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From the Principal 
 

Curriculum Pupil Free Days 
The Department of Education and Training provides schools with four pupil free days each year for staff  
professional development and reporting.  So far, this year we had January 30 for preparation and this term 
we have two days coming up.  Thursday June 8 will be a pupil free day for staff to have a variety of  
professional development offerings. Teachers and Education Support staff will be involved in either leadership 
development, first aid or developing statements of learning so that students can track their own learning. 
Curriculum Day care is available so please book in through the OSHC booking process.  Thursday June 29 will 
be parent/teacher interviews.  Again, this is a pupil free day with interviews running from 11am on that day.  
More information will be forthcoming closer to the date.  The final pupil free day is the Monday November 6, 
the day before Melbourne Cup Day.  
 
Building Works Fund 
We are very excited to have moved into our new music room and science rooms on Clarke St.   

The refurbishment of the old kinder on Clarke St was made possible from the wonderful donations to our  

Tax Deduction Building Fund from the generous Westgarth families and the money raised through the many 

school fundraising events including the fete.  We would like to thank you all for your support in raising these 

funds.  Your children’s education is benefitting from these developments.  We are hoping to finalise and order 

the new playground equipment for the Clarke St site after school council tonight and it is anticipated the new 

playground will be installed just after the July holidays, with groundwork preparations completed in the  

holidays.    We are excited to be finally opening the outside toilets on Brooke St today.  We have had a hold 

up in the opening of the outside toilets on Brooke St due to some roofing issues. 

 

 

 

 

 
This year, Westgarth Primary School is taking part in National Simultaneous Storytime.  
As the name suggests, everyone is encouraged to share with their class the selected text for this year,  
The Cow Tripped Over the Moon, written by one of our own parents, Tony Wilson.  
The aim of NSS is to encourage all children to read and share books so during the day students will be  
listening to and discussing the themes and ideas explored in the selected text. Tony will also be in the office 
foyer after school on the day, to showcase some of the books he has written as well as sign copies of,  
The Cow Tripped Over the Moon.  Happy reading everyone!  Dorothy (4AD) 
 
Regards, 
Jo Wheeler 
Principal 



 
Diary Dates 2017 
Wed 17 May  P & F Gr 3 - 5 Disco  
Fri 26 May   Gr 6 Graduation Photos 9am 
Sat 3 Jun   Westgarth Idol 
Mon 5 - 7 Jun  Gr 6 Camp 
Thurs 8 Jun   Curriculum day* 
Thurs 29 Jun   Parent/Teacher Interviews - Pupil Free Day 
Tues 29 - 31 Aug  Westgarth Musical 
Sun 22nd October   Whopping Great Fete 10am-4pm 
Mon 6 Nov   Curriculum day* 
Thurs 14 Dec  Year 6 Graduation 
 

 
Meetings 2017 
School Council  Wednesday 17 May 7.00pm Staffroom 
SAKGWP   Thursday 11 May 6pm Staffroom 
Fete      Wednesday 14th June 7.30pm Staffroom  
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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You may have seen the name "FlexiBuzz" and noticed a change in logo when you visit your Tiqbiz app or 
desktop site. This is the result of the recent purchase of Tiqbiz by InLoop Pty Ltd, an  
Australian tech company with leading brands including Flexischools. 
 
We will be continuing to use the app to communicate with you and FlexiBuzz will retain all of the features that 
were available with Tiqbiz. 
 
To ensure you have the most up-to-date version of the app we would recommend running the app update as 
soon as possible. If you are using the desktop site, you will now go to web.flexibuzz.com.  

2017 School Council Dates 
Wed 17 May 
Wed 21 June 
Wed 23 August  
Wed 20 September 
Wed 25 October 
Wed 29 November 

School Photo Delivery 

We are letting all families know that Arthur Reed Photos have had a major breakdown of their printing  
machine recently and while this has been repaired, it has put them behind schedule with the school photo 
delivery. They have apologised for the delay and are working hard to get the photos delivered to us as soon 
as possible. When they arrive they will be sent home with your child. 

Grade 6 Graduation Photo 

The Grade 6 Graduation Photo has been scheduled for Friday 26th May at 9.00a.m. Please ensure that your 
child is at school before 9.00 on that day and preferably wearing a Westgarth PS top. 

2017 Term Dates 
T2  end 30/6/17 
T3  17/07/17 - 22/09/17 
T4    9/10/17 - 22/12/17 

http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=a412895540&e=57ee55cfa9
http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=9c7a7f78c7&e=57ee55cfa9
http://flexischools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b55e6c6cdc64ccd957d968fb9&id=54ea6db96c&e=57ee55cfa9


 
eSmart Tip 
 

Online gaming 
 
Online games are popular with children of all ages. Games can be  
educational or purely for fun. Some games allow interactivity with other layers online, some have high levels 
of violent or sexual content. Check the age guidelines and ratings to help guide your child's online game use. 
Some online games encourage team work and interaction with others online. This can include adults. 
 
Overall, children and young people will be best protected if they keep their personal information to them-
selves in online games and don’t engage in personal conversations. 
If children are using sites that enable direct interaction with others, it is a good idea for you to supervise 
their interactions and to establish rules about the information they are allowed to share with others. Setting 
rules about what to do if they encounter disturbing content or contact from others is also useful. 
 

Online gambling 
In a world with limitless online possibilities for entertainment, young people can stumble across and engage 
in online gambling through online games. Applications on social media sites often require users to purchase 
credits to play games, access special features and give virtual gifts. It’s important that children understand 
the differences between simple gaming and that of gambling online. 
Gambling in games is very risky for young people, and can interfere with their schooling and social life. 
 

What are the risks? 
The risks of online games should be understood by anyone who enjoys them. 
These include: 
 risks from social interactions with strangers 

 risks from computer intruders exploiting security vulnerabilities 
 risks from online and real-world predators 

 risks from viruses and spyware 
 

How can I support my child online? 
 Help your child understand the risks of excessive gaming and gambling in online games. 
 Keep a look-out for changes in your child’s activity, school or social behaviours and talk to them if you 
      have concerns. 
 Encourage your child to keep personal information to themselves and not to engage in personal  

conversations in online games. 
 Supervise your child’s interactions if they are using sites that enable direct interaction with others. 

 Establish rules about the information they are allowed to share with others and about what to do if they 
      encounter disturbing content or contact from others. 
 Avoid gambling activities as a family and do not gamble in front of your children. 

 Keep the computer in a living room and limit private internet activity. 
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Westgarth Primary School Sport News 
 

Term 2 Winter Interschool Sports Grade 6 Students  
 

All games are scheduled to start at 1.30pm and finish at 3pm.  Games will be cancelled if it’s raining. 
Friday 19 May  Westgarth V Fairfield (HOME) AFL & soccer at McDonnell Park 
Friday 26 May  Westgarth V Penders Grove (AWAY) No AFL. Soccer at Hayes park 
Friday 2 June  Westgarth V Wales St (AWAY) AFL & soccer at McDonnel Park 
Friday 9 June  Westgarth V Thornbury (AWAY) AFL at Sir Douglas Nicholls 
Friday 16 June  Westgarth V Preston South (HOME) AFL & soccer at McDonnel park 
Friday 23 June  Westgarth V Holy Spirit (AWAY) AFL & soccer at Hayes park 
 

Cross Country Grade 3 - 6 Wow – what fast time trials the students all ran for cross country! I was so proud 
of all the students because everyone tried their best and didn’t give up.  Unfortunately, we can only send the 
fastest 8 students in each age group (boys/girls) to district cross country.  The following students are pro-
gressing on to compete at the district level on the 23rd May.  Good luck! 

 
 

Grade 5 Table tennis clinics The grade 5s are participating in a 5 week table tennis program on Thursdays. 
The equipment and a coach have been funded through the government’s Sporting Schools program.   
 

2017 SPORT DIARY DATES Just a reminder to pop these dates into your diaries 

Thanks, Rushe. 

U/10s boys U/10 girls U/11 boys U/11 girls U/12-13 boys U/12-13 girls 

Lukee 4G Holly P 4G Matthew 5R Emily 5R Roland 6N Kala 6T 

Dylan C 4G Daisy 4AD Lewis 5R Zoe 5R Vanya 6M Neave 6N 

Ben H 4T Lila 4T Thomas 5M Sophie 5R Jules P 6S Asha D 6M 

Kornelius 4G Phoebe 4T Percy 5JH Anthea 6N Nathan 6N Aoife 6N 

Harper 5M Matilda 4T Finn 5R Zara 6M Thomas A 6M Dahna 6S 

Henry 4AD Jade 4T Akira 5R Scarlett 5M Darcy W 6S Hannah  6M 

Jack MP 4AD Elvie 4B Griffin 5JH Jacqui 5K Zac I 5R Parker M 6N 

Duncan 4AD Georgia 4B Lyons 5M Alice 5M Laird 6M Camille CB 6S 

          Lizzy 6S 
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Event Who Date Venue 

District Cross County Selected students only 
Tues 23 May afternoon 
session 

Bundoora 

District Cross County Selected students  only Wed 14 June Bundoora 

Region Cross Country Selected students only Wed 21 June Bundoora 

Grade 3 Coach Approach    
Athletics fun day 

All Grade 3s 
Tues 8 August           
(back up day 15/8) 

Westgarth PS 

Grade 6 District Basketball 
Interested Grade 6s 9numbers 
permitting) 

Wed 9 August 
Coburg Basketball 
Stadium 

Westgarth  Grade 4-6          
Athletics carnival 

All Grade 4s, Grade 5s & 
Grade 6s 

Tues 8 August           
(back up day 15/8) 

Collingwood Harriers 

District Athletics Selected students only 
Mon 11 September    
(back up day 15/9) 

Collingwood Harriers 

Division Athletics Selected students only Tues 10 October Meadowglen 

Region Athletics Selected students only Wed 18 October Meadowglen 

Grade 6 district girl’s soccer day Interested Grade 6 girls TBC TBC 

Triathlon 
Interested Grade 4, 5 & 6 
(subject to entry numbers) 

Fri 10 November 
Northcote pool & 
McDonnel oval 

Westgarth swimming trials Interested Grade 3s, 4s & 5s 
Fri 24 November 
(afternoon session) 

Northcote Aquatic      
Centre 



WHOPPING GREAT FETE 2017 
 
We’re well into term 2 and fete planning has now officially kicked off. 
 

Let’s start with fete date: Sunday 22 October 2017, 10am-4pm.  
Put it in the diary now! 
 

New to the Westgarth PS community? Here’s a bit of Fete 101.  
The Whopping Great Fete is our biggest community day and fundraiser of the 
year. It’s a massive day (well whopping) filled with market & food stalls, kids’ 
rides & activities, silent & live auctions and fantastic live entertainment. All 
stalls and activities are completely run by our community of families, friends 
and staff so it takes everyone to get on board for Fete to be a success.  
 

Got a stall or activity idea for Fete 2017? Great! Drop me (Julia) a line: juliakellytravel@hotmail.com or  
0400 067 758. Fete always needs new ideas. Don’t have an idea (yet) but want to get involved (can I say 
great again?), let me know at the details above, there are heaps of opportunities to get involved in different 
areas of interest.  
 

Our first Fete Committee meeting is on Wednesday 14 June @ 7.30pm in the Brooke St Staffroom so come 
along and find out more about the Whopping Great Fete 2017. Julia 
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As part of our inquiry, 'Who Are We?', the students in Year 
2 went to CERES to learn more about different cultures and 
some of the practices that are important to these cultures.  
The students got to experience Indonesian batik making, 
how the Wurundjeri people crushed and used ochre to 
paint, and learn about what it’s like to live in a rural village 
in India.  
They had lots of opportunities for hands-on learning and 
really enjoyed themselves despite the cold weather!” 

 

THANK YOU!! 
Our 2017 Mums and Special Persons Day Stall was a great success, thanks to the 
hard work of Jessamy Miller and Emma Savage. A big thank you to all those who 
baked, donated, sold and generally helped out. For many of the children, it is one of 
the only times they handle money and are responsible for purchasing something for 
a loved one.   
It was obvious that a lot of thought went into their decision-making, and we hope you enjoyed the results!  
Many students still have an I.O.U to pay. Could you please contact the office if you are unsure if your child's 
name is on the list. 
 

GRADES 3, 4 & 5 DISCO on Wednesday 17 May from 6.15-8pm in the Gym.  
Calling all groovers to get SPARKLY and come to the disco. Please arrive at 6.15pm to pay your $5.00 and 
don’t forget $1.00 for chips.  
 

A reminder that parents or a nominated parent must stay to supervise and we appreciate helpers to serve 
water, clean cups and monitor exits near the toilets. If you give us a hand to help clean up afterwards you 
are guaranteed a place in heaven.  
 

Nerida, Tanya, Jennifer and Emma westgarthpandf@gmail.com 



News from the Kitchen Garden 

Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com   Virginia garden.westgarth@gmail.com  

Olive Oil Update  
This year we are very excited to be undertaking our very first olive oil pressing. Our harvest has been delayed 
due to late ripening of fruit in the Melbourne area. We are hoping to harvest early June, stay tuned for  
further details. Until then, we’ve netted our trees and fingers crossed the birds won’t move in to feast on 
them as they turn from green to black.  
Like all farmers faced with a glut of produce, our students have been turning to age old methods of  
preserving. This achieves the dual purpose of reducing waste and ensuring we have foods available at times 
when they are not in season. Our bountiful apple harvest (over 100kg) has been turned into delicious apple 
puree in the freezer, a range of apple jellies/jams, and this week we have been dehydrating apples. Our first 
ever pomegranate molasses was a real feat and we are eager to try out this delicious condiment in tasty 
dishes soon.  
Help needed: 
The following garden classes have one or fewer volunteers helping. If you can help out (even on an  
occasional basis) please email Virginia. 
4 Aimee (Tuesday 8:50-10:10)     5 Ruth   (Tuesday 11:00 -12:15)         
6 Tessa  (Thursday 1:40 – 3pm)   4 Glenn (Friday 8:50 -10:10)    

     
Making a vertical garden  by recycling old “crocs”  
as pots.  
  
 
 
 
    
   
   Moving soil from an old garden 
   bed 
                  

Many students had great fun digging up our Jerusalem Artichokes and potatoes in garden sessions. After  
giving them a good scrub they then embraced their combined flavours in a soup. If anyone would like some 
small tubers to plant you could drop into the Farm House or your child could come in at lunchtime.   
Jerusalem Artichokes are often hard to find in the shops because they don’t travel and store well – but they 
are easy to grow and will do so in the poorest of soils.  They don’t really even need supplementary watering 
– amazing.  
  
Jerusalem Artichoke Soup (Serves up to 6) 
Ingredients 
 

1 large onion  
2 cloves garlic                    
2 sticks celery    
60 g butter 
500 g  Jerusalem artichokes 
 3 medium potatoes  
1.5 litre chicken stock - check tin for ratio 
1 bay leaf       
 salt / ground black pepper 
15 chives or 4 stalks of parsley  
                Continue next page... 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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Jerusalem Artichoke Soup  
Method 
 

1.   Cut the onion in half and place flat on the chopping board. Slice into rings. 
2.   Peel and chop the garlic. 
3.   Slice the celery thinly. 
4.  Melt the butter in the pot. 
5.  Add onion, garlic and celery as they are ready.  
6.  Stir to coat the vegetables with the butter. 
7.  Cut up the potatoes and artichokes into 1cm cubes. (they have been pre washed) 
8.  Rinse if necessary and  add them to the pot and cook for 1 minute. 
9. Prepare the stock  in the red jug with boiling water from the electric jug. An adult should  do this.  
 Pour over the vegetables carefully. 
10.  Adjust heat so the soup comes to the boil and then simmers for 15 minutes or until vegetables are  
 tender when pierced with the skewer. 
11. Take the pot off the stove and put on a board to protect the bench. 
12.  Use the hand blender to process  the soup to a puree. 
 

Serve into bowls and garnish with chives or chopped parsley. 
Hope to see you at the Farm House or in the garden soon. 
Mary and Virginia.  

WESTGARTH IDOL 
Saturday 3 June 

Thornbury Theatre 
 
Well, rehearsals are well and truly in full swing. As we speak, parents around Darebin 
are singing into their hairbrushes wondering exactly what it is like to sing in front of 
500 people. No pressure! 
 
The band are top of their game this year – with probably the most diverse set of songs 
yet, whilst Tony Wilson rejoins as our MC. I wonder what he will be wearing this year?  
 
There are still some standing room only tickets available at $20 each. Please contact Caroline on 0414 601 307 if inter-
ested. 
 
Westgarth Idol will be held at the Thornbury Theatre on Saturday 3rd June and the doors open at 6.30pm for a 7.15pm 
start! Check out https://westgarthidol.com/about/the-rough-guide-to-idol/ for more details. 
 
Cheers, Jonny Clow. 

 
 

Parent Seeking Babysitting Swap for Kitchen Garden Volunteering 
Would you like to volunteer for KG classes but can’t find babysitting for your younger children?  
A WPS parent would love to hear from you to take turns looking after each others young children in order to 
volunteer for KG classes. If this sounds like something you’d be interested in discussing, please send you  
contact details to Virginia or Mary and we’ll put you in contact with each other. 

https://westgarthidol.com/about/the-rough-guide-to-idol/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnof-IpvPTAhXHWLwKHe0sAc0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fshamelesssinging.com%2F6-tips-strong-singing-for-life%2F&psig=AFQjCNHdoQFFch4uwWccsD_oSfoRG6MVIA&ust=149498572
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Lovely 4 bedroom Edwardian house with good sized backyard near school available for 10 to 12 month rental starting 
1st September 2017.  Prefer to rent furnished. Perfect for those renovating and wanting to stay local.  
Rent negotiable. Contact Chris 0412 008 525. 


