
1 May 2018, Issue  7 

From the Principal - Jo Wheeler 
Annual General Meeting - Wednesday 2 May, 7pm WEB 
This Wednesday we will be presenting the 2017 Annual Report to the school community.  We will look at the 
results from 2017, the work we have been doing on curriculum planning, assessment and student tracking. 
We will then look at the results and recommendations from the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program 
review.  The AGM will be held in the WEB at 7pm.  All parents and carers are welcome to attend.   
 

Hispanic week 
Our choir and year one students started our Hispanic Week by singing songs they have learnt in Spanish music 
and choir.  All the students will participate in a variety of activities throughout the week, including visiting  
performers.  I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of our Spanish Languages teachers and our 
newly formed Spanish committee.  There are lots of wonderful resources and information about our Spanish 
program via our website that I would encourage you to have a look at.   
 

Asbestos auditing and labelling in schools – text for school communications channels (optional) 
On Monday we were audited for asbestos-containing material as a part of the Victorian Government’s goal of 
making all government schools safe environments for students, staff and the wider community. 
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2017 include specific duties relating to identifying asbestos in 
workplaces and indicating its location with clear signage. Once identified, asbestos-containing material must 
be labelled and recorded in the school’s asbestos register. 
Labels are placed in the school reception and at the entrances to buildings with identified asbestos-containing 
material, reminding people to contact reception before undertaking any building works. 
Asbestos is considered safe unless damaged or disturbed. These warning labels will help our school manage 
potential risks and ensure we are compliant with the Victorian Occupational Health and Safety framework.  
Some FAQs on asbestos auditing and labelling in Victorian government schools are available via our website 
at 2018 asbestos audit and labelling. Please do not hesitate to contact Jo or Carolyn through the office if you 
have any questions, on 9481 5577. 
 

Chewing gum 
Just a reminder that chewing gum is banned from school.  Students are not to bring it to school at any time.  

Parent support with this would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Attendance 
During term one we had 1135.5 days or 5677.5 hours of missed teaching and learning time due to student 

absence.  We also had 334 late arrivals.  While we do not want to have sick children at school it is important 

to remember that we have a continuum of learning that we follow and when students are absent they miss 

important skills and knowledge.  I would like to remind parents of the importance of establishing attendance 

routines from prep, only missing school in times of illness.  If you need assistance with this, please speak to 

either Carolyn or Jo so we can put some supports in place to help your family.  Please see how every day 

counts via our website. 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

http://wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish
http://wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2018_asbestos_audit_and_labelling_faqs.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/218
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/218
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Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden (SAKG) – Program review 
In 2017, a working party made up of Westgarth staff and parents undertook an extensive review of the SAKG 
program in terms of curriculum provision, finances and volunteerism. The SAKG Working Party report and 
recommendations were presented to School and the Education sub-committee in 2018. 
 SAKG Working Party review (Full report) 
 SAKG Working Party review (Executive summary) 
 
The recommendations are: 
1. The school to build stronger curriculum links between classroom programs and the kitchen-garden.  
2. The school to begin the program at the start of Year 3 and conclude it at the end of Year 5.    
3. The school to increase financial transparency and education for parents and carers with regard to the  

actual cost of the program and its financial shortfalls.  
4. The finance sub-committee of School Council to review and address financial shortfalls. This may include 

consideration of:  
 Increasing voluntary contributions  
 Investment by parents and carers for students not currently in the program  
 Donations by parents and carers willing to financially support the program further.   
5. The finance sub-committee of School Council to investigate local and/or corporate partnership  

arrangements, in line with DET and school policies, to offset financial shortfalls.   
6. Kitchen-garden staff to continue to use the online volunteer management tool (Geddup) to maximise  

permanent and casual volunteering opportunities, and to extend the current pool of volunteers.  
7. The school to establish a ‘Friends of SAKG’ group who can:  
 Roster and source permanent and casual kitchen and garden volunteers within and beyond the school 

community  
 Organise routine working bees for the garden (e.g., on a monthly basis)  
 Coordinate the donation, in advance, of food items and other consumables (e.g., seeds) on a rotational 

basis  
 Source possible local and/or corporate partnership arrangements, in line with DET and school policies.   
 
Parents and carers are invited to hear a presentation of the working party’s findings and recommendations 
as part of the AGM in the WEB building at 7:00pm on Wednesday, 2 May. 
 
 

 

Extra-Curricular Activity 

Australian Mathematics Competition (AMC) 
Students in Years 3 – 6 are invited to register for the Australian 
Mathematics Competition (AMC) The AMC is for students of all 
standards. Students are asked to solve 30 problems in 60 
minutes. The problems are designed to test mathematical 
thinking. The competition will take place on Thursday, 9  
August. The competition fee is $6.50 – with registration and 
payment to be made no later than Thursday, 14 June.  
Information, registration and payment form. 

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/sakgwp_report_and_recommendations_for_school_council_final.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/sakgwp_report_and_recommendations_for_school_council_executive_summary.pdf
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2018__australian_mathematics_competition.pdf
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Optional Homework 

Optional homework tasks 
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 
This fortnight:  
While 13 is the minimum user age required by 

Facebook, some children below this age open 

an account. Television and newspaper reports 

have recently prompted some social media  

users to question who has access to their  

personal data.  

Find out who has access to your personal data. 
Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/
eSmart to access eSmart resources designed to 
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  
technology.  

 

 
 

This fortnight: 
Early childhood is when children begin developing 
their social and emotional skills, which influence  
children’s mental health and wellbeing, now and in 
the future. Children learn these skills through their 
important relationships including families, caregivers, 
peers and early childhood staff. 
 

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter 
to access KidsMatter resources that support student 
wellbeing and mental health. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A call out today for fans of French breads and sandwiches to take on the work of the baguettes food stall at the fete in October. 

Jenny, Eve and Lee are moving along from early starts at the Farmhouse. In an email, Jenny wrote: "We ’re not exactly sure 

how long it’s been going but we think Ully and Samone ran it for around 7 years and we had it for 2.   

"We sold more than 400 portions. We have detailed quantity sheets etc."  

Anyone with a knack for low cost or no cost food sourcing, this is a job for you. Like Sunday morning sport, it's all in fun.  

"It’s quite a social morning for the volunteers," said Jenny. 

The Whopping Great Fete this year is Sunday, 21 October 2018. Second weekend of the final term.  

Contact 

ianrogers717@gmail.com 

0409 716 442 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com


Diary Dates 2018 
Wed 2 May     Prep, Year 1 & 2—Spanish Puppet Show 
      Year 3—6 Spanish Andes Music Performance 
Tues 8 May     Year 6 (Tessa & Madeline) City Excursion  
      Year 1 & 2 Swimming Program commences 
Mon 14 May    KidsMatter committee 6:00pm Staffroom 
Wed 16 May    Digital technologies/eSmart committee 7:00pm 
Staffroom 
Thurs 24 May    School Open Morning  9 - 10:30am 
Thurs 28 June*    Parent Teacher Interviews 
      *Pupil free day* 
 
 
 

Meeting Dates 2018  
Annual General Meeting Wed 2 May 7:00pm WEB Building 
Policy Fri 11 May 8:00am Jo’s Office 
Environment  Tues 15 May 8:00am Jo’s Office 
Finance  Wed 16 May 8:30am Jo’s Office 
OSHC Wed 16 May 2:00pm Carolyn’s Office 
School Council Wed 23 May 7:00pm Staffroom 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 May  

2018 Term Dates 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

 

Westgarth Primary School  
Open Morning  

Thursday 24 May 

9am-10:30am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 5 Table tennis clinics  

The grade 5s will be participating in a 5 week table tennis program due to start on 11 May. 

The equipment and a coach have been funded through the government’s Sporting 

Schools program.   

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

For Term 2 Winter  

Interschool Sports 

Grade 6 Students!  

http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

Our menus in the kitchen are of course inspired by our abundant harvest. Last week however, we had the added  
inspiration of ANZAC day.  It is unusual for two countries who fought each other all those years ago to remember their 
soldiers together. Thus, to acknowledge that, the menu has Australian and Turkish elements. 
 

Red Dahl with Westgarth onions, peppers and greens 
Rosemary Damper (substitute rosemary for the wattle seed on the recipe) - See the recipe via our website! 
Turkish Salad with Pomegranate dressing  
ANZAC biscuits  
 

Pulses would be a very common food included for soldiers today, since they provide good protein for hard working 
soldiers.  
The herb Rosemary with its strong aroma has been commonly associated with remembering and remembrance since 
ancient times. Coincidently the Gallipoli peninsula is scattered with wild rosemary.  
Rosemary combines beautifully with damper. 
Anzacs, originally known as soldier’s biscuits were a reminder for the children of the contribution and connection  
families at home were able to make with their soldier sons.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
GARDEN NEWS 
The past few weeks have seen a flurry of activity in the garden. Our summer crops have reached the end of their  
lifecycle and students have been removing these old plants and completing one of our regular activities “Chop and 
Chat”. This activity requires spent plants to be removed from garden beds and chopped up for addition to our compost 

heaps. One favorite activity for many students is using the  
hammers to pound the tough woody stems of the plants. The 
“Chat” element is the wonderful byproduct of doing this task, 
small groups of students work with a volunteer or teacher and 
many stories and conversation ensues – even songs and 
rhymes! 
 

Before the “Chop and Chat” comes the harvest. We have had a  
wonderful harvest this year, largely due to our highly  
productive soil in our new garden and also aided enormously by 
our generous team of volunteer waterers who were hard at 
work over the summer and also recent Term 1 school holidays. 
We have had a bumper crop of zucchini, pumpkins, corn, beans 
and tomatillo. Also a good crop of peppers, silver beet,  
cucumbers, tomatoes and eggplant. We are now starting to  

harvest our Jerusalem Artichokes, which means lots of fun digging in the ground and then the inevitable scrubbing all 
the dirt from the nooks and crannies of each tuber.  
 

Next time, I’ll report on the wonderful experiments that grade 6 students have been undertaking with their very own 
garden beds. Each grade has been given responsibility from “planning to plate”.  
 

See you in the garden,  
Virginia.  

Two enthusiastic cooks, Emma and Jutta 

We have a whole basket of beautiful pomegranates for 
our Turkish salads and later dishes. We may even make 
out own molasses as a group did last year with Ben a 
community chef volunteer.  

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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Wednesday 2 May                    FURS stall, prior to WPS AGM meeting 
Friday 4 May from 4.30pm  Bat Talk and Viewing, Bellbird Picnic Area, Yarra Bend Park 
Saturday 26 May from 2:00pm Pre-loved Bookshop & Café—WPS school gym on Clarke St 
 
FURS - Westgarth Primary School's uniform recycling service 
The first FURS event will run prior to the WPS AGM on Wednesday 2 May 6:30-7pm  
(WEB building) 
Come along and collect uniforms for use or as spares.  
De-clutter and donate your old uniforms now to the school office, or drop off anytime at  
100 Thomson Street, Northcote. Contact: sashalbradbury@gmail.com 
 
Flying Fox Wetland Walk with Talk – Friday 4 May from 4.30pm-6.30pm 
WPS Families are invited to meet at the Bellbird Picnic Area in Yarra Bend Park, hear about the 
grey-headed flying foxes from Parks Victoria then go on the walk to the lookout (about 500m) where 
you will see literally hundreds of bats lift off close to sunset (around 5.30pm). A fantastic opportunity, 
be there! 
 
Pre-loved Bookshop & Café —Saturday 26 May 2pm-5pm (WPS school gym on Clarke St) 
Have you been thinking about a book clean out at your house.. Now is the time! 
We are collecting pre-loved books of all shapes and sizes for our upcoming pre-loved bookshop, a 
new school fundraiser. Please drop kids or adults books of any genre to the school office foyer that 
are in good condition and can be pre-loved by another family.    

Westgarth Idol will be held at The Thornbury Theatre on  

Saturday 2nd June at 6.30pm. 

Tickets on sale from 9am Tuesday 1st May! 
Tickets for Westgarth Idol are available to purchase online using this link  
https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY.  
This eliminates the mad stampede that was the one-hour school ticket sale in the freezing cold, and instead 
allows you to book from the warmth of your home at a time suitable to you. This year the tickets are $50. 
This includes $20 worth of tokens (for voting) which you will receive on the night. And due to demand, you 
will also be able to buy extra tokens online too when purchasing a ticket. Tokens can be collected upon entry 
on the evening. All profits from Idol are donated to Westgarth Primary School. Last year we donated over 
$15,500 and this year we hope to do the same.  
Seating  
Due to the increasing popularity of Idol, the table situation is out of control. The tables are taking up a lot of 
room…actually, all of the room! We understand that some of you want to sit, while others want to stand. So, 
this year we will have seating around the dance floor and on the balcony. For those who arrive early, you can 
grab a table or seat anywhere, but you won’t be able to reserve a table beforehand. To acknowledge those 
who want to stand, support & dance, the dancefloor area will be open all night. 
 
Cheers,  
Caroline and Jonny Clow. 

mailto:sashalbradbury@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bellbird+Park/@-37.7971113,145.0171734,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643bcf97ae943:0x82ba1051b8c55450!8m2!3d-37.7971113!4d145.0193621
https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Golden Gear STEAM LAB  
Winter school holiday  

program 
Adventures in art & technology for ages 7-12 

Dance & soccer robots Game design Coding with 
Scratch Electronic crafts! 

Mon July 9th - Fri July 13th 9.30am - 3.30pm  
@ Westgarth Primary School, Clarke St campus 

www.goldengearrobotics.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics/ 

http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/holiday-program
https://www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics/

