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Welcome Back 

Welcome back to Term 4. Term 3 was jam packed with 

exciting activities. The grade 3s are well and truly settled into 

Westgarth’s Kitchen/Garden program. We also had the 

opportunity to meet Michael Wagner, author of the Max 

Rumble footy series, in Book Week. The grade 3s also spent 

a morning with Uncle Trevor, a Wurundjeri representative, 

in the Darebin Parklands. We would also like to thank Public 

Transport Victoria for teaching our kids about safety on 

trains, which meant that our excursion to the NGV MoMA 

exhibition went off without a hitch. Special thanks to all the 

parent volunteers both in and out of the classrooms, your 

help is always appreciated and makes all the difference for 

both the teachers and the students. 

As always, please feel free to pop in and arrange a time should you require to meet with the student’s 

classroom teachers before or after school. 

Cheers, 

Ruth, Taryn, Gaye, Brenda and Justyn 

Important Dates for Term 4 

8th October – School term begins 

21st October – Whopping Great Fete 

24th October – Westgarth’s Got Talent 

30th October – Parent/Carer Education Session 

2nd November – Pupil Free Day 

6th November – Melbourne Cup Day 

23rd November – Year 3-6 Swim Trials 

5th December – Art Show 

11th December – Whole School Transition  

21st December – Last day of term (2.30pm finish) 

Year 3 Teaching and Learning – Term 4 
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What we are learning in the classroom 

English 

In term 4 we will be reading and writing poetry 
and revisiting narrative texts.  Students will be 
supported to learn the key features of these text 
types during reading sessions, and then apply their 
knowledge to produce their own poems and 
creative stories. 

We will also focus on procedural text types this 
term to support our inquiry focus on design and 
construction.  

Reading sessions will continue to focus on the 
specific needs of our students, with small groups 
allowing for discussion about the reading material 
and explicit teaching of reading skills. 

The spelling program will continue to teach particular spelling patterns and rules, while also developing student 

spelling strategies and vocabulary.  Self-editing will be explicitly taught, and students will be using hard copy and 

on-line dictionaries to correct their spelling errors.  

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening 

 Developing a range of 

comprehension 

strategies  

 Reading fluently and 

with expression 

 Understanding the 

purpose of a range of 

text types 

 Finding the main idea  

 Discussing the themes 

and information in 

reading material and 

making links to their 

experiences and prior 

knowledge.  

 Examine word 

meaning and expand 

student vocabulary 

 Develop a neat and 

consistent handwriting 

style 

 Spelling Strategies 

 - letter/sound matching 

-  syllabication 

- knowledge of more 

complex letter patterns (eg. 

ea, igh, ou) 

- building  word families 

- learning and applying 

spelling rules 

 Correctly use basic 

punctuation, including 

capital letters, full 

stops, commas, 

exclamation marks, 

and apostrophes for 

contractions 

 Continue to teach 

paragraphing as an 

organisational feature 

of writing 

 Actively listening to 

peers and teachers 

 Clearly contributing 

ideas during group 

discussions 

 Using correct sentence 

structure and 

grammar when 

speaking 

 Adding to the ideas of 

classmates during 

discussions 

 Using an appropriate 

tone, pace and volume 
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Mathematics 

For maths this term we will continue to consolidate 

multiplication and division facts and further 

explore strategies for division. We will then apply 

our knowledge of division to learn about fractions. 

Students will be dividing shapes and modelling 

collections into halves, thirds, quarters, fifths and 

eighths.  

We will also be measuring angles with the help of 

little Sphero bots and conducting chance 

experiments and exploring probability.  

We ask that families continue to practise number facts daily with the intention of 

achieving automaticity of all addition and subtraction facts to 10, as well as multiplication and 

division facts for the 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s. 

You can support your child to achieve automatic recall of these facts through daily practise. Games 

involving dice and cards, where you find the sum of 2 numbers either added, subtracted, multiplied 

or divided is one way to turn daily practice into an engaging activity.  

An emphasis on the strategies involved in solving these basic number facts is important. For 

example, understanding the strategy of doubles and near doubles will assist in solving equations 

such as 3 + 3, 30 + 30, 300 + 300, 3 + 4, 29 + 31, 301 + 302 and so on. Understanding doubles will 

also assist in solving multiplication facts by 2 as well as by 4 (double doubles). Linking doubles with 

the concept of halves will then assist in solving the inverse operations: subtraction and division. 

Don’t forget to tune into 

DEtv: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8kLk_0uqDUsvHWYRPSnGHg  for maths tutorials! 

Inquiry 

Our Inquiry topic for this term is titled “Dream it, 

Make it”. The students will explore how our 

understanding of science theories can help us better 

design and build solutions to solve problems around 

us. They will also be investigating what force and 

gravity is and how it affects the movement of things 

around us. Students will have plenty of opportunities 

to engage in the design process and build their own 

prototype machines by the end of the term! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8kLk_0uqDUsvHWYRPSnGHg
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Social and Emotional Learning 

This term we will be exploring what it means to be 

inclusive and what it means to embrace diversity 

and difference. There will also be discussions 

around the importance of not being a bystander, 

especially when students witness situations where 

their peers are not being treated in a safe, fair or 

friendly manner both inside and outside of the 

school community.  

 

Specialists 

Unless there is planning or camp week, specialists’ timetables remain the same. Students will be 

notified of any changes by their respective classroom teachers. 

 

Physical Education 

This term is jam packed with fun skill-based activities.  

The grade 3s will be completing units on orienteering, 

gymnastics, basketball and outdoor ball sports. We 

are holding swimming trials for our 2019 Westgarth 

team on Friday 23rd November at the Northcote pool.  

This is an optional event for students that can swim 

50 metres without stopping. The grades 3s will also be 

involved in a 5-week touch football clinic which is 

funded through the Government’s Sporting Schools 

Program – dates to be confirmed. 

 3 Gaye 3 Ruth/Taryn 3 Justyn 3/4 Brenda 

Mon 
Discovery 

Art Kitchen Garden Music 
Kitchen Garden 

Tues P.E. Discovery 
P.E. 

P.E. 
ICT 

Wed 
Art 

P.E. 
Library ICT 

ICT Discovery Library 

Thu - 
Library 

- 
Discovery 

Kitchen Garden Art 

Fri 
Library Music Art 

Kitchen Garden 
Music ICT Music 
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Music 

This term in music grade 3 students will be continuing with the music 

literacy work that was started in term 3. We will also be revisiting the 

work that we have done throughout the year, in particular playing a 

variety of instruments such as guitar, ukulele, keyboard and 

xylophone as well as untuned percussion and playing some pieces as 

a class ensemble. 

We will also be revising some of our singing repertoire and getting 

ready for the end of year concert. 

 

Spanish/Discovery 

Student will research the main types of natural vegetation and 

native animals in a climate zone in Australia. They will compare 

them with those found in a similar climate in a country of the 

southern hemisphere. Students will also learn how these animals 

are adapted to a particular environment. While exploring these 

areas, students will learn to use simple verbs to explain their ideas 

as well as presenting information in simple sentences in Spanish.  

To see the great work students do in class, you can check the 

Spanish website! http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 

 

Spanish/Art 

In term four we’re going to be very busy finishing off and framing all 

our beautiful art in preparation for the art show, coming up on the 5th 

of December. Students in grade 3 are going to finish their artworks 

inspired by relevant artists in the history of art, which is the theme for 

the show. We’re keen for parent helpers in preparation for the show, 

if you would like to volunteer please come and see Marta in the art 

room. To find out more about what we are doing in the Spanish 

classrooms you can visit the Spanish website 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish. 

 

Additional Information - Absences 

Please notify the school via FlexiBuzz, phone or a written note if your child is absent on the day of 

their return. Please also let the school and the teacher know in writing if you are planning on taking 

an extended holiday. 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish
http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish

