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From the Principal 
HOME READING 
Teachers presented information to our school community last Wednesday evening, about their child’s school 
year and included information about ways to assist children with learning at home.  Thank you to the families 
for a fantastic attendance at these sessions.  Doing reading practice at home is one of the most important 
ways to assist your child’s learning. It is essential to continue to listen to children read and to discuss aspects 
of the text and the language in it, beyond Year 2, when many Westgarth Primary students have become  
independent readers.  Students need to continue to develop their vocabulary by about 1000 words per year 
and this is only achieved by reading widely, reading together and having parent/child discussions.  It is not 
expected that parents listen to their Year 3-6 students read for a full 20-30 minute period daily, but to spend 
some of that time reading together and then the child can continue to read independently.  It is important to 
note that children often plateau or worse still go backwards in their reading progress once they become  
independent readers if their reading is no longer monitored by their parents. 
Questions around the text are why, what, how, when, where questions.  Conversations about stories help the 
child to develop links with their world experiences, make connections between other stories and information 
and help them predict what might happen in stories as well as prepare them in some way for unfamiliar 
events in their future lives. 
Children learning to become independent readers in Prep-Year 2 benefit from repeated reading of the same 
text.  Home reading material sent home from school should be easy rather than challenging because we want 
children to improve their sight vocabulary, ability to read in phrases and sentences, understanding of the text 
and to feel success.  Likewise novels read by Year 3-6 students should also be of a level that allows the child to 
enjoy what they are reading while improving their vocabulary, their reading fluency and comprehension. 
Families can share the reading of a picture story book or a more difficult novel at home with parents reading 
most of the text, with older children reading a paragraph or page at a time (depending on their reading level) 
and younger children listening and following the storyline, then all participating in discussions about the story 
and the language used.  Development of reading fluency is assisted by repeated reading of books in Prep-2. 
To ensure success for our prep students, we start the year teaching them the sounds they need to be able to 
decode texts while at school.  Once they have mastered these we begin to send books home to practice. This 
home reading program will not start for our prep students until term two, when they have sufficient skills to 
be successful decoders.  The benefits are two-fold. It gives them and their family time to settle into the  
routine of school without the added pressure of homework as well as high reading success rates as beginner 
readers.  
Student Absences 
The Department of Education have changed their policy and require all student absences to be reported to 
the school on the day of the absence (rather than within 3 days). To assist us managing this please report a 
student absence by 9am on the morning of the absence in one of these two ways: Flexibuzz (preferred) see 
further information on the next page or telephone (9481 5577) select option 1. If your child is going to be 
away for a longer period please provide the office with a note outlining the dates and reason for absence.  
For student absences over consecutive days, such as is ill for two days, the absence needs to be recorded 
each day of absence.   

This newsletter is published on our school website.  



 

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) 
In May each year, students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 undertake NAPLAN where students complete assessment 
tasks for: 

* Reading (comprehension) 
* Language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
* Writing (completing a narrative or persuasive text) 
* Numeracy 

NAPLAN tests broadly reflect important aspects of literacy and numeracy in the Australian Curriculum  
adopted by each state or territory. Schools receive the results of NAPLAN late August/early September. 
 
In November 2017, staff undertook a detailed item analysis of our NAPLAN results. Our analysis showed that 
while our students achieved high results in year 3 and 5, there was (in general terms) a lack of sustained 
growth from year 3 to 5. This may have been due to a lack of familiarity with the testing genre, question  
interpretation and/or problem solving skills. As a result of our analysis, students at all levels will be explicitly 
taught and will deliberately practice strategies for: 

* Reading and comprehending questions/problems 
* Working out what needs to be answered/solved 
* Deciding whether their answer/solution makes sense in the context of the question. 

 
This approach is designed to support student literacy and numeracy learning in overall terms including 
NAPLAN. 
 
KIDSMATTER UPDATE 
KidsMatter is a whole school framework that facilitates and gives prominence to  
student mental health and wellbeing. As a school community we believe  
wholeheartedly that happy and healthy children learn best. 
Over the past few years our school started the journey of becoming a KidsMatter school. KidsMatter is a 
framework for schools, focusing on children’s mental health and wellbeing.   
It has 4 components  - Positive School Community, Social and Emotional Learning, Working with Parents and 
Carers and Helping Children with Mental Health Difficulties.  
We had an Action Team, comprising of representatives from leadership, staff and parents to drive the  
initiative within our school.  This team took a break last year from meeting while the teachers concentrated 
on learning about Social and Emotional Learning.  This year we are re-establishing the committee.  If you 
would like to express an interest in joining the team please let the office know.  We expect the first meeting 
to be held at the start of term 2, meeting approximately once per term.   
 
WELCOME PICNIC 

It was great to see many families coming along to our Welcome Picnic on Friday 
evening. We couldn’t have asked for better weather.  The grade 2 students had a 
great time dancing to music provided by Dan Tyrell.   
A big ‘thanks’ to the team of parents who assisted with the food and drink stalls 
on the night and to Parents and Friends for organising everything.   
 
 
 
 
 
Jo Wheeler,  
Principal 
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ASBSETOS UPDATE 
As you will be aware from the last newsletter and other correspondence from last year, a number of small 
pieces of cement sheeting, some containing asbestos were found in the soil on Brooke St.  The Department 
of Education took steps to remove these pieces and monitor the situation.  No pieces have been found in  
recent times however to manage the situation on a more permanent basis they are scraping back the soil in 
the affected areas and replacing it.  Initially this was planned to occur over the school holidays but the  
contractors ran out of time.  They started the work last weekend and had difficulties with their machinery so 
were unable to complete it.  They will be back next weekend and the following one or two to remove and 
reinstate the soil.  All asbestos removal and remediation works are conducted in strict accordance with the 
Victorian Health and Safely Framework. Work will be undertaken by a Class A licensed asbestos removalist.  
As a further precaution air monitoring will also take place during these works and the occupational hygienist 
must issue a clearance certificate before any person can access the area. The Victorian School Building  
Authority (VSBA) is responsible for asbestos removal and coordinates this work. 
More information is available on the DET website, click here.   
 
BRAIN FOOD 
Some years ago we introduced a ‘brain food break’ in the middle of the morning session.  While it was  
believed it would keep children more alert, there is no evidence to support this plus it takes up to 20 minutes 
of learning time daily.  It is for these reasons we have decided to pare it back.  Morning recess is at 10.40am 
and students have their morning snack at this time. We are encouraging students to be able to last that 1 hr, 
40 min without having a snack, however there is flexibility for teachers to judge if a student needs to eat 
more regularly than that, in which case a child who needs to, can.   
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
School Council assists with the governance of the school.  The Westgarth School Council has 15 members  
including 8 parents, 4 staff, the principal as executive officer and 2 co-opted members, traditionally a  
kindergarten and a Parents and Friends representative. Each year half of the council complete their 2 year 
term and vacancies arise.  We have four parents retiring from council this year so if you would like to be  
involved please collect a nomination form from the office.  If you are unable to come in please contact the 
office and we can email a copy.  The schedule for the process is below.  I will host an information session in 
the staffroom straight after assembly on Monday 19th for those wanting more information or alternatively 
you can call the school and talk to Jo.  
 

 School Council Election Process and Timetable 2018 

  

  EVENT DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations  Tuesday 13th February 2018 

b) Closing date for nominations  Tuesday 20th  February 2018 

c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators 
will be posted 

 Thursday 22nd February 2018 

  

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed if election is required 

 Tuesday 27th  February 2018 

  

e) Close of ballot  4.00pm Monday, 12th March 2018 

f) Vote count  Monday, 12th  March 2018 

g) Declaration of poll  Tuesday 13th  March 2018 

h) Special council meeting to co-opt Community mem-
bers (the principal will preside) 

 Wednesday 28th March 2018 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers (the  Wednesday 28th March 2018 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/infrastructure/Pages/asbestos.aspx
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Year 1 Student—Jack Wilson  
 

For all of those who are new to WPS, we would like to introduce you to Jack Wilson, pictured below with his 
sister Polly (6T) and his brother Harry (3G). 
Jack has cerebral palsy, which affects his muscle tone and the movement of all four limbs. He doesn't walk or 
sit by himself and uses a wheel chair to move around. Cerebral Palsy occurs as a result of an injury to the 
brain before or during birth. It can happen to anyone and can be serious or relatively mild. 
Jack also has cortical vision impairment, which means his sight is limited to just a metre or two. Jack loves 
people coming and saying hello, but it helps to get up pretty close, and say who you are!   
 
The school has education support staff to support Jack both in the classroom and in the playground. 
Despite his condition, Jack is a typical year one student in many ways. He loves music, jokes, stories, sport 
and hanging out with friends and family.  
 
The school organised a disabled carpark to cater for Jack outside the school on Brooke Street. On a daily  
basis the family has a lot of equipment to move between school and home so require access to this carpark.  
We appreciate your cooperation in informing all family members (i.e. Grandparents) in keeping this disabled 
carpark free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jo Wheeler,  
Principal 
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Please say hi to our new and returning staff members! 

 

Cameron Lobb — Grade 4         Phana Phoumin—Grade 4   Hannah Black —Grade 5 

     Siobhan Matuska—Prep                Lucy Paisley— Grade 2                 Kathy Daskalou—Grade 2          Taryn D’Costa—Grade 3 

Madeline Brissett — Grade 6       Lorena Dall—Music / Spanish       Chris Sarandis—Reading Support 



Diary Dates 2018 
Mon 12—14 February   Grade 6 Camp  
Sat 24 February     Trivia Night, school Gym 
Tues 27 February    District Swimming Sports  
Thurs 1 March    School Photos 
Throughout March    Chocolate Fundraiser  
Thurs 8 March    Grade 1 Green Hat In-school Workshop 
 
 
 
Meeting Dates 2018 
Finance  Wed 21 February 8:30am Jo’s Office 
School Council Wed 28 February 7:00pm Staffroom 
 

 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 28 February 

2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps commenced on 
1/02/18 

Schedule 3     Notice of Election and Call for Nominations  
(first school council election) 

An election is to be conducted for members of the school council of Westgarth Primary School. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on 20 February 2018. 

The ballot will close at 4.00pm on Tuesday 20 February 2018 

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.  
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for 
election are as follows –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for fur-
ther nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 

Membership category Term of office Number of positions 

Parent member 
From the day after the 
date of the declaration of 
the poll in 2018 and in-
clusive of the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 
2020 

  
  

4 

  
DET member 

From the day after the 
date of the declaration of 
the poll in 2018 to and 
inclusive of the date of 
the declaration of the 
poll in 2020 

  
  

2 
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Parent information sessions (7 February) 
It was wonderful to see so many parents and carers in attendance at the information sessions last week. A 
notification via Flexibuzz was sent out and the information session presentations have been uploaded to the 
school’s website.  
 

In addition to the information sessions, teaching and learning news for each year level has also been  
uploaded to the school’s website. The teaching and learning news outlines important term dates for each 
year level as well as outlining the curriculum content to be covered this term in classrooms and specialist 
areas.  
To access either the teaching and learning news or parent information presentations, click here.  

 
YouTube Channel: DEtv Donald Eddington  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8kLk_0uqDUsvHWYRPSnGHg/playlists  
 
To support consistent language and approaches – including the notion that there is 
more than one way to solve a problem – a series of short video clips have been  
created that explain how to do the four operations (addition, subtraction,  
multiplication and division) - as well as some other mathematics concepts. The clips 
demonstrate both traditional and alternate approaches for using each of the  
operations and, importantly, use the same language and approaches used in  
classrooms at Westgarth Primary School. DEtv employs a step-by-step approach to 
show current methodology for teaching mathematics. 
 
Please note, the clips are low-tech but the demonstrations are helpful due to their 
simplicity, repetitive format, setting out and consistent use of language. 
 
It would be appreciated if you could subscribe to this channel as I am trying to get 500 
subscribers so I can create an easy-to-remember URL (web address).  I currently have 
164 subscribers. 

Optional Homework 
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with parents and staff and 
informed by research. The new homework policy can be accessed by clicking on this link. 
 

Each fortnight, optional homework tasks will be uploaded to the school website.  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Homework 
 

Please note: These tasks do not need to be handed in to your child’s teacher for correction. 
 

Donald Eddington 
Assistant Principal  

Do you have a valid health care or concession card? 
Then you may be eligible for DET funding of $125 per child to assist with camps,  

excursions and swimming costs. 
 

To apply, please complete the CSEF application form on the next page and return to the 
school office with a copy of your concession card.  

Or alternatively, speak with Nella who will be able to assist you with any  
questions you may have.  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/page/195
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8kLk_0uqDUsvHWYRPSnGHg/playlists
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Homework
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Here you will find different activities to have fun practicing some Spanish at home!  

If you would like to see the different projects children are doing in Spanish at Westgarth, you can check 

the Spanish website http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 

 

Let’s find the greetings in Spanish!  

 

Hello 

Good morning  

Good afternoon  

Good night 

See you soon 

Goodbye 

 

 
 

Now let’s have some fun introducing  

ourselves! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to practice a bit more? Just follow these links and have fun!  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/spanish/topic01/index.htm 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/spanish/topic02/index.htm 

 

K Y U H T W V D B P B Q 
S C G A M W B R U U U Ó 
A V R S Ó I D A E X E W 
Í N S T I R P S N M N F 
D A P A V F Y Z A H A O 
S E E P X B F N S O S E 
O L X R U W Í V T L N X 
N P D O V D A R A A O P 
E H E N B X I Y R Z C M 
U E Z T R E T W D W H S 
B F A O J U W P E S E L 
J Y B C B R Í U S V S H 

Spanish News 
Our Spanish committee will be starting to meet soon, so if you want to be part of it, 
send an email to the School or contact us via FlexiBuzz. 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/spanish/topic01/index.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/languagesonline/spanish/topic02/index.htm
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PE lessons  
Please ensure your child is wearing clothing that they can run, jump, roll and skip in on the day they have 
P.E.  
 
School Sport Victoria State Trials Nominations  
At Westgarth Primary we like to encourage excellence in all areas of the curriculum.  If there are any  
students that are exceptional in a sport and wish to be nominated for trialling out for a state team then 
please note:  
Any child wishing to trial must obtain an endorsement from the Sports Coordinator, Rushe Lynch and Jo 
Wheeler will need to ‘sign it off’. Only three students per school can be endorsed for each sport.  If you wish 
to enrol your child in a trial please hand in a letter of intention to Rushe with any relevant stats/awards for 
their chosen sport by Friday 16 February. Some of the sport’s closing dates are very soon and late  
nominations aren’t accepted. These trials are not come and try days, they are for children who excel in their 
sport (who have advanced skills). Children already playing in a representative side or who have won a  
competition award, not just team awards will be given preference.  
Once endorsed, parents will be responsible for registering their child online, paying the registration fee and 
for downloading all details relating to trial dates, times, venues and costs.  
Parents will be responsible for transporting their child to any trials or events if selected. If your child is  
successful and selected for a state team, additional costs such as, airfares, accommodation and uniforms are 
also paid for by the families of children attending. 
Please feel free to explore the SSV website at www.ssv.vic.edu   
From the home page simple click on Team Vic logo at the top of the page and select the sport you wish to 

enrol your child in. 

5/6 Interschool Sport  
The Interschool Sports Program will begin this Friday with our first official game being on Friday 16  February.  
Each student has selected one of the summer sports (cricket, rounders, bat tennis, softball) as their  
nominated team. 
Each week a team is selected from the Grade 6 squad and these students need to be at school on time on 
Fridays and in a Westgarth Primary t-shirt or polo top, black shorts/netball skirt/track pants and sports 
shoes.   All Grade 5s will be members of one of the Summer Sports teams and will be involved in training and 
playing practise games at school on Friday mornings.  This will provide a great base for them to be involved 
in representing Westgarth and playing other schools when they reach Grade 6. The Summer Sports Program 
runs during Term 1 and continues in Term 4.  
The competition draw will be included under Sport Diary Dates in the newsletter each fortnight.  If it is an 
away game, the bus will cost $10 for the students that are playing. Parents are welcome to come and watch 
or if you are keen on a particular sport, you can see me if you would like to assist with coaching or umpiring.  
 
Please ensure you have a Working With Children Card.  

 

http://www.ssv.vic.edu
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Grade 6 Interschool sport  
Friday 16 February  
Away game against Preston South Primary (no softball or bat tennis, cricket played at Oulton Reserve) 
Friday 23 February  
Home game against Northcote Primary (softball & cricket played at McDonnell Park) 
Friday 2 March 
Away game against Thornbury Primary (cricket played at Sir Douglas Nicholls) 
Friday 9 March  
Our game against Fairfield Primary has been postponed until term 4 due to Fairfield’s grade 5/6 camp 

2018 Sport Diary Dates (please pop these into your diaries) 

Event Date Time Venue 

Term 1 

District Swimming 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Tuesday 27/2 10:00 –12:30 Northcote Aquatic Centre 

Division Swimming 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Tuesday 6/3 9:30-1:30 Northcote Aquatic Centre 

Region Swimming 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Wednesday 
14/3 

10:00-2:00 Northcote Aquatic Centre 

T20 Cricket Gr 6 optional extra cur-
ricular event 

Thursday 
15/3 

10 – 3:00 Pastor Doug Nichols Oval 

Term 2 

State Swimming 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Wednesday 
18/4 

9:00-3:30 MSAC 

Westgarth Cross Country trials Gr 4-
6 (all students) 

Tuesday 1/5 9.00 – 3.30 Westgarth Primary 

District Cross Country 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Tuesday 22/5 12-2:30 Bundoora Park 

Division Cross Country 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Wednesday 
13/6 

9:30-1:00 Bundoora Park 

Region Cross Country 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Wednesday 
20/6 

12:30 – 3:30 Bundoora Park 

Term 3 

State Cross Country Wednesday 
19/7 

10.30-1.00 Bundoora Park 

District Basketball Gr 6 o-optional 
extra curricular event 

Wednesday 
8/8 

9:30-3:00 Coburg Basketball Stadium 

Westgarth Athletics Day Gr 4-6 (all 
students) 

Tuesday 21/8 9.30 – 3.00 Collingwood Harriers track 

Grade 3 Athletics fun day 
(all students) 

Tuesday 21/8 9.10 – 10.40 Westgarth Primary 

District Athletics 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Monday 10/9 9:30-3:00 Collingwood Harriers track 

Term 4 

Division Athletics 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Tuesday 9/10 9:00 – 3:30 Meadowglen Athletics Track 

Region Athletics 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Wednesday 
17/10 

9:00 – 3:30 Meadowglen Athletics Track 

State Athletics 
(selected gr 4-6 students) 

Monday 
29/10 

10.00 – 6.00 Albert Park Athletics Track 

Triathlon Gr 4-6 optional extra cur-
ricular event 

Friday  
9/11 TBC 

10.00 – 1.00 Northcote Aquatic Centre/McDonnel oval 

Westgarth swim trials Gr 3-5 option-
al extra curricular event 

Friday  
23/11 TBC 

TBC 12.30-3.00 Northcote Aquatic Centre 

District Grade 6 girl’s soccer day TBC TBC McDonnel oval 
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Thank you to everyone who came to the Welcome Picnic on Friday night and supported us. We hope you met some 
new people and had a good catch up with old friends. 
 
A successful evening like that could never happen without the amazing help we receive from our parents, so a huge 
thank you to everyone who helped setup, cook sausages, sell sushi and icy poles and provided us with music (which 
always makes a great evening even better). 
 
Now it is time to focus on our TRIVIA NIGHT on the 24th February. 
Details:  24th February 2018 
Time:      7-11pm 
Place:     The Gym, Clarke Street 
BYO a plate of snacks to share. 
Cash bar for all drinks. 
 
We have a handful of tickets still available, so please support us and buy your ticket. It promises to be a great evening 
of fun and laughter. The last few tickets will be on sale WEDNESDAY MORNING AT 8:45am at the Grade One entrance 
on Brooke Street. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has bought a ticket and supported our school. 
 
Michelle, Nerida, Jen, Tanya, Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 



Westgarth Primary School 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

Google Search allows users to search web pages on the internet, and can be used to search for nearly any kind of  
information. Google's SafeSearch tool allows you to manage search results so sexually explicit websites and images  
are filtered. By default, SafeSearch is turned off. 

To turn on SafeSearch, you can: 

1. click on Settings located in the bottom right hand corner of the Google site, then click Search settings 

2. tick the box beside Filter explicit results 
3.    click Save.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Locking SafeSearch 
To lock SafeSearch, you can:  

1. Click on Settings located in the bottom right hand corner of the Google site, then click Search settings 

2. Click Lock SafeSearch located next to the Filter explicit results checkbox. At this point, you may be prompted  
        to sign in 
3.    Click Lock SafeSearch once you have signed in 
4.    You will see a confirmation page once the lock is on. 
 
More information on SafeSearch is available at Google's Family Safety Centre http://www.google.com.au/
safetycenter/families/start  
 

 
 

 
eSmart Tip - brought to you by the  

Digital Learning Committee 
 

http://www.google.com.au/safetycenter/families/start
http://www.google.com.au/safetycenter/families/start
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Large, free standing, 2 bedroom House with 
detached 3 car garage with R.O.W access for 
rent in Northcote area adjacent All Nations 

park.  
Would suit someone looking for long term  

rental 12 months negotiable, $510 p.w 
Currently rented to WPS family becoming  

available around end of March 2018. 
 

For further information please contact Mark 
Stambanis (0413 089 270) or 

mark@spaceform.com.au 

Holiday House for Rent – Silver leaves, Phillip Island 
3 minutes’ walk to the safe and secluded Silver leaves beach. 4 bedrooms, 

1.5 bathrooms, 2 living areas and a huge backyard. Be there in less than 2 

hours. Available weekends, long weekends and school holidays. contact 

Danni on 0421 335 944 for an affordable family getaway. 

 
Golden Gear STEAM LAB 

Easter school holiday  
Program 

 
Adventures in art & technology 

for ages 7-12 Robots Game 
design Coding Escape room 

Crazy chain reaction machines 
& more! 

 
Mon April 9th - Fri April 13th 

9.30am - 3.30pm  
@ Westgarth Primary 

School, Clarke st campus 
 

www.goldengearrobotics.com.au
/holiday-program 

WANTED—House to Rent 
We are looking for a 3 bedroom house in the  

Northcote, Thornbury and Preston area to lease. 
Please contact Susan Price, Business Manager at 

Westgarth Primary School on 0423 761 659 

mailto:mark@spaceform.com.au

