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VISITORS 
Today we welcomed the newly elected Federal member for Batman, Ged 
Kearney and the Deputy Leader of the ALP Tanya Plibersek.  They had a tour 
of the school lead by our articulate and enthusiastic school captains, visiting 
the prep classrooms, the SAKGP and the Art room.  Tanya engaged the preps 
who were learning about the letter ‘i’ and the sounds it makes, telling them 
about her experiences with the iguanas on the Galapagos Islands.   
The year 4 students taught them how to cure olives and they enjoyed a small 
bowl of soup while touring the SAKGP. Ged discussed her concerns about 

schools in affluent 
areas having  
reduced funding 
due to the value of 
property in the 
area rather than 
need. Tanya then 
spoke about the 
Gonski funds and 
that our school 
has lost $360 000 funds under the cut to the Gonski reforms 
by the current federal government.  
 
 

STUDENT LEADERS 
Every year we have a number of year six students nominate for leadership roles in the school.  These positions include 
school, house, library and arts captains.  We also have a Junior School Council which has representatives from years  
3 – 6.  This year our student leaders are: 
School Captains:   Remy C-C, Jacqui B, Mia K, Harper W 
Library Captains:   Daniel F, Evie T, Jack D, Scarlett T 
Arts Captains:   Estella J, Tom W, Harriet F, Odette M 
 
House Captains: 
Gerrard Captains:   Thomas B C, Percy N (co-captains) & Matilda T 
Vice captains:   Sophie A 
 

Rucker Captains:   Matthew L& Eloise K 
Vice captains:   Mia W & Max W 
 

Walker Captains:   Zoe H& Leigh M 
Vice captains:   Maggie J & Orson D-Y 
 

Urquhart Captains:  Sebastian P-S & Emily P 
Vice captains:   Rosie H & Nicholas F 
 
Junior School Council:  Sarah C (yr 6), Jefferson H(yr 6), Duncan M (yr5), Jada S (yr5), Tommy H  (yr4), Jess S (yr4), 
Georgia B  (yr3),  Benji A (yr3), 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS/REPORTS 
Parent teacher interviews will be held on Thursday 28 June.  This will be a pupil free day.  Reports will be sent home on 
Friday 22 June and the interviews will be an opportunity for parents to discuss the reports and any other issues related 
to their child.  I would like to remind parents that they do not have to wait for a formal interview to talk to teachers.  
 If you have a concern please telephone the school to make an appointment with a teacher or drop into see them to 
make a mutually convenient time.   
 

HATS 
Education department policy is that students wear a sunsmart hat until May 1.  Having watched Australian story last 
night I discovered that melanoma is the form of cancer that kills the largest number of young adults, therefore it is  
essential we get our students get into and maintain sunsmart habits all the way through their lives. 
 

ANZAC BADGES 
We are selling ANZAC badges again this year to support our veterans and their families in times of need. Badges range 

from $1 - $5 and pens are $5.  If you would like your child to purchase one, send money with them and the year six 

students will come around to the classrooms, alternatively you can buy them at the school office.   

 

PLAYGROUND 
As you may be aware from the newsletter last term, we have a number of new pieces of playground equipment on 
Brooke St.  The market stalls and mud kitchens are very popular and we await the arrival of some huts and a boat in 
the coming weeks.   
 

YEAR 1 VICKY 
We are very pleased that year 1 Vicky are back in their classroom having remediated all of the mould. We thank  
everyone involved for their patience and understanding.  We still await the completion of the remediation of the 
mould in 5 Megan’s actual classroom, however as the works proceed more issues seem to arise. We will keep you  
updated.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Both student absence and lateness are still a concern.  
If your child is ill please inform the school via Flexibuzz 
or phone on the day of each absence.  Please use the 
many weeks of holiday times to enjoy special times  
together rather than taking time off during school 
terms.  While family holidays can be educational,  
depending on the travel involved, please consider the 
impact the absences has on their learning continuum 
and social relationships.   
 
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  
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Student tracking 
Beginning this term, all students in Years 1 – 6 will increasingly assume responsibility for 
setting learning goals in English and mathematics and also for the monitoring or tracking 
those goals. Prep students will be supported to do this in term 3. 
Students will use tracking sheets to: 
 identify what they can already do, say, make and write/record 
 pinpoint what they still need to do, say, make and write/record in order to make 

progress 
 become independent learners as they self-monitor and self-assess their work. 
 
The tracking sheets are based on the content descriptions of the Victorian Curriculum. We  
encourage you to talk to you child about this work and how they are progressing. 
 
  
2018 Attitude to School Survey 
We want our students to tell us what they think!  
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality 
instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what students in Years 4 - 6 think of our 
school. To find out more about the Department of Education and Training’s Attitudes to 
School survey, visit:  
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/263/Attitudes-to-School-survey  
 
 
 
NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2018 for Years 3, 5, 7 
and 9 students will be held on 15 – 17 May. NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and 
skills in Writing, Reading, Language conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
Numeracy. 
 
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. However, students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by 
their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If, after 
consultation, you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. These forms are available 
at the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information about NAPLAN, visit: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/264/Assessment-and-reporting 

 
 
English and mathematics resources 
Did you know Westgarth Primary School’s website provides parents and carers with  
access to resources that support the development of students’ knowledge and practising of 
skills in English and mathematics!  
We encourage you to spend some time exploring these free online resources which will be 
added to progressively over time. 

Date NAPLAN test Start time Time allowed 

Tuesday, 15 May Language conventions 9:15 am 40 mins (Year 3) 
40 mins (Year 5) 

Writing 11:15 am 40 mins (Year 3) 
40 mins (Year 5) 

Wednesday, 16 May Reading 9:15 am 45 mins (Year 3) 
50 mins (Year 5) 

Thursday, 17 May Numeracy 9:15 am 45 mins (Year 3) 
50 mins (Year 5) 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/263/Attitudes-to-School-survey
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/264/Assessment-and-reporting
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/183/English
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/171/Mathematics
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Extra-curricular programs: Reaching  
for the stars 

 

One hundred and six students are participating in this year’s 
Reaching for the stars program. Reaching for the stars is an 
after school extension and enrichment program for students 
in Years 4 – 6. This year’s programs are: 

Senior band 
STEM club (Coding) 
Movie makers 
Sewing Society 
Wildlife at Westgarth. 

 
Sewing society: Helper needed! 
Aimee Murphy is seeking a parent/carer to help on Monday afternoons (3:45 – 4:30 pm) in terms 2 and 3 
with threading machines, setting up/packing up and offering students support with how to use equipment. 
Please contact the office if you are able to help. 
 
Wildlife at Westgarth: Places still available 
Students will go bird watching, grow and look after their own plants, build habitats, produce plant and  
animal art, and discover land and water bugs as well as Westgarth's night creatures. Please contact the office 
if your child would like to secure a place in this program which begins Wednesday, 2 May. 
 

  
Optional Homework 

Optional homework tasks 
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with parents and 
staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with the choice of students  
completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 
This fortnight:   
Did you know that you can temporarily restrict 
an iPad, iPhone or iPod to a specific app? This 
is called Guided Access and is particularly  
useful in setting tasks for your child without the 
concern of them detouring onto web-based  
services or non-educational games.  
Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/
eSmart to access eSmart resources designed to 
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  
technology.  

 

 
 

This fortnight: 
Through their daily contact with parents, carers,  
family members, school staff, as well as with their 
peers, children learn about the social world and about 
the rules, practices and values that support it. By  
actively participating in these relationships, children 
also affect the ways that adults and their peers relate 
to them. 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter 
to access KidsMatter resources that support student 
wellbeing and mental health. 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter


Diary Dates 2018 
Wed 18 April    Spanish committee 7:00pm Staffroom 
Mon 14 May    KidsMatter committee 6:00pm Staffroom 
Wed 16 May    Digital technologies/eSmart committee 
      7:00pm Staffroom 
Thurs 28 June*    Parent Teacher Interviews 
      *Pupil free day* 
 
 
Meeting Dates 2018 
Education Tues 17 April 7:00pm Staffroom 
Annual General Meeting Wed 2 May 7:00pm WEB Building 
School Council Wed 23 May 7:00pm Staffroom 
Policy Fri 11 May 8:00am Jo’s Office 
Enviroment  Tues 15 May 5:00pm Jo’s Office 
Finance  Wed 16 May 8:30am Jo’s Office 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 May  

2018 Term Dates 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fete Planting Day  
Save The Date - Sunday 20 May 2pm to 4pm 
 

Venue to be confirmed. 
Please RSVP to Meg via email mmsiemensma@gmail.com  
or sms 0418 294 596 
 

BYO: Gloves and kids. If you have any plants that you can grow  
from cuttings, please bring them along.  
Contact Meg if you need potting mix and / or pots.  

mailto:mmsiemensma@gmail.com
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State swimming  
Good luck to Harper who will be swimming in the State Finals at MSAC tomorrow!  
 
Cross country trials 
All grade 4-6s will be running in a time trial on Tuesday 1 May. Students will be running laps of the school to 
achieve a personal best.  Students who have turned 10 or under this year are required to run 2kms and  
older students will run 3kms. Once I have collated all of the times I’ll publish the Westgarth Cross Country 
team who will represent the school at a district competition on the 22 May. Good luck! 
 
Carlton Football Club Visit 
The grade 5/6s were very lucky to meet five Carlton 
footballers for a Q&A session at the end of last 
term.  Our students asked fabulous questions like: 

* What do you think of the AFLW? 
* Do you have any pets? 
* What do you do the day of a night game? 
* What injuries have you had? 

The players were Jack Silvagni, Patrick Cripps,  

Harrison Macreadie, Andrew Phillips & Jesse  

Glass-McCasker. 

Click here for Term 2 Winter  

Interschool Sports Grade 6 Students!  

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
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   DATES FOR TERM 2, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 26 April @7.30pm            P and F Meeting, Staff Room 
Wednesday 2 May                   FURS stall, prior to WPS AGM meeting 
Friday 4 May from 4.30pm Bat Talk and Viewing, Bellbird Picnic Area, Yarra Bend Park 
 
Parents and Friends AGM held on 15 March 2018: Report Summary  
In 2017 we have achieved some great financial results, while continuing to support a strong culture of parent  
involvement and community spirit.  
 
The total raised in 2017 from all parent-led fundraising was $162,587 (insert round of applause!) This was very similar to 
2016 total of $159,287. When broken down to an amount per student, the 2017 result was $251 per student. Special 
thanks goes to Jellis Craig for their donation of an auction, Julia Kelly for coordinating the Fete, Caroline and Jonny 
Clow for organising Westgarth Idol, and Annette Williams for the Chocolatier Fundraiser. 
 
Not all of our events are intended to raise buckets of money, and in 2017 we continued with the tradition of discos,  
special food days, Special Person’s Days, FURS stalls, park visits and some science events. We encourage anyone 
with ideas that will assist community building, and in 2017 we saw some Dads initiate some social events. Go Dads!  
 
We renewed our Constitution, to replace the expired one, and updated our procedures. Going forward we will meet 
twice a term with a quorum of six.  
 
Office bearers for 2018  
President: Michelle Wrench 
Vice-President: Nerida Weller 
Treasurer: Fiona Glenn 
Secretary: Tanya Elliot 
 
P and F Meeting Thursday 26 April 7.30pm, Staff Room 
Meet in the staff room for a quick meeting about this term’s calendar. All welcome. 
Agenda: Stall and Events in 2018 
We have decided not to continue with the Mothers/Fathers/Special Persons Day Stalls on the advice of school  
leadership.  However we are happy to support ideas for any new stalls or events. One possibility is a stall or event for 
World Environment Day on 5 June. If you have a passion for the environment and would like to lead a stall/
event please contact us at westgarthpandf@gmail.com or come along to the meeting. 
 
FURS - Westgarth Primary School's uniform recycling service 
The first FURS event will run prior to the WPS AGM on Wednesday 2 May. 
We are expanding!  There will be lots more opportunities to access this fantastic sustainable service this year, please 
keep an eye on the newsletter and Flexibuzz for upcoming dates. De-clutter and donate your old uniforms! Drop off 
your old uniform items anytime during the week at the school office or evenings/weekends at 100 Thomson Street, 
Northcote. (If no-one is in, please leave on the porch.)  Help! Does anyone have a portable clothes rail that the 
FURS team can use?  Please contact sashalbradbury@gmail.com 
 
Flying Fox Wetland Walk with Talk – Friday 4 May from 4.30pm-6.30pm 
WPS Families are invited to meet at the Bellbird Picnic Area in Yarra Bend Park, hear about 
the grey-headed flying foxes from Parks Victoria then go on the walk to the lookout (about 
500m) where you will see literally hundreds of bats lift off close to sunset (around 5.30pm).  
A fantastic opportunity, be there! 
 
School Trivia Night - 
A total of $5186.00 was made from the night. A very big thank you to all who attended on the night.  
 
Please contact Emma Savage at emma@emmasavage.com if have a passion to share or you’d like to be involved in 
Science Club in 2018. 

Michelle, Nerida, Fiona, Tanya 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com      

mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=100+Thomson+Street,+Northcote&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=100+Thomson+Street,+Northcote&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:sashalbradbury@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bellbird+Park/@-37.7971113,145.0171734,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643bcf97ae943:0x82ba1051b8c55450!8m2!3d-37.7971113!4d145.0193621
mailto:emma@emmasavage.com
mailto:westgarthpandf@gmail.com
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Swimming Teachers 
Required! 

 
Contact Sandra Torcasio at 
Northcote Aquatic centre for 

more information.  


