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Welcome 

We hope you have enjoyed the holidays as much as we have 

enjoyed ours. There are a lot of things happening this term 

especially with some of the Grade 3s getting their first taste of 

the Kitchen/Garden program offered at Westgarth Primary 

School. 

A big shout out to all the parents/carers who helped out on 

our Dights Fall excursion, especially, Leab (3G/3J), Sally (3RT), 

Vanessa (3/4 Brenda) and Isabelle (3G) who helped deliver 

the student lunches. While we did not end up having a guide, 

Jo (3G) kindly stepped up to lead the entourage. The 

Wurundjeri Land Council has also promised not to charge us 

and has instead offered the Grade 3s a free incursion as 

compensation. 

As always, please feel free to pop in and arrange a time should you require to meet with the student’s 

classroom teachers. 

Cheers, 

Ruth, Taryn, Gaye, Brenda and Justyn 

 

Important Dates for Term 3 

16th July – School term begins 

7th August – St. John’s First Aid Incursion 

9th August – Maths Competition (registered students) 

14th August – NGV MoMA Excursion (TBC) 

20th to 24th August – Book Week (Michael Wagner visit on 22nd) 

21st August – Grade 3 Athletics Fun Day 

7th September – Curriculum Day 

19th September – Family Maths Night 

21st September – Last day of term (2.30pm finish) 

Year 3 Teaching and Learning – Term 3 
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What we are learning in the classroom 

English 

In Term 3, our reading and writing program will 

link with the inquiry focus, examining early 

Victorian and Australian history. We will be 

reading historical information texts, primary 

documents and historical narratives. 

Comprehension strategies, with a focus on 

literal and inferred meaning will be explicitly 

taught in small reading groups.  

The writing focus for term 3 will be on 

historical narratives and information reports. 

They will expand on planning techniques, such as mind mapping, to organise their ideas before 

writing and research skills, such as questioning and note taking.  

The key skills we will be covering include: 

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening 

 Developing a range of 

comprehension 

strategies  

 Reading fluently and 

with expression 

 Understanding the 

purpose of a range of 

text types 

 Finding the main idea  

 Discussing the themes 

and information in 

reading material and 

making links to their 

experiences and prior 

knowledge.  

 Examine word 

meaning and expand 

student vocabulary 

 Develop a neat and 

consistent handwriting 

style 

 Spelling Strategies 

 - letter/sound matching 

-  syllabication 

- knowledge of more 

complex letter patterns (eg. 

ea, igh, ou) 

- building  word families 

- learning and applying 

spelling rules 

 Correctly use basic 

punctuation, including 

capital letters, full 

stops, commas, 

exclamation marks, 

and apostrophes for 

contractions 

 Continue to teach 

paragraphing as an 

organisational feature 

of writing 

 Actively listening to 

peers and teachers 

 Clearly contributing 

ideas during group 

discussions 

 Using correct sentence 

structure and 

grammar when 

speaking 

 Adding to the ideas of 

classmates during 

discussions 

 Using an appropriate 

tone, pace and volume 
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Mathematics 

Term 3 sees the students continuing to consolidate 

their number facts. We are aiming for automaticity 

of all addition and subtraction facts to 10, as well as 

multiplication and division facts for the 2s, 3s, 5s 

and 10s. 

You can support your child to achieve automatic 

recall of these facts through daily practice. Games 

involving dice and cards, where you find the sum of 

2 numbers either added, subtracted, multiplied or 

divided is one way to turn daily practice into an 

engaging activity.  

An emphasis on the strategies involved in solving these basic number facts is important. For example, 

understanding the strategy of doubles and near doubles will assist in solving equations such as 3 + 3, 

30 + 30, 300 + 300, 3 + 4, 29 + 31, 301 + 302 and so on. Understanding doubles will also assist in solving 

multiplication facts by 2 as well as by 4 (double doubles). Linking doubles with the concept of halves 

will then assist in solving the inverse operations: subtraction and division. 

Students will continue to consolidate strategies of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 2-

digit numbers and will be challenged to apply their strategies to solve worded problems and open 

ended tasks. 

Students will also be exploring area, 2D shapes & 3D objects, and volume & capacity. Our time spent 

immersed in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden program this semester will further complement 

many mathematical concepts taught in the classroom. 

Finally, Time will be taught incidentally, and we encourage all families to provide many opportunities 

to involve their children in telling the time. 

Inquiry 

The overarching Inquiry unit for this term is 

“Continuity and Change”. Throughout the term, 

students will investigate and build understandings 

about Australia’s history. Students explore and 

unpack how major events in Australia’s history have 

shaped the Australia as we know it today. They will 

also examine events in Australia that have occurred 

pre, during and after contact with European settlers. 

To tie it all together, students will develop an 

understanding of how to describe continuity and 

change using appropriate terms. 
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Social and Emotional Learning 

We are continuing with our implementing of a 

morning and end-of-school routine where students 

have opportunities to discuss how they are feeling in 

a safe environment. We are also developing the 

students. The focus this term is on Respect. Students 

will explore what it means to respect their peers and 

teachers and develop appropriate skills to navigate 

tricky social situations respectfully including, 

listening when someone is speaking, not 

interrupting someone’s personal space and being 

open to diversity and difference. 

Specialists 

Unless there is planning week, specialists’ timetables remain the same. Students will be notified of 

any changes by their respective classroom teachers. 

 

Physical Education 

This term is all about athletics and team sports. The grade 3s will be 

practising their track and field skills and celebrating with a fun 

athletics day run by an outside organisation on Tuesday 21st August 

at school. The focus will be on trying your best, team spirit, having 

fun and being a great ‘sport’.  The Grade 3s will also be learning and 

practising skills in AFL, netball & basketball. 

 

 

 3 Gaye 3 Ruth/Taryn 3 Justyn 3/4 Brenda 
Mon Discovery 

Kitchen Garden 
Art Kitchen Garden Music 

Tues 
P.E. Discovery 

P.E. 
ICT 

P.E. 

Wed Art 
ICT 

P.E. Library, Discovery 
ICT 

Library 

Thu 
- 

Library 
Kitchen Garden 

- 
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Art 

Fri Library 
Music 

Music 
ICT 

Art 
Music 

Kitchen Garden 
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Music 

This term in music, grade 3 students will continue to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the notes of the treble clef stave 

and notation of rhythms as well as playing as an ensemble. We will 

be working a whole class group to work out how to play some 

simple notated 3 and 4 part pieces of music such as Pachebel’s 

Canon, Balafon, Heel and Toe Polka and Mississippi Sawyer. Each 

song has a variety of parts of varying degrees of difficulty to ensure 

success as well as stretching those students who have a solid 

grounding in music theory. 

 

Spanish/Discovery 

Students will learn to identify and describe the natural features of 

environments. They will find out about different countries in the 

southern hemisphere and describe their features. Students will 

also explain the relationships between climate and natural 

vegetation. While exploring these features students will learn to 

make statements and present information using simple sentences 

in Spanish.  

To see the great work students do in class, you can check the 

Spanish website! http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 

 

 

Spanish/Art 

In term three, students in grade 3 will create a melting clock in clay 

inspired by the surrealist artwork The passage of time, by Spanish artist 

Salvador Dalí, now showing in the MOMA exhibition in NGV. Students 

will learn about other works showing in the NGV such as the Weeping 

Woman by Pablo Picasso prior to our excursion to the gallery. Along the 

way students will continue to develop their Spanish vocabulary to be 

able to communicate in the Spanish/Art classroom. To find out more 

about what we are doing in the Spanish classrooms you can visit the 

Spanish website http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 
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