while the concrete 
was mixed with water. They used old ice-cream containers, bird wire for the 
reinforcing and old tiles, stones and glass pebbles to decorate the top of the 
stepping stone. When fully cured, these will form part of the winding path 
through the food forest.  
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As you can view in the photo above, our beautiful tree promises a bountiful harvest this season. Our many  
pomegranate protectors will be explaining to curious children that the delightful orange flowers will become next 
seasons fruit. Here you can see the delicate beginnings of new pomegranates. If you watch the many flowers  
carefully over the next weeks they too will become baby fruit 

Preparing together are parent volunteers 
Ruth and Jess, students Olive and Scarlet 
and new community volunteer Kait who 
took a break from her café chef duties to 
share her skills with us.   

Everyone also had the opportunity to try and 
compare our own olive oil in contrast with an  
imported one with some farm house baked mini 
rolls. It was a chance for the students to tune 
into the subtlety of flavours, describe what they 
tasted, compare colours and discuss the virtues 
of local verses imported oils. Ours is the  
darker, richer yellow oil. Most decided that this 
one was the more flavoursome oil.  

Meanwhile in the garden, we have been 
dabbling with some new skills. Some groups 
have been making soap using some dried 
herbs and flowers from the garden. Other 
groups have started to experiment  using 
common foods and plants to make a dye 
bath and the Japanese Shibori methods of 
resist dying, to make some new table cloths 
for the kitchen. So far we have tried  
turmeric, coffee and red cabbage – with 
mixed success  

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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PARENTS AND FRIENDS EOY DRINKS – Thursday 7 December at 7.30pm 
For anyone who has been involved, or would like to be involved, or who just wants an excuse 
to get out of the house…please join us for drinks at the Peacock Inn Hotel on Thursday 7  
December from 7.30pm.  Come and meet Michelle Wrench who will be guiding our band of 
merry fun-raisers through 2018 in the role of President.  More on Michelle soon… 
 
Many of our current Whopping Great Fete leaders will be stepping down next year, so if it’s 
been your dream to run a stall or be part of event organising, then now is a good time to suss 
out the scope of the role with our current crew without committing under pressure!  
 
ICY POLE FUNDRAISER DAY – Friday 15 December 
Students can bring along $1.00 for an icy pole at recess. All funds go towards the WPS  
Re-Development Plan.  
 
IN THE PIPELINE FOR Term One 2018 
Welcome Picnic, Chocolate Fundraising, and ….drum roll….Trivia Night!! 
If you can contribute to the Trivia Night with a donation of goods or services please get in 
touch.  Our aim is to run this one ourselves in the Gym, so any food/drinks/entertainment 
offerings will be considered!  
 
Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 

Belated Fete Thank You! 
Crazy Hair Stall—Amanda Hawkey 
A belated but huge thank you to the grade 6 students who volunteered for the Crazy Hair stall for the fete.  It was  
wonderful to have students involved in running a stall at the fete this year. Your dedication in giving up time on the day 
and before hand and the responsible and enthusiastic way you conducted yourselves on the day is a credit to you all. 
 
Thank you to: Aslan S;Catherine M; Leo S; Hannah McA; Zoe L; Claudia O’F; Isabelle M; Danae T; Siena Y; Zara G; Parker 
M; Dahna McG; Anushka P Z; Maxwell V. 
 
A deep bow of gratitude to the parents who supervised: Fiona Leahy, Warabe Sugimoto, Mike Lewis, Nikki Burns, 
Leonie Malloy and particular thanks to Tony Swingler who helped things happen.  
Thank you to the grade 6 teaching team and Sarah for her assistance in organising. 

mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com
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eSmart Tip - brought to you by the  
Digital Learning Committee 
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Are you going away in 
Term 1, 2018? 

 
We are a WPS family (Niamh, 1VK) 
looking to housesit or rent a  
furnished house near the school  
during the last stages of our  
renovation. We are happy to look 
after pets and gardens. We would 
be interested in somewhere for all or 
part of Term 1 next year – from a 
couple of weeks to the whole term.  
 
Please contact Catriona on 
0411098273 or  
catrionaelek@gmail.com if you have 
any leads. 

 

House for rent - Perfect for a renovating family! 

We have a 2-3 bedroom home 400m to the school  
available for rent on a short term lease (7-9 months).  
The start date is negotiable and is available from  
December 22nd.  Please call Mark 0412 127 607. 

mailto:catrionaelek@gmail.com

