
13 March 2018, Issue  4 

From the Principal 
 

Buildings and Grounds Update 
As you will be aware from previous newsletters, we have had works happening on both sites due to the  
leaking roof creating a mould problem in two classrooms.  The works on the Brooke St site were identified 
and actioned last year and on return from the summer break we discovered the situation had worsened.   
The remediation work is coming to an end in that year one classroom.  A final air quality test was completed 
last week and once the sample has been assessed we hope to have the wall replastered and new carpet laid.   
We are hopeful that Vicky’s class will move back into their classroom at the beginning of next term. We are 
still awaiting the remediation works to begin on the Clarke St classroom.  Megan’s class have relocated to a 
portable and will remain there until the works are complete.  We do not have a current timeframe for those 
works.   
 

The playground on Brooke St had the soil scraped and removed for any pieces of cement sheeting then  
geo-matting and new soil added.  We are very disappointed in the quality of the works so I have contacted 
the contractor to secure a better outcome.  We are hoping to have another surface such as roll out grass 
placed over the top to reduce the dust and dirt while providing a nice play surface for the students.  We await 
approval for our request but I would like to reassure families that further works will be undertaken to 
improve the current situation.  One good note is that there have been no further reoccurrences of cement 
sheet pieces being found in the soil since the scraping of the surface in the two playground areas.   
 
We have commissioned some new recycled timber playground equipment 
for the Brooke St site to provide students with different play opportunities 
to enhance imaginary play. We are getting 5 huts, 2 market stalls and post 
office, boat and two mud kitchens.  We are expecting them to be delivered 
before the end of term.  This is a picture of one of the mud kitchens. 
 

 
 

 

Westgarth Primary School is becoming a Safe School.  We are joining the Safe 
School Coalition so we can help to foster a safe environment that is supportive and 
inclusive of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer students.   
Creating this environment is key to tackling bullying, discrimination and harassment 
at school, particularly arising from homophobia and transphobia.  Safe and inclusive 

schools benefit all students and are critical to students achieving their full potential. Students who don’t feel 
safe or included at school cannot learn effectively. Safe schools does not have a curriculum and the students 
will not be taught any specific skills or knowledge under this umbrella program.  It is about creating an 
environment of acceptance of diversity and a safe and inclusive environment for all of our students.   
For further information about safe schools see the DET website www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools.  
 
 

Jo Wheeler,  
Principal 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/safeschools
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We invite parents and carers to be involved at Westgarth Primary School in a variety of ways such as helping 
out in the classroom, volunteering in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program and of course the 
annual Whopping Great Fete. 
 
Parents and carers can also be involved in school-based committees and working parties. We are currently 
seeking your involvement in the following which will meet once a term: 
 Communications Working Party (new for 2018) 
 KidsMatter committee (new for 2018) 
 Spanish committee (new for 2018) 
 Digital technologies/eSmart committee. 
These committees and working parties will begin in term 2. We will be in contact with parents/carers who 
have expressed their interest in joining a committee/working party early next term.  
 
We would also like to invite parents to join the following School Council subcommittee which typically meet 
twice a term: 
 Education sub-committee 
 Policy sub-committee 
 Environment sub-committee 
 Parents and Friends sub-committee 
 OSCH sub-committee 
 
To register your interest in any of the above listed working parties, committees and/or sub committees, 
email the school at: westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Do you have a valid health care or concession card? 
 

Then you may be eligible for DET funding of $125 per child to assist with camps,  
excursions and swimming costs. 

 

To apply, please complete the CSEF application form at the office with a copy of your  
concession card.  

 
Or alternatively, speak with Nella who will be able to assist you with any  

questions you may have.  

mailto:westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Clear communication is an essential feature of an effective partnership between the 
school and families. By working together, we can help each student to achieve their 
potential and to resolve any issues or concerns that may arise from time to time.  
At Westgarth, we invite parents and carers to meet with class teachers to discuss 
issues or concerns – or simply just to introduce yourself or to ‘touch base’  
throughout the year. While most teachers may be available before school they are 
typically getting ready for your child’s class. Therefore, we suggest the following  
options for communicating about non-urgent matters:  

* Making an appointment, at a mutually convenient time, to meet after school 
* Leaving your telephone number with the office and details about when you are available for a follow 

up call 
* Emailing the school which will be forwarded to the class teacher/s. 

Your child’s teacher/s can be contacted by calling the school on 9481 5577 or by emailing the school at: 
westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optional Homework 

Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks. The optional homework tasks can 
be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks.  
 

 
As part of our commitment to the education of students at Westgarth  
Primary School, we are once again offering students in Years 4 - 6 the  
opportunity to participate in ‘Reaching for the stars’ – an after school  
extra-curricular extension and enrichment program. The 2018 programs are: 
 
 

 
 
Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/262/Reaching-for-the-stars to find out more about ‘Reaching for 
the stars’ including program description and to access an enrolment form. 
In 2018, students will be selected for programs via a ‘lucky dip’ of all submitted ‘Expression of enrolment’ 
forms. It is therefore important that ALL ‘Expression of enrolment’ forms are returned to the school 
office by 9:00 am on Monday, 19 March.  

This fortnight:   
The Australian Parenting website suggest that it 
is worth thinking about how the photos and  
information you post contribute to your child’s 
digital footprint. Visit  
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart 
to access eSmart resources designed to educate, 
track, monitor and prevent cyber bullying and to 
create responsible users of technology.  

This fortnight: 
The Victorian Department of Education and  
Training has suggestions what parents and carers 
can do to help their children to become more  
resilient and to navigate through the ups and 
downs of daily life. Visit  
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter 
to access KidsMatter resources that support  
student wellbeing and mental health. 

1. Senior band (New)   4. Everyday Spanish (New)  7. Yoga 
2. Sewing society  5. STEM club (Coding) 
3. Wildlife at Westgarth 6. Movie Makers (New) 

mailto:westgarth.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/262/Reaching-for-the-stars
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter


Diary Dates 2018 
Fri 16 March    Hot Cross Bun Day  
Fri 16 - Wed 28 March   Swimming Years 3-6     
Mon 19—23 March   Chocolate Fundraiser  (Pop-up Shop) 
Wed 21 March    Westgarth Dad’s Night 
Thurs 29 March    Last day of Term 1,  
      Students dismissed at 2:30pm  
 
 
Meeting Dates 2018 
Finance Tues 14 March 8:30am Jo’s Office 
OSHC Tues 14 March 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
P&F (AGM) Thurs 15 March 7:30pm Staffroom 
Environment Mon 19 March 5:00pm Jo’s Office 
Policy Fri 23 March 8:30am Jo’s Office 
School Council Wed 28 March 7:00pm Staffroom 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 28 March 

2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 

Preps full time this week 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

Hot Cross Bun Day—Friday 16 March 
 

The buns will cost $2.00 each and students may choose from  
traditional fruit, plain fruit free or apple and cinnamon bun  
(while stocks last).  
 
Students will have the opportunity to purchase the buns themselves  
for recess time.  

 
Unfortunately, a gluten free option is  

not available. 
 

Please note: We are unable to provide 
students with a bun who  

do not bring money on the day. 

Forms / School  
Notices 

 
Where applicable, forms 

and notices will be  
available on the school 

website for families. 

2019 Prep Enrolments 

Enrolments for siblings are now due.  
Forms are available for collection from the office. 

 
Please contact Nella on 9481 5577 for further  

information. 

Parent Payments 
Click here to access a Parent Payment form.  

Please contact Susan on 9481 5577 for payment enquires.  
 

Building fund receipts will be mailed home for taxation purposes.  

Receipts for payments made through the Qkr! App can be retrieved 

directly from this app.  

All other receipts can be collected from the school office.  

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2018_parent_payment_.pdf
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National Ride2School Day 
 

Friday 23 March is National Ride2School Day 2018! Every year at Westgarth, we  
encourage kids to ride, scoot, skate or roll to school to celebrate active travel. We are 
still trying to beat our record of 72% participation for the school (i.e. 72% of kids use 
active transport to get to school that day).  
 

If you want to ‘dress-up’ your bike or ‘make-over’ your helmet then go right ahead!  
Don’t forget, ‘part way is OK’, which means that you could drive some of the way (with 
the bikes/scooters/skateboards/etc. in the car), then ride the last bit- it all counts! 
Hope to see you rolling to school on Friday 23rd! 
 

P.S Here’s a funny bike picture. Print it out, draw 
your own funny heads on it give it to the year 6s at 
the gate on Ride2School Day and you’ll win a 
sticker!!! 

Andy Ashton—Grade 5 Teacher 

 

Spanish News  
On Wednesday March 14, DET are coming to film 

our Spanish Program, to show case the great job we 

are all doing together. If you have received a  

permission form for your child to be filmed, please 

ensure you return by tomorrow.  
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Many students have been harvesting our bountiful corn crop over the last few 
weeks. Altogether the garden has produce over 80 ears of corn. The remaining 
stalks are chopped for the compost, and we retrieved some of the leaves to 
make these corn scarecrows (corn dollies). A practice that originates in North 
and South America.  

 
 
Students from 3/4 Brenda used the tops of  
pineapples recently used in kitchen classes, to attempt propagation of new plants.  
Pineapples are traditionally grown in the tropics, but with the use of our new  
greenhouse, we are hoping to grow pineapple plants, and if we are 
lucky we may even see them flower and produce fruit.  
 
 
 

We have been harvesting tomatoes, leeks, corn, beetroot, beans and horseradish. Students 
have been estimating and then recording actual number and weight of the produce. Bountiful 
produce – this is what 2.5 kg of beans and 35 leeks looks like. This harvest of beans is called the 
“second flush” as this is the second harvest from this crop.  
 

This fortnight’s recipe is Baked Zucchini 
with Garlic and Parmesan . Click here! 

Division Swimming  

We had 14 talented swimmers show us their best at the  

division swimming carnival last week. We had lots of parents 

and grandparents there to cheer us on. Thanks to Jutta, Liz 

and Melinda who helped me walk the students to and from the pool. Congratulations to 

all those that swam (please see below).  The next stage is the Northern Metropolitan  

Region Finals.  This event is being held on Wednesday 14 March.  Good luck to those that 

are competing! 

 

 

AFL Northcote Cougar Clinics Grade 2s & Grade 3s 

The grade 3s are lucky to be involved in an AFL clinic for one session on March 8 and one 

on March 15.  Some coaches from the club will be coming to our school to teach our  

students footy skills. The grade 2s will have 2 AFL clinics run by Cougars and AFL on March 

22 and March 29. Please make sure your child is wearing suitable clothing.   

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

        Donations of Lemons &  

Wicker Baskets Welcome! 

Leigh M Emma D Geordie B Phoebe H Cassius A Will P Kiki F 

Georgia B Matilda H Josh D Harper W Jack MP Duncan M Sophie A 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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Westgarth Dads & Such 

Gents,  

Having trouble finding time for exercise? We can help you work on that! Put down that  

remote, get off the sofa, don your tightest fitting active wear and come on down to the 

Westgarth Dads & Such Biennial Group Fitness Night.   

 

Where: Thornbury Bowls Club 

When: Wednesday 21 March 7:00-10:00 PM 

Cost:  $12 

The venue will need an idea of numbers so please RSVP to:  

westgarthdadsandsuch@gmail.com   

 

Now we're aware that when it comes to thoroughly reading the newsletter, the dads and 

such of Westgarth are not the most represented demographic. So please let your partner  

know about this event. Dads and such of preppies and those that are new to the school 

are highly encouraged to attend as its a great way to meet others in a friendly and  

inclusive setting.   

Drop us a line if you have any questions (e.g. one Q that has already become a FAQ : do I 

have to wear tight fitting active wear? A: up to you) 

 

Hope to see you there. 

Westgarth Dads & Such 

GIRL GUIDES in 2018   Friendship, fun, challenge and achievement!  
 
Girl Guides is a volunteer-run not-for-profit youth organisation that aims to  
empower girls and young women to grow into confident, self-respecting, responsible 
community members. We do this through our unique non-formal education  
programs – fun, games, experiences, under the care of trained volunteer Guide 
Leaders. Yarra City District Girl Guides meet weekly during school terms - Junior 
Guides ages 7-10 (Mark St. Hall North Fitzroy, Wednesday  6.30-8PM), Girl Guides 
ages 10-14 (Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms North Fitzroy, Tuesday 7-9PM), 
and Senior Guides ages 14-17 (Edinburgh Gardens Community Rooms North Fitzroy, 
alternate Mondays 7-9PM).  

Our units are open to girls and their parents to visit– come and see how you like it. 
Adult volunteer enquiries are also welcome.  

 

Find us online at www.guidesvic.org.au or email  
yarra@guidesvic.org.au. 

mailto:westgarthdadsandsuch@gmail.com
http://www.guidesvic.org.au
mailto:yarra@guidesvic.org.au
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Fitzroy City Soccer Club 
 

We’re looking for players for the  
2018 season. 
Located at Fairfield Park, we are fielding  
junior teams from under 8 to under 15, 
but have vacancies from u9 to u12. 
Fitzroy City Soccer club is a community 
based club with an emphasis on fun and  
sportsmanship. 
Find us on Facebook at Fitzroy City  
Soccer Club, or email  
fitzroycitysc@gmail.com or call/email 
David Roche on 0400 081 167 
or davidkroche@yahoo.com  
if your child is interested in playing the 
world game in 2018! 

FIZZY KIDS! The Birthday  
Extravaganza 

By Isabel Angus & Friends 
 

Melbourne Town Hall -  
Backstage Room  

4-11 April (excl. Mon 9th)  
at 1.15pm  

https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/
shows/fizzy-kids  

 

An enjoyably silly and interactive 
comedy for kids on this April 

school holidays.  

Wanted – House to Rent  

We are searching for a 2-3  
bedroom house to lease in the 
local area or surrounds from  
mid-April for 4 to 6 months. 
 
If you, or you know anyone who, 
can help out please contact  
Felicity Stapleton (Jada 5A/H, 
Amie 5M, Heidi 2L/K) on  
0414 501 499 

mailto:fitzroycitysc@gmail.com
mailto:davidkroche@yahoo.com
https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/shows/fizzy-kids
https://www.comedyfestival.com.au/2018/shows/fizzy-kids
tel:0414%20501%20499

