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From the Principal 
 

Practice Excellence – Curriculum and Assessment 
Over the past three years we have been working with our teachers to 
build capacity with curriculum and assessment.  This work has included: 
 unpacking the new Victorian curriculum  
 developing plain language statements for the student achievement 

standards  
 developing reporting statements to make our reports more parent 

friendly  
 developing student friendly ‘I can’ statements so students can  

understand their learning continuum, so they understand what 
they need to learn and set personal learning goals.  (This will begin 
to be implemented at the start of term 2.) 

This work has been recognised by the Department of Education and Training and was presented to Canadian  
educational expert Mary Jean Gallagher on a recent visit.  Mary Jean has been advising the DET about best practice in 
the areas of assessment and reporting.  Our work will be videoed and used by the VCAA for their website and  
promotion within the DET.  This wonderful recognition of our work by senior DET staff is rewarding and I would like to 
express great pride in our teaching staff and in particular Donald Eddington, who is responsible for designing and  
developing this work, the professional development of our staff and the platform for our Curriculum and Assessment 
Maps.  It is reassuring knowing that the many hours that have gone into this work places us as leaders in this area.   
 

Practice Excellence – Spanish 
The Spanish team were also approached by the Department of 
Education and Training languages division to showcase our 
Spanish CLIL (Content Learning in Languages) program.  They 
came to the school a number of times last year as part of the 
language teachers network which prompted the school being 
selected to share the great work we are doing in Spanish.   
Earlier this month they filmed the three Spanish teachers,  
Marta, Pilar and Lorena as well as myself and some students 
about Spanish teaching and learning at Westgarth PS.  This again 
is recognition of another quality offering at our school and I 
would like to congratulate our teachers and students for the 
wonderful work they are doing in language.   

The video will be added to our school website once the final version is available.  In the meantime if you would like to 
have a look at the work your children are doing, please have a look at the Spanish link on our website http://
wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish. 
 
School Council 2018 
I would like to congratulate parents Alev Bassilios and Annette Williams who have joined school councillors for the next 
two years.  As we only filled 2 of the 4 vacancies the new school council will co-opt new members to fill the other two 
vacancies as well as the community vacancies at this week’s School Council meeting.    
 

 

This newsletter is published on our school website.  

http://wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish
http://wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish
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AGM – May 2nd 
This year School Council has decided to hold our AGM on May 2, followed by a guest speaker.  We will confirm the 
speaker in the first newsletter of next term, but pencil it into your diary to keep the date free.   
 
Buildings and grounds update 
The remediation works for the two classrooms with mould issues has been approved.  It is anticipated that Vicky’s year 
one classroom will be ready for students to move back in early next term if not at the very start.  Megan’s class will 
remain in the portable for next term while repairs occur.   
Contractors visited the school to look at the soil issues from the reinstatement works on Brooke St.  It is anticipated 
that we will have instant turf rolled out to cover the dirt areas.  However there is some concern about the season and 
it’s potential to grow over winter so we might need to wait until spring.   
 
Hats 
Just a reminder that students are still required to wear a sunsmart hat until the end of April each year, which is the 
first 2 weeks of term two.  Please make sure your child has a hat at school after the holidays.   
 
Darebin ‘Safe travel survey’ 
Thank you to the 33 families who responded to the Darebin Council’s Safe Travel to school survey.  The valuable  
information was appreciated by the council and the results are available directly through them. 

 
Regards, 
Jo Wheeler 
Principal 

  

Optional Homework 

Optional homework tasks 
Westgarth’s homework policy has changed. The new policy was developed in consultation with parents and 
staff and informed by research. The new homework policy provides families with the choice of students  
completing optional homework tasks.  
The optional homework tasks can be accessed at: http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/
Optional-homework-tasks. 

 
 
 
 
This fortnight:   
The eSafety Commissioner’s iParent provides 
guidance for using safety settings on your  
family’s web-connected devices, tips for  
choosing movies and games and strategies for 
keeping young people safe online.  

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/
eSmart to access eSmart resources designed to 
educate, track, monitor and prevent cyber  
bullying and to create responsible users of  
technology.  

 

 

 

This fortnight: 
You can play an important role in enhancing your 
child's resilience. The Victorian Department of  
Education and Training has suggestions that  
parents and carers can do to help children to cope 
and thrive in the face of negative events,  
challenges and adversity.  

Visit http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/
KidsMatter to access KidsMatter resources that 
support student wellbeing and mental health. 

http://wgps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/homework.pdf
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/254/Optional-homework-tasks
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/255/eSmart
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/256/KidsMatter
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School Council News - School Council 28 February 2018  
School Council (SC) met on 28 February 2018 for the first meeting of the year.  The usual order of business was  
discussed and included the following:  

 Principal’s Report – 
 Jo Wheeler informed the Council about contractual negotiations between the school and our clothing supplier 
with respect to existing stock of old school uniforms.  The school management team is very happy with the outcome. 
 She also informed School Council about the acquisition of extra emergency Ventolin inhalers and WorkSafe  
requirements for an age restriction on the Clarke Street playground, with signage to be installed shortly. 
 SC was updated on the repairs required to both Brooke Street and Clarke Street as a result of water damage from 
leaking rooves.  Fortunately, the repairs will be funded by DET, as up to 3 classes have had to move out while repairs 
are conducted. 
 SC was also advised as to the progress of remediation works in respect of the soil on Brooke Street.  There have 
been problems and delays with the contractor, requiring 3 letter drops to the local community, which is frustrating and 
very time consuming. 

 Further burglaries were committed on the school in January and February, resulting in the loss of flat-screen TVs 
and Apple TVs.  DET have provided partial funding for replacing these items, but not for the repairs required to the 
school.  Fortunately, CCTV cameras installed in the school were able to assist police capture the offender. 
 The school has now completed the 2 year program of Mathematics Professional Development, thanks to Donald 
Eddington.  However, the school continues to focus on refining its maths teaching, while also focussing on English this 
year, and particularly spelling. 
 Jo acknowledged the hard work of teachers at the school, many of whom work out of hours, including on  
weekends.  We are an incredibly lucky school community with the commitment of the teaching staff. 
 Finance subcommittee – The first School Council meeting of the year is a big one for the Finance subcommittee, 
which recommended that three months worth of accounts be approved. 
 
Parents & Friends – The Welcome Picnic was a success and well-attended, as was the Trivia Night.  An Easter  

fundraiser is also being run.  Parents and Friends were thanked for the great efforts that have been put into organising 

these events so early on in the School Year, with particular thanks to Michelle Wrench and Nerida Weller.  There was 

also discussion regarding the form that stalls, providing opportunities for students to purchase fund-raising items, may 

take across the year.  

OHSC Subcommittee reported on staffing for the forthcoming year in OHSC, some issues around invoicing and the 
continued development of extra activities at OHSC.  In particular, Artplay was very popular in 2017 and soccer has 
been booked for Term 2.  Planning will commence for Term 3.  One issue of concern is that a number of families are 
delivering children to Before School Care without making either a permanent or casual booking, with sometimes as 
many as 15 additional children.  While it is understood that circumstances can change unexpectedly sometimes for 
parents, the high number of unexpected extra children can make a significant difference to the adequacy of staffing 
numbers.  The school will explore ways of resolving this. 
 
While it was the first meeting of the calendar year, it was actually the last meeting for the current SC year, which runs 
from March to February.  As a result, prior to the meeting school councillors completed a survey evaluating the  
effectiveness of SC across the year.  We use the results to identify areas for improvement that may be implemented 
upon commencement of the new SC in March.  Various attributes of the performance of the council are considered 
and these all attained scores above 8 out of 10.  Effectiveness of councillor recruitment is also surveyed, and the  
results reflected the thoughts of the SC that improvements could be made in this area.  Effectiveness of meeting  
processes also scored relatively highly with the majority being given over 4 out of 5 but with a couple of areas that 
show opportunities for improvement.   
 
Given it was the last SC of the year, half of the SC parent councillors concluded their 2 year term.   Annette Williams 
has nominated herself to re-join the SC for another 2 year term and Kate Denborough has made herself available to be 
co-opted. I thank them both for their continued support and input to SC.  On behalf of the SC I would like to say a big 
thank you to all outgoing school councillors: 
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Westgarth Redevelopment Project  
 

Student enrolments at Westgarth Primary have increased by 70% since 2007. 655 students are enrolled this year, up 
from 386 in 2007. With one or two exceptions, school facilities have not been updated for 25 years, and more than 250 
students are currently being taught in portable classrooms. 
The Westgarth Primary School Redevelopment Project is aimed at addressing the pressure this growth is having on 
existing school infrastructure.  
School Council has worked with architects to develop masterplans for buildings and grounds at both the Brooke Street 
and Clarke Street campuses.  
With the amazing efforts of the school community to raise funds, we’ve been able to progress a series of modest  
projects as part of Phase 1 of the project. This has included: 
 Refurbishment of the old kindergarten building into a new home for Westgarth’s music program;  
 Installation of a new playground at Clarke St; and  
 Relocation of the kitchen garden. 
With further fundraising efforts, we hope to be able to progress minor works to refurbish the old canteen area into a 
multi-purpose space. 
Phase 2 involves substantive works aimed at addressing the major challenges facing the school. These works cannot 
progress without government funding support. They include: 
 Contemporary teaching and learning spaces, including six new general learning spaces to replace some of the 

portable classrooms 
 A full size gymnasium that will provide space for the whole school to meet 
 An upgraded STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths) area 
 An expanded staff room that will be able to accommodate all staff. 
School Council has been very active in seeking government funding support for the project, and has established the 
Redevelopment Project Working Party to oversee these efforts. During last year’s by-election campaign for the State 
seat of Northcote, the government committed funding to a number of local schools (Northcote Primary; Bell Primary; 
Thornbury High; Santa Maria) but unfortunately did not commit anything to Westgarth Primary. 
A state election will be held on 24 November this year. We will be urging all candidates in the election to commit to 
funding for our school.  
 
To stay in touch with the Westgarth Redevelopment project, you can follow us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/WPSredevelopment/ or on Twitter @WPSRedevelop)  
 
Westgarth Redevelopment Project Working Party 

 Nerida Weller – Nerida has been co-opted to SC over the past year in her capacity as President of Parents and 
Friends (P&F).  She has done a great job with P&F over the past year, helping to further build our already strong  
community and leading the school’s charge to raise much needed funds. 
 Andrew Wear – Andrew has sat on SC for two terms, covering four years in total.  He has been a huge support on 
the policy subcommittee and, in his role as convener, has been driving, and continues to drive, the Redevelopment 
Project Working Party enthusiastically; setting up and providing regular communications to the school community and 
instigating support from local, state and federal politicians for the project.  Andrew has provided fantastic input and 
support to council and subcommittees over his tenure and will be greatly missed on the SC. 
 Julie Carpenter - Julie has also sat on SC for two terms, covering four years in total, three of which have been in 
the position of Vice-President.  She has been one of the most active members of SC in terms of presence on  
subcommittees, convening the OSHC and Finance subcommittees and previously being involved with the policy  
subcommittee and various working parties.  Julie has provided a level-headed, common sense approach to SC  
proceedings and discussions.  Julie has been a great support to me personally over the last year, drafting the majority 
of the newsletter reports for me.  Julie will also be greatly missed on the SC. 
 
Finally, I wish everyone within the school community a great Easter break. 

 
Gary Selwyn,  
President  

https://www.facebook.com/WPSredevelopment/
https://www.facebook.com/WPSredevelopment/


Diary Dates 2018 
Fri 16 - Wed 28 March   Swimming Years 3-4 
Thurs 29 March    Final swimming lesson for Years 5-6  
Thurs 29 March    Last day of Term 1,  
      Students dismissed at 2:30pm  
Wed 18 April    Spanish committee 7:00pm Staffroom 
Mon 14 May    KidsMatter committee 6:00pm Staffroom 
Wed 16 May    Digital technologies/eSmart committee 
      7:00pm Staffroom 
 
 
Meeting Dates 2018 
School Council Wed 28 March 7:00pm Staffroom 
Education Tues 17 April 7:00pm Staffroom 
 

* OSHC services will be available via bookings for all curriculum days. 
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2018 School Council Dates 
Wed 28 March 

2018 Term Dates 
T1 30/01/18 - 29/03/18 
T2 16/04/18—29/06/18 
T3 16/07/18—21/09/18 
T4 08/10/18—21/12/18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 29 March  
Students dismissed at 2:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here for  
Spanish News! 

 

Get your Entertainment Membership NOW to 
help Westgarth Primary School raise much 

needed funds for our MasterPlan! 
 
 

Help us raise for our School by buying an Entertainment  
Membership from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for 

everything you love to do, and help our fundraising at the same time. 
Hurry, Entertainment Memberships sell out quickly. 

 

Note there are some exciting new discount offers great for the 

School Holidays - Lego Land has joined and don’t forget there’s  

Luna Park, Strike Bowling, Bounce, Palace & Village Cinemas,  

Puffing Billy & many more.   

 

Check out the flick book below to see what’s available. 

 Click here! 

 

http://wgpspanish.wixsite.com/westgarthspanish
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/186y473
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News from the Kitchen Garden Mary – kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com Virginia— garden.westgarth@gmail.com 

Our bountiful corn, zucchini, tomatillo, onion and yellow pepper harvest were the main inspirations in the kitchen last 
week. We made these corn pikelets as a variation on the sweet ones last kitchen round. Remember, these old  
favourites are so easy and versatile. We actually left out the zucchini this time as we had another baked zucchini dish.  
 
Some pita bread left over from the fete and our own olive oil was inspiration 
for Pita Crips with Oil and Toasted Seeds.  
 

Muchas Gracias 
Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers for your support this term. Grade 
6’s will finish at the end of Term 2 and Grade 3’s will start at the beginning of 
Term 3. A note will come home later in Term 2 calling for volunteers and a 
date for an induction.  
 
 
 

 For this fortnight’s recipes. Click here! 

Region Swimming  

Wow what a wonderful day we had at the Regional  

Swimming Carnival.  It is such a big event with schools from 

far and wide.  The talent on the day was very impressive.  

Westgarth had many swimmers who achieved places in heats.  Our students were once 

again fantastic in and out of the pool.  Thanks to Andy who supervised the students on the 

day and Jutta who helped walk with us. 

  

Massive congratulations to all those that swam 

(please see below).  Super swim by Cassius Allan 

who won a bronze medal in breast-stroke and  

Harper Wallace who took out the gold in  

backstroke.  Harper is now on his way to the State 

Finals on the 18th April at MSAC!  

Thanks, 

Rushe Lynch 

PE Teacher 

Volunteers!  
Would you like to volunteer for the Kitchen Garden, but have a pre-school age child to look after? 

We have a couple of families in the same situation and these families are interested in taking turns 

in childcare so that the adults can have an opportunity to volunteer for kitchen garden classes. If 

this is something you have been thinking about, you can contact Mary or Virginia and we will put 

families in contact with each other.  

mailto:kitchen.westgarth@gmail.com
mailto:garden.westgarth@gmail.com
http://www.wgps.vic.edu.au/page/219/SAKG-recipes
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Click the link below  

https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/ 
Team ID westgarth-primary-school 

 
This event is run by the Victorian Government as part of its ongoing commitment to boost participation  
in physical activity, Premier’s Active April provides a great opportunity for all Victorians to get healthy  

and enjoy the benefits of an active lifestyle. 
 

WHAT IS IT? 
The Premier’s Active April encourages Victorians to do 30 minutes of physical activity a day during April. It is 
a fun and free way to get healthy and active. Premier’s Active April commences 1 April and concludes 30 
April 2018.  
 

We have set up a school team and we would love to see everyone getting active. You can visit 
www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/schools to download the Information for Parents flyer that explains the health 
and wellbeing benefits of joining Premier’s Active April and outlines the great incentives and prizes you can 
win by registering. 
 

·         Once registered, students will have the option to join multiple teams. We encourage you to register 
your whole family and create a family team as well, enabling you to share the experience and keep 
each other motivated. 

 

How to join our school team: 
 

1) If your family are already registered: 
1.      Login to the Active April Activity Tracker app using the student’s username and password 
2.      Go to the Teams page and select “Request to join a Team”. 
3.      Enter the Team ID (see above) and click “Send Request” 
4.      A notification will be sent to the teacher who created the team. After the teacher accepts the  

request, the student will see the team details when they next login. 
 

Thanks for your support and let's get active! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aimee Murphy 

Physical Education Teacher 

https://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/
http://www.activeapril.vic.gov.au/schools
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Hot Cross Bun Day 
 

Thanks to all the volunteers who sold and kids who bought buns on Friday 
16th, and to Baker’s Delight Fairfield for supplying the buns.  
Apple and cinnamon won the popular vote, who would have guessed?  
Happy Easter to all!  
Jac, Emma and Michelle 
P&F 

National Ride2School  

Day 

It was National Ride2School Day on Friday 23 March. We had hundreds of 
kids arriving on all manner of wheeled devices! There was a real carnival  
atmosphere and a lot of smiles and laughter in the early morning autumn 
sunshine. Overall we were trying to beat last year’s active transport target 
of 72% of the school’s population. Well, we smashed it: 372 rode/scoot/
skated/rolled, 169 walked, 58 drove and 2 people came on public transport. 
Our overall active transport percentage was over 80%!  

 
 
 
 
I’ve never been at a school with numbers that high: really unbelievable! 
Thank you to the student and staff helpers, the kids for doing their thing 
and to the wonderful parents who got their charges out the door in an  
active way.  
 
 
See you next year! 
Andy Ashton 
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 The Westgarth Primary School Council does not endorse any of its sponsors or advertisers, but we do acknowledge their support. 

Exhibition for families at the Geelong 
Gallery 

If you are planning on spending any time near Geelong over the  
holidays, there is an exhibition which may be of interest. 

Reimagine—the world according to children’s books 
A selective survey of Australian children’s literature and book 
illustration of the past twenty years. It includes the works of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous authors and artists including 
Joshua Button, Leigh Hobbs, Robert Ingpen, Ann James, Van T 
Rudd, Tai Snaith, Anne Spudvilas, Shaun Tan and Anna Walker.   

24 March to 27 May 2018 
http://www.geelonggallery.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/
reimagine-the-world-according-to-children-s-books  

Golden Gear Robotics STEAM Laboratory 
Term 1 School Holiday Program 

Coding, Robotics, Crazy machines Game  
design Escape room.  

Classes fill fast so book now if you don't want to 
miss out! 

Mon 9th April - Fri 13th April  
9.30am-3.30pm  

Westgarth Primary School, Clarke St   
Bookings/ info http://

www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/ 
www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics 

or call Kerry on 0418 330 324 

http://www.geelonggallery.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/reimagine-the-world-according-to-children-s-books
http://www.geelonggallery.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/reimagine-the-world-according-to-children-s-books
http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/
http://www.goldengearrobotics.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/goldengearrobotics/

