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From the Principal 

Sharing research with parents – An interview with Donald Eddington in ACER’s Teacher Magazine 
Research shows that families have the first and most significant influence on children’s learning and  
development.  Parents and carers play a pivotal role in helping their children succeed at school and be  
confident and articulate learners.  Building and maintaining strong links between families and the school is 
essential to positive outcomes for students therefore it is important to us that we work collaboratively with 
parents and carers. Recently our Assistant Principal, Donald Eddington, was interviewed by teacher magazine 
regarding the family and school partnerships we have been building over the years and in particular Donald’s 
maths YouTube channel and our school’s new student reports.  To read the full interview follow this link. 
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/sharing-research-with-parents 
Swimming 
With the large number of drowning deaths in Australia, the Victorian State government has implemented a 
policy that it is compulsory for all government schools to provide a swimming program as part of the physical 
education program.  While some parents believe their child/ren already have a solid education in swimming, 
we do not stop teaching reading because a child can read.  We are looking at this program as  
covering a variety of curriculum areas including health and physical education and personal and social  
capabilities.  The program being offered is a differentiated one therefore students should be catered for their 
ability from non-swimmer (of which there are many) through to squad swimmers.  Apart from all of this, we 
know that swimming is a healthy activity and students have great fun engaging in this different learning  
experience.  Swimming starts for students in years 3 – 6 on Friday 16 March (a note will come home closer to 
the time) and the Prep – 2 in term 2.    
Student Absences 
As you are aware the Department of Education have changed their policy 
and require all student absences to be reported to the school on the day of 
the absence. 
To assist us managing this please report, please report your child’s  
absence by 9am on the morning of the absence in one of these two ways: 
Flexibuzz (preferred) or telephone (9481 5577) and select option 1.  
 

For student lateness: 
You can advise the office for lateness via the flexibuzz app through the  
absence tool and select ‘other’. This will help the office identify and  
reduce any unnecessary phone calls.  
Please ensure when dropping off/picking up your child you sign your child 
in/out at the office on the iPad.  
 

Extended Holidays: 
If your child is going to be away for a longer period please provide the 
office with a note outlining the dates and reason for absence.  
For student absences over consecutive days, such as illness for two days, 
the absence needs to be recorded each day of absence.   
 

Jo Wheeler,  
Principal 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/sharing-research-with-parents
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Howdy.  Ian Rogers here.  
 

I have the task of coordinating this year's school fete.  I volunteered and with plenty of 
help we’ll get it done.  
Sunday 21 October 2018.   The second weekend of term four.  
My son is in grade 3 Gaye and this will be my fourth fete, but my first as  
coordinator. I ran pre-loved books the last 3 years. 

It takes loads of help from families to make the Whopping Great Fete live up to its name each year.   
If you are a new family to the school, please have a think about how you could help out, and how much time 
you could chip in.  
There’s all sorts of tasks to share, some taking up a small amount of time, while others may stretch your 
brain.   
Setting up, sorting, cooking, selling, and cleaning up and packing down. That's all just on the weekend of the 
fete. 
Or fete logistics and planning. Link up with a crew of fete veterans and make new friends, with the  
commitment of more time than just some part of the weekend of the fete. 
 

What was good and not so good about last years fete?  Or what new  
market stalls or experiences are worth a try this year? 
Ask your children or ask your mates. Above all, please let me know what you 
think. 
 

0409 716 442 
ianrogers717@gmail.com 
And one more time, the fete date. 

Sunday, 21 October 2018. 

Sunday 21st October 

2018 

Fete Plant Stall 
 

You are warmly invited to a planting day on Sunday 25 March 2018 
Time: 2pm to 4pm 

Address: 38 Andrew Street, Northcote 

Contact Meg: 0418294596 

Tasks: Planting daisies, geraniums, lavender and bagging potting mix 

BYO: Gloves and kids (big trampoline in the backyard) 

If you have any plants that you can grow from cuttings, please do so. If you need potting mix and or pots, please 

 contact us @ mmsiemensma@gmail.com 

mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
mailto:mmsiemensma@gmail.com
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  New on the Westgarth Primary School website 
 
 
 
 
 
We have recently added eSmart and KidsMatter pages to the school’s website. These page will include approaches for 
establishing and maintaining a healthy digital life; as well as tips, strategies and  
advice around student mental health. 

 

eSmart 
eSmart is a long-term change program designed to educate, track, monitor and 
prevent bullying and cyber bullying. Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/
eSmart to access the online resources. 
This fortnight: 
Eight tips for a healthy digital life as suggested by the Australian Psychological  
Society. 
 

KidsMatter 
Families are the biggest influence on children’s mental health and play a very  
important role in KidsMatter. Children benefit when the important people in their 
lives work together and have a shared understanding of their development and 
their needs. KidsMatter has developed a range of information sheets with  
parenting tips and strategies to help all Australian families support the wellbeing  
of their children. Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter 
 to access the information sheets. 
This fortnight: 
Watch the introductory YouTube clip to find out more about the KidsMatter  
initiative. 

Getting involved at Westgarth 

We invite parents and carers to be involved at Westgarth Primary School in a variety 
of ways such as helping out in the classroom, volunteering in the Stephanie  
Alexander Kitchen Garden program, Parents & friends and of course the annual 
Whopping Great Fete. 
 

Parents and carers can also be involved in school-based committees and working 
parties. We are currently seeking your involvement in the following which will meet 
once a term: 
Communications Working Party (new for 2018) 
KidsMatter committee (new for 2018) 
Spanish committee (new for 2018) 
Digital technologies/eSmart committee. 

 
We would also like to invite parents to join the following School Council subcommittee which typically meet twice a 
term: 

Education sub-committee 
Policy sub-committee 
Environment sub-committee 
Parents and Friends sub-committee. 
 
To register your interest in any of the above listed working parties, committees and/or sub committees, email the 

school at: westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au . 
 The first Education sub-committee meeting for 2018 is on Tuesday, 6 March at 

7:00pm in the staffroom (Brooke Street).  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
mailto:westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Diary Dates 2018 
Thurs 1 March    School Photos 
Thurs 8 March    Grade 1 Green Hat In-school Workshop 
Mon 12 March    Labour Day—Public Holiday 
Fri 16 - Wed 28 March   Swimming Years 3-6     
Mon 19—23 March   Chocolate Fundraiser  (Pop-up Shop) 
 
 
 
Meeting Dates 2018 
School Council Wed 28 February 7:00pm Staffroom 
Education  Tues 6 March 7:00pm Staffroom 
P&F (AGM) Thurs 15 March 7:30pm Staffroom 
 

 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 28 February 

2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps full time week  
beginning 12th March 

T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

Getting involved at Westgarth 

Optional Homework 
 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with parents and 
staff and informed by research. The new homework policy can be accessed by clicking on this link. 
 
Each fortnight, optional homework tasks will be uploaded to the school website.  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Homework 
 
Please note: These tasks do not need to be handed in to your child’s teacher for correction. 
 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Homework
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knife skills have been the main focus in the kitchen for the first sessions. Everyone has been involved in 
cutting a variety of summer fruit and vegetables which have provided varied shapes to cut safely and  
effectively. It all culminated in having a fruit picnic outside. 
 
I wonder whose fingers these are demonstrating the bear claw to cut the zucchini safely?  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Donations of  
Lemons  

Welcome!  

This fortnight’s recipe is Beans with Lemon and Toasted  
Sesame Seeds. Click here! 

Our second round of cooking has enabled us to enjoy lots of 
the bountiful produce from the summer garden including 
the beautiful strawberries, blueberries, beans and peppers. 
 

We used a simple sweet pikelet recipe and added our  
blueberries and garnished them with freshly picked  

strawberries. 

District Swimming  
We had 27 very excited Westgarth students competing in district swimming 

today. The competition is at Northcote Pool and our swimmers are up against 

local school students.  I will post the results next week.  Below is a list of all 

our competitors. 

 

 

 
AFL Northcote Cougar Clinics  
The Year 3s are lucky to be involved in an AFL clinic for one session on March 8 and one on March 15.  Some coaches 
from the club will be coming to our school to teach our students footy skills. Please make sure your child is wearing 
suitable clothing.   

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 
PE Teacher 

Isla W Mia L Xiomara A Stevie M Geordie B Oliver P Cassius A Will P Kiki F 

Emma D Phoebe H Georgia B Matilda H Josh D Harper W Jack MP Duncan M Emily P 

Odette M Sophie A Alanna S Leigh M Zac I Griffin L Raffy A Sophie S Zoe H 

Year 6 Interschool sport  
There have been changes to our fixture – please take note below. 
Friday 2nd March 
Away game against Thornbury Primary (cricket and softball played in the park opposite 
the school) 
Friday 9th March  
Away game against Bell Primary (cricket & softball played at Capp Reserve) 

2018 Sport  

Diary Dates  
Click here! 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
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TRIVA NIGHT a knockout  
Thank you to everyone who came along to the very successful Trivia Night on Saturday. It’s been a while 
since an event like this has been held on school grounds, and the general consensus is that it should become 
an annual event.  It was great to see some Prep tables. Sadly it was the old hands on the “We voted Yes” ta-
ble who won! Better luck next time everyone.  
 
An enormous thank you to the following: 
Jo, Carolyn and Donald, and School Council for supporting this event, and use the gym. It was wonderful to 
be able to use our own community space.  
Quiz Master Ian Campbell-Fraser, for such thorough preparation, and running the event with calm  
panache and impeccable style.  
Mers: for your incorruptible, cool calculating of scores. 
Mark Dinning, Stewart Dodson Andrew Belli, Sharlee Gibb and Matt Wilkinson: for organizing the drinks, 
standing all night, and bringing in the $$.  
Matt Rodd and Dan Tyrell for providing and setting up the sound gear and creating a rockin’ playlist. 
Michelle Wrench and Setup Crew: Thanks to everyone who came and helped set up.   
Thanks Lyndall Shelley for wrapping and decorating. 
 
A big thank you to the following businesses for donating prizes.  Guest’s Martial Arts, The Fermentary 
(thanks Sharon Flynn) www.fermentary.com, The Hub café, Red Door Café, Botanical Store, Il Melograno, 
Faceque Beauty, Phil’s Bakehouse, Westgarth Cinema, Sight ‘n’ Sound, KX Pilates, Chocolatier. Thanks to 
Matt Clare of Mono Design for graphic design. 
 
EASTER FUNDRAISER: orders due by 8 March 
Don’t forget to return your order before Thursday 8 March to stock up on delicious, ethical chocolates from 
Chocolatier. 
 
Parents & Friends AGM: Thurs 15 March, 7.30pm, Staff Room 
All invited. We have elected office bearers and general members. Basically you can be involved as much or as 
little you would like, but new brains and hands always welcome.  Any fundraising ideas / expertise especially 
welcome.  
 
 
Michelle, Nerida, Jen, Tanya, Emma 
westgarthpandf@gmail.co 
 
 

http://www.fermentary.com
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Wanted – House to Rent  
We are searching for a 2-3 bedroom house to lease in the 
local area or surrounds from mid-April for 4 to 6 months. 

If you, or you know anyone who, can help out please  
contact Felicity Stapleton (Jada 5A/H, Amie 5M, Heidi 2L/K) 

on 0414 501 499 

We have 4 free gorgeous 3 month old Isa Brown pullets to  
give away to a good home. Almost ready to lay eggs. 

Please contact Jutta 0437 950 464 

 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in 
touch and ask the questions you have always wanted to. 
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 

Email: info@keyassets.com.au 

Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au 

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 

Holiday House for Rent – Silverleaves, Phillip Island  

3 minutes’ walk to safe and secluded Silverleaves beach. 4  

bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms, 2 living areas, huge backyard. Less 

than 2 hours from Melbourne. Available weekends, long  

weekends and school holidays. Please contact Danni on  

0421 335 944 for an affordable family getaway. 

tel:0414%20501%20499
mailto:info@keyassets.com.au
http://www.keyassets.com.au/

