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From the principal 
I would like to make a personal ‘thanks’ to the Westgarth PS community, students, parents and staff for  
another wonderful year.  At Westgarth we work with families as a community to provide the best education 
that we can for all of our students. When parents are involved in their children’s education at home, they do 
better in school.  And when parents are involved in school, children go farther in school and the schools they 
go to are better (Henderson and Berla, 1994, p.15).  This is why Westgarth Primary School is such a great 
school and also the reason why we will continue to get even better.    
I would also like to recognise the work of the wonderful staff at Westgarth PS.  We are so lucky to have such 
dedicated and hardworking people nurturing your children/our students.  Their contributions to the school 
within both their classrooms and the community are appreciated and valued.  Their commitment to the  
students and school and their flexibility in adjusting to changes is a credit to them.  In particular I would like to 
thank Barbara McKoy, Nettie Heron and Anita Hannaford for their work at Westgarth over many years and 
wish them the best in their retirement.  To the other staff; Winter, Leah, Esmi, Jess, Sarah T, Dorothy, Leo and 
Holly (Melb Uni teaching fellow), who are either leaving permanently or taking a year leave, we thank them 
for their contributions over the time they have been here and wish them the very best for 2018 and beyond. 
All of our other staff will be returning in 2018, along with Phana Phoumin, Taryn D’Costa, Hannah Black, Kathy 
Daskalou and Cameron Lobb, all of whom will return from leave. 
I would like to wish you all a safe and wonderful summer break and I look forward to seeing you all in the 
New Year.   
Year six graduation  
Last Thursday night at the Furlan Club, we celebrated the end of primary schooling for our 95 graduating year 
six students.  After a dinner with staff, the students were joined by their families for presentations and  
performances.  The current school captains, Parker M, Aslan S-H, Daniel R and Bella L-A gave speeches of  
behalf of the student body and were acknowledged for their contributions  
throughout the year.   
Four students were awarded Citizenship Awards (two presented by Darebin RSL and two Westgarth PS) for 
living the school values of Respect, Integrity, Excellence, Working together and Responsibility and upholding 
the school motto of ‘Be safe, fair and friendly’.  The Westgarth PS citizenship awards went to Sabine M and 
Iggy N.  The two students presented with the Darebin RSL awards were Hunter S and Maddie P.  I would like 
to acknowledge the house captains and vice captains for 2017: Rucker (red) Lizzy V, Holly G, Leo C and Francis 
L; Gerrard (green) Asha D, Leo S, Aoife D and Joel A; Urquhart (yellow) Maya K, Darcy W, Neave M-P, Lachlan 
H; Walker (Blue) Sabine M, Thomas M-P, Maddie P and Nathan M. Art captains were new this year and I 
would like to thank them for their work, Raj F, Zoe L, Chloe S and Harper T-H. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

Last day of Term 4 
Friday 22 December  
Students are dismissed at 1:30pm 

OSHC services will be available on this day as normal, Bookings are essential. 



While it is important to acknowledge students for outstanding achievements, some of which have been  
mentioned above, I would like to congratulate all the graduating year six students on their hard work,  
wonderful outcomes and for trying their best.  High marks and awards don’t always acknowledge the  
personal effort individuals make to their learning.  Likewise leadership is not a title, it is the things you do 
every day to help, guide and encourage others.  It is important that we don’t lose sight of the achievements 
of all of our students and I hope they are as proud of their outcomes as we are.  We wish them the very best 
for their transition to secondary school and for the future. 
 
Furthermore, I would like to acknowledge the wonderful contributions made to the school over many years 
by the families whose youngest child is leaving this year.  This year we have a remarkable 48 families leaving 
and amongst those we have a number of former school councillors, a three-year fete coordinator, many long 
serving fete stallholders, science club and robotics coordinator, kitchen garden volunteers, Westgarth Idol 
performers, costume makers, class helpers, presenters, fundraisers and to name a few.  For some families 
this could amount to fifteen years contributing to the school.  We are grateful to you and thank you all.  
We wish you and your families the very best for the future.  
Farewell to the following families: Allen, Austin/Dickens, Balint/Coles, Bandura-Cadle, Boothroyd/
Mitsogianni, Boyd-McCaw, Byrne, Cacalis/Thomson, Caruana-Brown, Coburn/Hulse, Fisher/Young, Fordyce/
Joshi, Go/Burns, Ionnidis, Kalathas, Katanos, Kiriakidis, Knight/Hodgkinson, Koronczewski/Young,  Kruspe/
Stirkul,  Lander,  Lemaire,  Leslie,  Lester, Leung, Lewis/Yule, Madden, Major/Betteridge, McCabe/Kempken, 
McFarland/Mahoney, McGann/Pollitt, McMahon, Mizzi/Levey, Napoli/Anderson, O'Farrell/Jackson, Petrilli/
Lovett, Preston Zly, Rakocevic/Savic, Ramshaw/Pearce, Riches/Erwin, Simon, Sugimoto-Hyde, Swingler/
Leahy, Swinnerton/Novikova, Tierney-Hunt, Villotet/Hellwege, Winstanley/Radford and Yap/McCarty/
Hoefer. 
 

LOST PROPERTY l LOST PROPERTY l  LOST PROPERTY l  LOST PROPERTY – SAY NO MORE! 
 
Jo Wheeler,  
Principal 
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Diary Dates 2017 
Tue 19 December  Westgarth Dads and Such—Garden Tour 7pm 
Fri 22 December  Last day of Term 4 - Students dismissed at 1:30pm 
 
 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 

T.B.C  

2017 Term Dates 
T4    Ends 22/12/17 
2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps commence on 
1/02/18 

 

 

During the campaign and selling 

of ANZAC poppies W.P.S raised 

$585.05 for Darebin RSL. 

Well done to Everyone! 

 
 

Wishing our WPS students and 
families a lovely Christmas break 

and a happy new year.  
See you back in 2018! 

School commences back for  

Years 1-6 on Tuesday 30 January 2018 

Preps on Thursday 1 February 2018 
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School Council News - School Council 29 November 2017 
 

School Council met on 29 November for the final session of 2017.  Business arising from the subcommittees, working 
parties and agenda were discussed as follows: 
 Jo’s Principal’s Report informed School Council about a number of items including: 
 A theft at the school on Wednesday, 22 November, which resulted in approximately $2,000 of equipment being 

stolen.   
 Inappropriate/non-Sunsmart clothing being worn to school 
 The 2018 Grade structure 
 Advertising for positions including: two learning specialists (English and Student wellbeing (2-year  

appointments); Classroom teacher positions (1 and 2-year contracts); and special needs/Library (ongoing). 
 The main point of discussion arising from the Finance subcommittee comprised a proposed increase in  

payments, given essential items have not been increased for the last few years.  More will follow on this in due 
course. 

 From the Policy Subcommittee, the Asthma Policy was adopted by Council. 
 Out of School Hours Care, reported that the staff are beginning to prepare activities for 2018. 
 Parents & Friends are aiming to work closely with the redevelopment project working party (RPWP) in 2018 

and raise money for discrete projects.  Dates for the Welcome Picnic in early 2018 were discussed as was a  
proposal to hold a trivia night in term 1.  School Council approved the Term 1 2018 Fundraising Calendar. 

 
Essential business was then discussed, beginning with the 2018 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP), which sets out the 
school’s operational targets and objectives for the coming year and is a requirement of the Department of Education 
and Training (DET).  One of roles of School Council is to review, comment and accept the AIP, with the latter duly  
completed during the meeting.  A tight turnaround was required by DET for completion of the AIP and on behalf of the 
School Council I would like to commend Jo, Donald, Carolyn and the rest of our School’s staff for the fantastic effort 
applied to developing and completing the AIP in 2.5 weeks from the date of DET training. 
 
Julia Kelly, the organiser for the 2016 and 2017 Whopping Great Fetes then provided Council with a verbal report  
outlining the positives and challenges arising from running the fete, which we can consider and account for in the 2018 
Fete.  The 2017 Fete raised about $90,000 once monies collected on the day and raised through the Auction for an 
auction and expenses were accounted for.  School Council would like to extend a huge thank you to Julia, her team and 
everyone who made such a fantastic result possible. 
 
A discussion covering alcohol at school functions was then held with School Council asking the Policy committee to  
develop an Alcohol policy.  This work would involve providing the school community with research and  
evidenced-based articles to provide context, surveying community attitudes, and drafting an Alcohol policy.  More on 
this will follow in Term 1 of 2018. 
 
We will be seeking nominations for new councillors early in Term 1 next year.  If you would like to assist with the  
governance and direction of your school please consider getting involved with School Council or one of our  
sub-committees, several of which require additional members. 
 
To those Grade 6 students and their families who are leaving Westgarth Primary School, I would like to wish you good 
luck with your next exciting adventures.  I would like to thank all the students, teaching and administration staff and 
parents/carers for all the hard work and effort you have put in across 2017 in making Westgarth Primary School the 
great community it is. I wish all of you a merry festive and holiday season and a happy New Year – see you again in 
2018.   
 
Gary Selwyn,  
President  
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 2017 ‘Out of School 

Care’ Roundup 
 

 
 
 
It has been a busy year in OSHC and there have been many changes. In February, we went (almost) paperless 
and introduced the new iPad sign in/out system which, despite an initial learning curve for all involved, has 
made the process of recording attendances much simpler. The ability to make/edit/cancel/absent bookings 
online without office intervention, has also significantly reduced the administrative overheads of the  
program, allowing more focus on program development. 
In May of this year, we said goodbye to our Before Care Coordinator, David –and we recruited Nathan into 
the position of Assistant Coordinator, who now works alongside Mike in the afternoons and assists in the  
development of the program and menu. Nathan hit the ground running, already knowing a number of our 
families from his Kinder work, and will continue in this role during 2018. 
 
Food preparation has now moved into the canteen providing a larger, dedicated food preparation area; with 
grades 3-6 now being served their afternoon snack in that area before joining everyone else near the  
Farmhouse. The addition of a second fridge to the canteen has also allowed us to expand our menu and 
serve a greater variety of “occasional foods” including the ever popular fish fingers and hot dogs! 
 
The addition of the Grade 3-6 play equipment on Clarke Street has been extremely popular with staff and 
students alike, and we also hope to resume our visits to Brooke Street next year. This is always popular with 
‘new’ grade three students who miss their old stomping grounds. 
 
Next year we will be welcoming Laura back to Westgarth to continue with her highly successful and popular 
“Art Play” program. In term two, we will also be welcoming Emanuel Saakai’s Soccer Clinic to the program. 
Emanuel has links to a number of high-profile soccer clubs (including Juventus, Barcelona, and Manchester 
City) and we expect places in his clinic to be in high demand.  More details available in term one. 
 
Bookings for 2018 can now be made via the My Family Lounge website with offers of places being sent out 
before the end of the school year.  

Any requests made during the holiday period should expect to receive an offer of a place in late January. 
Please remember, all 2017 accounts should be finalised by the end of this week (22nd December) before any 
offers of places for 2018 can be considered. 

 

 

Mike,  

OSHC Co-ordinator 
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News from the Kitchen Garden  Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

 

Navidad en La Cocina 
 Our budding cooks had the opportunity this week to give a big MUCHAS GRACIAS 
to all our wonderful supporters, the volunteers from within the school and the 
community. Volunteers bring a variety of skills and knowledge to the program that 
we all benefit and learn from.  The Grade 5s had made beautiful cards in their  
botanical drawing sessions for all children to use and everyone has been making 
gifts such as flowered soap, wreaths, little trees and salad seed mixes to give to 
the volunteers as a show of appreciation for their time and the juggling acts most 
do to squeeze time for us.  
We prepared and shared sangria and gingerbread stars. If you were lucky, a couple 
of stars may have come your way as the children wrapped a couple in their  
personally designed and drawn gift wrap to take home. 

 
 

 

Sangria                 
Ingredients 
500 ml boiling water 
3 black tea bags 
2 cinnamon sticks 
750 ml grape juice 
500 ml apple and blackcurrant juice  
750 ml carbonated water 

1 lime - sliced 
1 lemon - sliced 
2 oranges – sliced 
2 apples – chopped into 1cm cubes 

mint leaves for garnish in the jugs and glasses 
 

Method 

1. Measure the boiling water into a big pot. 
2.  Add the tea bags. 
3. Add the cinnamon sticks to the water. 
4. Let them sit for 5 minutes and then add the juices. 
5. Slice the lime, lemon and oranges and add to the juice mixture. 
6. Chop the apples into 1cm cubes and add to the Sangria.  
7. Let sit for at least an hour or up to overnight in the fridge. 
8. Just before serving divide the sangria between the jugs and pour in the carbonated water.  
9. Add the mint leaves to the jugs and glasses. 
 
 
                        Enjoy your refreshing Sangria and adjust liquids to suit your taste! 

 

PLANT AND PRODUCE SALE 
Thank you to the friends and families who purchased items from our sale,  
together we raised $205 for the school.  
Thank you Amanda (one of our community volunteers) for helping harvest and  
prepare for the stall, and Ana for setting up, selling and packing up.  
We hope you have a happy and safe holiday and we are looking forward to  
another great year in the kitchen and garden in 2018. 
 
Thank you,  
Mary And Virginia 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com


Westgarth Primary School 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Westgarth Primary School 8 

 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Fitzroy City Football Club 
Hi parents, FCFC is looking for players for the 2018 season. Located at Fairfield Park, we 
are fielding junior teams from under 8 to under 18. A Registration day will be held on 20  
December from 6-730 at the Club.  FCFC is a community based club with an emphasis on 

fun and sportsmanship. Find us on Facebook at Fitzroy City Soccer Club, or email  
fitzroycitysc@gmail.com or call or email David Roche on 0400081167 or  

davidkroche@yahoo.com if your child is interested in playing the world game in 2018! 

HOUSE-SITTER in JANUARY 
Dear Westgarth families, we are  
looking for a local house to sublet or mind for 2-3 weeks from mid-January.  
A guest of ours from Italy (Anita's nonno) would be staying, he is highly  
responsible and very good at looking after any plants/gardens. if you are  
looking for a house-sitter please contact us on 0405 025 637 
Magica and Simon (Anita’s parents, 2J) 

Golden Gear STEAM Laboratory 
Robotics Coding Makerspace  

craft activities 
Jan School holiday program 
Mon Jan 22nd - Thurs 25th  

9.30am - 3.30pm 
@ Westgarth Primary School  

Northcote 
We now have junior- 7-9 and senior 10-12  
classes to cater for demand and also have a new 
instructor joining us. We have also bought some 
more equipment and have been running lots of 
incursions in schools, so have lots of practice 
managing larger groups! 
The students will be working together for some 
of the activities and splitting up for some of the 
more technical parts to make sure everyone is 
challenged. Details and dates are and how to 
book are on the website, but feel free to call  
Kerry on 0418 330 324 or email us with any 
questions. We are still a small program and can 
only take max 16 for the junior and 12 for the 
senior workshops, so book early if you don't 
want to miss out! 
www.goldengearrobotics.com.au 

mailto:fitzroycitysc@gmail.com
mailto:davidkroche@yahoo.com
http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/

