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Year 1 Introducing VCOP and Big Write 
 
We will be starting our VCOP and BIG Write sessions to complement our writing program in Term 3.  
It will take place on a fortnightly basis. 
The Writing program has four components: VCOP, Big Talk, Big Write and editing/feedback. They are 
as follows; 
 

VCOP 
V = vocabulary - ‘wow’ words (interesting 
vocabulary)  
C = connectives - words and phrases for connecting 
thoughts, ideas and sentences. 
O = openers - ways to open sentences including 
sequence words, linking words and phrases. 
P = punctuation - capital letters, full stops, 
commas, question marks, exclamation marks etc 
 

Students will be explicitly taught aspects of each VCOP component during our weekly writing sessions. 
They will be engaged in short oral and written tasks that will assist them to compose short pieces of 
writing.  
 

Our ‘VCOP’ session includes a ‘Big Talk’ – where students discuss/raise ideas discussed at home during 
Talk Homework, and create a plan for the writing they will do it ‘Big Write’. 
 

After a break students do ‘Big Write’ a dedicated silent writing session where students work on their 
stories or writing pieces with gentle music in the background. At the end of the session, they are given 
some time to edit their work. This editing focuses on re-reading and editing their stories for use of 
interesting vocabulary and correct use of punctuation, story sense and detail.  
 

The final session is feedback and editing. We focus on specific things each week and see how we can 
improve our writing. Again, students re-read their stories with a partner and practise giving and 
receiving constructive feedback. Students are then encouraged to choose a writing goal to work on for 
the following week.  e.g. My goal is to write capital letters at the start of my sentences.  
 

As part of the preparation for our ‘Big Write’ sessions students will be given ‘Talk Homework’ on a 
fortnightly basis. This is a writing stimulus that will inform you of the genre and topic that we will be 
writing about that week for our Big Write session. It will be sent home, to provide you with an 
opportunity to discuss and generate ideas together, so your child has an idea about what they might 
write about during that session. NO WRITING is expected to be done at home.  
 

This is an exciting way to engage in writing. Teachers and students are energized by this and we thank 
you in advanced for your continued support.  
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