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From the Principal - Jo Wheeler 
The Department of Education and Training have employed Mary-Jean Gallagher, former 
Assistant Deputy Minister and Chief Student Achievement Officer of the Ontario Ministry of 
Education, Canada, as a critical friend and educational consultant.  Mary-Jean wanted to 
visit a school who was known to be excelling in the Victorian Education Reforms and  
Westgarth PS was identified by the Director of Teaching and Learning as a school which was 
leading in this area. So on Tuesday, Mary-Jean and senior Education Department staff visited the school.  
The work we shared was started towards the end of 2015 when we unpacked the Victorian Curriculum 
achievement standards. We translated them into plain language statements so they were as ‘jargon free’ as 
possible making them accessible to staff and then later to parents via our checklist style reports. Our  

approach was to work firstly with our teachers, then a group of parents. 
This year, students will trial our student tracking tool to increase their 
understanding of the learning continuum. The student tracking tool  
details are what students are expected to learn at each year level  
(pre-Prep to Year 10) in student friendly language. The students’  
feedback on the tracking tool will be used to modify the language so that 
it is accessible to all students.   
 

Mary-Jean was excited by our journey and said ‘It was some of the most 
outstanding work she had seen in a Victorian school’. Furthermore, the 

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority are coming in two weeks’ time to film some of our work and 
processes as a showcase for best assessment practice. This wonderful acknowledgement is credit to our team 
of teachers, parents and students and in particular Assistant Principal, Donald Eddington, who has led this 
work which is recognised as best practice both here and abroad.   

Westgarth Idol - June 2 
I have heard on the grapevine that Westgarth Idol still has some ticket available.  The Idol 
team took on the feedback provided and have made changes to the organisation to enable 
more members of the community to attend.  If you are yet to buy tickets or have assumed 
that like in previous year they would have sold out, then you will be pleased to know there 
still are tickets available at https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY.  

Golden Boot and Golden Lunchbox 
The new trophies are creating a buzz with classes vying to win the 
Golden Lunchbox and Golden Boot awards.  The class with the 
greatest percentage of students with rubbish free lunches wins 
the Golden Lunchbox award and the class with the greatest  
percentage of students actively travelling to school wins the  
Golden Boot award.  We have one of each for both the Clarke St 
and Brooke St sites.  You can help your child’s class win the  
weekly award by sending rubbish free lunches and leaving the car 
at home when travelling to school.  The awards are announced at 
assembly on Monday mornings.  

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY
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The Jammy Team is  

looking for Kumquat fruit.  
If you have any or know of someone 

that has, that would be willing to  
donate them to the school.  

Please get in contact with Michelle 
Wrench on 

Book lovers at the fete 
An appeal today for a book loving soul to take over from Ian 
Rogers and collect, sort and sell pre-owned books at the fete. 
Sunday, 21 October. The second weekend of the final term. 
The Whopping Great Fete, what do you think of the school 
fete? Any chance you could help, for a short time or longer? 
There are jobs and more jobs at the fete and from what I can 
tell, parents and guardians often leave pleased at the end of a 
shift. Book fans, please ring or email. 
Also, we are still on the trail of baguette chefs. 
Ian Rogers - 0409 716 442 
ianrogers717@gmail.com 

“KidsMatter is a whole school Framework that facilitates and gives prominence to  
student mental health and wellbeing. As a school community we believe  
wholeheartedly that happy and healthy children learn best.” 
 

Our school started our KidsMatter journey in 2015 starting with Component 1: Positive School Community, in 
2017 our focus was on Component 2: Social and Emotional Learning and last night a group of staff and par-
ents met to discuss our next phase Component 3: Working with Parents and Carers.  It was a great turn out 
and we look forward to sharing the work of this group and the school, organising guest speakers and wel-
coming conversations and dialogue with the community about ways to support student mental health and 
wellbeing.  One important aspect we discussed at the meeting was teaching our students empathy.  While 
this is developmental and children starting school are less able to understand the perspectives and needs of 
others, it is hoped that as children grow they will develop these understandings and skills. It is believed that 
empathy can be fostered.  We would encourage all parents to think about ways they can help their children 
to become more empathetic.  It will help them to have better relationships with others and will set them up 
for their adult life.  Here is a link to an article on how help develop empathy in your child,  
https://theconversation.com/three-strategies-to-promote-empathy-in-children-91967  

Road Safety 

As our students come to and from school it’s important for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to be aware and 
take extra care during these busy times. We have had a number of parents in the recent weeks mention the 
safety of students when arriving for school particularly on Brooke St. It is important for parents/carers allow 
themselves enough time to arrive at school, approach the school within school speed zones, be mindful of 
how you park and reverse your vehicles as children can be unpredictable and difficult to see. I would also like 
to remind parents that it is unsafe for children to alight from a vehicle on the road side.  We would hate for 
there to be a tragedy so please follow the road laws and employ common sense when driving near the 
school.  Better still, if you leave your car at home or park a block away, it counts as active travel.  
Regards,  
Jo Wheeler 
Principal  

mailto:ianrogers717@gmail.com
https://theconversation.com/three-strategies-to-promote-empathy-in-children-91967


Diary Dates 2018 
Tues 16 - Thurs 18    NAPLAN Year 3 & 5       
Tues 22 May    District Cross Country 
Thurs 24 May    School Open Morning  9 - 10:30am 
Tues 29 May    Prep Swimming commences  
Thurs 28 June*    Parent Teacher Interviews *Pupil free day 
Fri 29 June     Last day of Term 2  
      *Students dismissed at 2:30pm 
Thurs 9 Aug     Year 3-6 Maths Competition 
 
 
 
 

Meeting Dates 2018  
Digital technologies/    
eSmart committee    Wed 16 May 7:00pm Staffroom 
Fete      Wed 16 May 7:30pm Resource Room 
School Council Wed 23 May 7:00pm Staffroom 
Education Tues 29 May 7:00pm Staffroom 
 
* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 23 May  

2018 Term Dates 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 

Clear communication is an essential feature of an effective partnership between 
the school and families. By working together, we can help each student to achieve 
their potential and to resolve any issues or concerns that may arise from time to 
time.  
At Westgarth, we invite parents and carers to meet with class teachers to discuss  
issues or concerns – or simply just to introduce yourself or to ‘touch base’  
throughout the year. While most teachers may be available before school they are 
typically getting ready for your child’s class.  

 
Therefore, we suggest the following options for communicating about non-urgent matters:  

1. Contact the school via the Flexibuzz App (preferred method) to contact a staff member 
2. Contact the office on 9481 5577 to be re-directed to the staff member’s voicemail 

 

For student whole day absences, lateness and extended family leave 
To assist us managing please report your child’s absence by 9am on the morning of the absence in one of 
these two ways: Flexibuzz (preferred) or telephone (9481 5577) and select option 1.  
 
This will help the office identify and reduce any unnecessary phone 
calls.  
Please ensure when dropping off/picking up your child you sign your 
child in/out at the office on the iPad.  
 
For student absences over consecutive days, such as illness for two 
days, the absence needs to be recorded each day of absence.   
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Optional Homework 

Optional homework tasks 
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with 
parents and staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with 
the choice of students completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 
 
This fortnight:  
Are concerned that someone you know is 
experiencing cyber abuse? Are you looking 
to develop a better understanding of what 
constitutes bullying online?  
 
 
 
Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/
eSmart to access eSmart resources designed to 
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  
technology.  

 

 
 

This fortnight: 
Empathy is important to friendships and children 
who are able to empathise with others are less 
likely to bully or exclude other children as they 
get older. Social and emotional skills are also  
essential to being able to do well at school. 
Children’s mental health and wellbeing is  
supported when they develop a positive sense of 
self and the social skills to help them relate well 
with others.  

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter 
to access KidsMatter resources that support student 
wellbeing and mental health. 

Spotted In The Playground.   
Some very observant kids found this giant katydid in the playground. 
We saved it and put it in a gum tree, where it disappeared!  
 

Can you spot it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Ashton  
Year 5 Teacher 

 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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Grade 5 Table Tennis Clinics  
The grade 5s are participating in a 5 week table tennis program.  It runs every Friday 
morning from 11 May to 8 June. The equipment and a coach have been funded 
through the government’s Sporting Schools program.   
 
 

 
Cross Country Grade 4 - 6  
Wow – what fast time trials the students all ran for cross country! I was so proud of 

all the students because everyone tried their best and didn’t give up.  Under 10s ran 

2kms and under 11s & 12s ran 3kms, so it was a huge effort. Unfortunately, we can 

only send the fastest 8 students in each age group (boys/girls) to district cross  

country.   

The following students are progressing on to compete at the district level on  

Tuesday 22 May.  Good luck!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 Winter Interschool Sports  

Grade 6 Students - Updated dates! 
 

 

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

U/10s boys U/10 girls U/11 boys U/11 girls U/12-13 boys U/12-13 girls 

Herbie G Jasmine S Ben H Phoebe H Matthew L Emily P 

Noah S Amara L Dylan C Camille R Seb PS Sophie A 

Leo H Blanca T Josh D Holly P Thomas BC Zoe H 

Torin H Jess M Asher O Matilda H Lewis M Jacqui B 

Tommy H Skye M Kornelius J Lila S Percy N Charlotte AD 

Amyn I Loretta C Liam U Annabelle N Griffin L Ava J 

Jonah BC Claire H Duncan M Ruby W Akira E Talitha L 

Milo D Ameile V Lukee H Saskia W Harper W Alice M 

Cassius A Amelia C   Alice P     

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/page/258/Sport
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

 

   Menu Hispano en La Concina  
(Hispanic Menu in the Kitchen)  

 
Spanish Fideua with Chorizo and Westgarth Greens  

Mexican Frijoles (refried beans) 
Mexican Tortillas or Colombian Arepas 

Ensalada Hispana (Hispanic Salad) 
 

In the kitchen and garden we continued the school celebrations for Hispanic  
week. Our recipes from various Spanish speaking countries were inspired by  
our Hispanic community and cooked with flair! 
 

It was very fortunate that our pepinos originating from Chili and Peru and the  
lantern like tomatillos common in Mexican dishes ripened in time to be the stars 
of our ensalada (salad).  
 
The fideua is an angel hair pasta version of a paella which is more suitable for our 
cooking time frame.  
                                                                                                                               
The tortillas and arepas have the authentic flavour as we use the traditional corn 
flours. If you would like to give them a go they are extremely easy. The flours can 
be obtained from Casa Iberica in Johnston St or at their warehouse shop in  
Fairfield. You can also buy the traditional tortilla presses there. They would make 
a great birthday or Christmas present if you have a budding chef in the family. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I never thought I would fall in love with borlotti 
beans! However, I am having trouble parting with 
these ones harvested in autumn. The patterns are so 
beautiful and the children, like me, love letting them 
run through their fingers. Let’s hope we can part with 
them and they make it to join the kidney beans in the 
frijoles this week! 

You will find some of the recipes on the school website.   
BUEN PROVECHO 

Xiamara and Dianna provided most of us with 
our first taste of Colombian Arapas. 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

 

      

The staff and volunteers working in our grade 6 classes have been watching with pride, as these students have worked through a 
series of challenges designed to bring together all their garden knowledge, team work and planning skills.  
 
This is how Finley from 6 Madeline summarised the task: 

* Each class was given a garden bed 150cm by 300cm 
* We had to figure out how many days plants would take to grow and choose plants that  
would be harvested by the end of Term 2 
* We had to decide if we should plant seeds or seedlings 
* We made calculations about how much space our plants would need 
* It was challenging to make sure everything would fit in and that it would all grow in time 
* Planning the garden bed on paper was hard as we didn’t know how everything would  
look until we planted it and could see for ourselves 
 

Students were all given the chance to make a planting design, working within a number of limitations and given minimal assistance 
with the task, but help was given if requested. Students used many skills to plan their garden beds and then plant them out. They 
also are responsible for caring for the plants. And here are the garden beds all thriving and doing well. Some things worked well, 
and other choices didn’t work out – but that’s gardening!!! We make choices about what to grow, but we can’t control everything 
about the garden and so we must adapt – now that’s a life lesson. 

                                                                                                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Mhairi 6 Glenn 

6 Tessa 6 Madeline 

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
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BOOK SWAP AND CAFÉ – SATURDAY 26 May, School Gym, 2-5pm 
Individual $10.00, Family $20 
If there is one thing that unites the Westgarth community, apart from a love of rock’n’roll and related  
performing arts…it is our love of books.  
So we have decided to create an opportunity to share the literary love with not only the school community, 
but also our friends, family and neighbours – the public!  
 
ALL MONEY RAISED FROM THIS EVENT, ALONG WITH ANOTHER SPECIAL EVENT IN TERM 4, GOES  
TOWARDS BUYING A NEW KILN FOR OUR ART CLASSROOM.  
How does it work? 
 Invite your friends and family 
 Bring along your carefully selected books either on the day, or before the day to the school office 
 Pay $10.00 for an individual or $20 for a family.  
 Enjoy an afternoon treat.  
 Select a packet of books to take home. 
PLEASE: No old textbooks, encyclopaedia's or the like. Think about what someone else might genuinely 
want to read. Popular genres include children’s books, novels, cooking, travel, biography and non-fiction 
from the last five years. Books should be in excellent condition. 
 
CAKE STALL 
We will be sending plates home with the kids on Monday 21 May, asking parents to please bake something 
that can be sold at our cake stall at the Book Swap. Details to follow. 
 
Flying Fox Wetland Walk and Talk – THANK YOU  
Thank you to Deb Prentice and Steven Brend of Parks Victoria for the 
opportunity to see and learn about the grey-headed flying  
foxes. About 50 people came along and witnessed the bats taking off. 
It was also a lot of fun playing in the beautiful park at dusk.  
 
WESTGARTH IDOL 
Parents and Friends wish everyone well with their preparations for 
the big night on Saturday 2 June. We look forward to a great night 
and a super donation!  
 
FURS - Westgarth’s Free Recycled Uniform Service  
Recycled uniform is now available all year round - if you have specific requests, please email  
sashalbradbury@gmail.com 
Remember - you can drop off your old uniform items anytime, at the school office or at 100 Thomson Street, 
Northcote.  We especially need Winter uniform items at the moment! 
 
Michelle, Nerida, Emma, Tanya 
westgarthpandf@gmail.com 

mailto:sashalbradbury@gmail.com
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Westgarth Idol will be held at The Thornbury Theatre on  

Saturday 2nd June at 6.30pm. Just three weeks to go!  

 
Tickets for Westgarth Idol are still available to purchase online using this link https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY.  
This year the tickets are $50. This includes $20 worth of tokens (for voting) which you will receive on the night. And due to  
demand, you will also be able to buy extra tokens online too when purchasing a ticket. Tokens can be collected upon entry on the 
evening. All profits from Idol are donated to Westgarth Primary School. 
 
Seating  
We understand that some of you want to sit, while others want to stand. So, this year we will have seating around the dance floor 
and on the balcony. For those who arrive early, you can grab a table or seat anywhere, but you won’t be able to reserve a table 
beforehand. To acknowledge those who want to stand, support & dance, the dancefloor area will be open all night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westgarth Idol - Seeking Videographers / Video Editors 

Every year we make a video of Westgarth Idol and it's shared with the contestants after the event so they can bask in their glory. 
Parts of the video are also used on the social media pages etc. This year is my second last year as Videographer and so I'm looking 
to get some other parents involved so that we can keep the tradition going.  
If you have a fancy camera or even an inclination to work with the moving image, either on the night or after the event, please get 
in touch with either myself, Caroline or Johnny Clow.  
Cheers. Dave Oakley 0428 176 234. 

Term 1 was the perfect time to get crafty with the  

summer activity of squirt painting! We found that by 

squirting paint onto a large canvas you can really create 

some wall worthy artwork as well as having a blast. We 

handed your Picassos a compact water blaster and 

spray bottles fully tanked with liquid watercolors and 

asked them to aim at a standing easel attached to a wall 

in the yard. It provided an opportunity for children to 

exercise scientific thinking; make predictions,  

observations, comparison, reasoning, experimentation 

and evaluation. The end results saw the children create 

a variation of large and colorful abstract paintings whilst 

having a great time in the process! 

 

In term 2 we will continue to explore our creative flare 

with a broad range of learning experiences informed by 

the student’s interests. So far, popular activities have 

included; Elephant Painting, Capture the Flag, Kick Ball, 

and Key Chain Making.  

 

Stay tuned for term 3! 

https://www.trybooking.com/UVNY
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Babysitting Work Wanted 
 

Sixteen year old student looking for 
babysitting work. Great with kids. 
References available. Please call  

Amelia 0466 831 227.  

 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in 
touch and ask the questions you have always wanted 
to. 
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 
Email: info@keyassets.com.au 
Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.com.au 

FOSTER CARERS 

mailto:info@keyassets.com.au
http://www.keyassets.com.au/

