
 

 

Year 1 Teaching and Learning – Term 3 

Welcome 

Welcome back to Term three. We hope you all had a relaxing and well deserved break with your families 

and loved ones.  This term we will continue to focus on student well-being with a strong emphasis on 

adhering to our school values by demonstrating Excellence, Integrity, Responsibility, Working Together and 

showing Respect.   

We will revisit what Respect looks like sounds like, sounds like and feels like in and out of our classrooms. 

Students will engage in role play scenarios that focus on listening  to others, treating others the way we 

want to be treated, using our manners, following instructions, remaining calm to talk about problems 

when they occur, being open to different opinions, and accepting difference in others. We will continue to 

encourage students to build confidence and resilience and take responsibilities 

for their own actions. 

Book Week celebrations will take place at our school in week 6. The theme this 

year is Find your Treasure. We have a dress up, stand and twirl day at assembly 

scheduled for Monday 20 August at 9:00am. This year the grade 1 students will 

be having a talk from illustrator Sue DeGennaro. 

We look forward to an exciting and rewarding term. 

Year 1 teaching team: Sophie, Vicky, Rose, Yolanda, Josie, Jane  

Important diary dates  

20-24 August Book Week 

20 August Book Week Dress, Stand Up and Twirl Day 

28 August  Book Week Illustrator: Sue DeGennaro 

21 September Last day of term 2:30 dismissal 

 

 

What we are learning this term in the classroom 

English Term Overview 

Reading: This term our focus is on developing fluency, expression and 
comprehension skills when reading aloud. We will focus on Visualising by creating 
pictures in our mind and making inferences from the text. Our Guided reading groups 
will focus explicitly on the Reading Aloud strategies. Some of these will include using picture clues to help, 
stretching the sounds out s-l-o-w-l-y to figure out unknown words and reading on for meaning. Students 
will engage in games and activities to support the development of comprehension. 
 



 

Home Reading:  We will encourage students to read daily. Home reading will help develop a love of 
reading. A large component of this is fluency and expression, with the main focus for the term on 
comprehension. While reading with your child practise making predictions, retelling and discussing the key 
ideas. 
 
Spelling: Each week students are introduced to a new spelling code (digraphs, trigraphs, blends) e.g. ‘er’ as 
in her.  Students engage in differentiated spelling tasks such as word hunts, words sorts to assist them with 
identifying, recognising and brainstorming words that have that code. Below is our term 3 overview that 
you can refer to prepare your child for each weekly session. 
 

Week Spelling Code Week Spelling Code 

1 ‘ir’ as in girl 6 ‘ph’ as in photo 

2 Revise ‘ur’, ‘er’, ‘ir’ 7 ‘ew’ as in new 

3 ‘ue’ as in blue 8 ‘o-e’ as in home 

4 ‘aw’ as in saw 9 ‘a-e’ as in make 

5 ‘oe’ as in toe 10 ‘i-e’ as in like 

 
Writing: In Term 3 students will explore the genre of persuasive writing. They will learn key language used 
when expressing an opinion and give appropriate arguments to support their opinion.  
We have been so impressed with students’ Big Writes this 
past semester and can see a real improvement through 
their understanding of VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, 
Openers and Punctuation). ‘Talk Homework’ will continue to 
be sent home prior to a Big Write. It is important for your 
child to talk as much as possible about their ideas to ensure 
they feel prepared. This only needs to be a quick discussion, 
at dinner time or whenever convenient. If they can talk 
about it, they can write about it.  
 

Speaking and Listening: Our programs allow for daily opportunities to practise speaking and 

listening through class discussions and sharing time.  

 

Mathematics Term Overview 

Number and Algebra: Students will be exploring the following areas; division, fractions and patterns. 
Students will develop an understanding that division is sharing a collection of objects into equal-size 
groups.  We will continue to use concrete materials to assist with visualisation and problem solving in 
division and fractions. We will explore both repeating and growing patterns, through materials and 
numbers. 
 
Measurement and Geometry: In Term 3 students will be exploring the following 
areas: location, mass and volume and capacity. In location, there will be a great 
deal of language, movement and the use of technology as we move from place 
to place, read maps and use location language for coding activities. 
Measurement will involve the use of concrete materials and equipment to 
compare and order objects by their mass and containers by their capacity. 
Vocabulary such as heavier/lighter and holds more/holds less will be central to 
this topic. 
 
 



 

Inquiry Term Overview  

   Our Inquiry topic this term is Local History. The students will develop an 
understanding that all communities have a history to tell. We will explore what life 

was like for our parent  and grandparents when they were young, discuss how our 
community has changed, why we should learn about our past and how we can 
preserve places and features in our community that we value for the future.  
 

What we are learning this term in specialist classes 

Specialist Timetable 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Art 1JJ 1V 1C  1Y  1C    1R 

Discovery 1Y 1R 1C  1V   1JJ 

P.E. 1V  1C  1R 1JJ  1Y    
Music 1V  1C  1Y 1JJ  1R   

Computers  1V 1R 1R   1C 1JJ 1Y    
Library 1JJ   1R 1V  1Y  1C 

 

Physical Education 
This term promises to be an active one. The start of the term will see students practising Tabloid Sport 
activities like egg and spoon race, 3 legged races, throw the rubber chicken and sack races. While the 
focus is all about fun and having a go there will be a day within class time when we will compete in some 
of these events against our class mates. It’s a great way for students to understand how competition can 
be, especially considering no one will ever be competing in a bean bag toss at the Olympics, help 
students develop resilience and sportsmanship. Then the focus will turn to circus based skills involving 
balancing and acrobatics before the term is rounded out with running techniques. It’s going to be a lot of 
fun! 

 
 

   

Spanish/Music 
In term 2 students continued to learn about rhythmic patterns reading and performing as a class group, 
using a variety of instruments and playing only when their instrument is visible, they can now identify a 
musical rest and are able to play at different speeds Lento, Tranquilo, Moderado and Rapido using a 
metronome.  Students are on their way to mastering eres mi sol (you are my sunshine) on the 
glockenspiels and we have now mastered singing Cucaburra (Kookabura sits in the old gum tree) and 
Eres mi sol (You are my sunshine) in Spanish. Eres mi sol was also learnt with accompanying AUSLAN 
signs. After talking about the water jars and whistles of Peru this term next term students will be 
working towards making their own whistles. 
    

Spanish/Discovery 
This term students will learn about the natural and constructed features in our school area. They will observe the 
main characteristics of these features and explore how we can take care of different places. Students will also 
observe the changes in the environment over a period of time. While learning about these features, students will 
be able to identify similarities and differences between Spanish and English words as well as constructing short 
sentences in Spanish to describe them. 
To see the great work students do in class, you can check the Spanish website!  
http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 

 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish


 

Spanish/Visual arts 
In term three students in grade one are going to create artworks to respond to the artworks of Cezánne and Miró. 
They will learn how to make a paper weaving using painted paper inspired by traditional art in South America. 
Students will continue to develop their Spanish vocabulary to be able to communicate in the Spanish/Art 
classroom. To find out more about what we are doing in the Spanish classrooms you can visit the Spanish website 
http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 
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