
 

 

Year 4 Teaching and Learning – Term 3 

                                       

A warm welcome back to school for another busy and exciting term. 

We trust that all families had an enjoyable break and that students are energised and ready for term 3. 

Camp 

The excitement is building as the year 4 camp approaches. It will take place at ‘CYC The Island’, Cowes, 

Phillip Island from Wednesday 12th to Friday 14th September. Westgarth Primary School have been taking 

students to this camp for many years and it is a fabulous setting for children to build friendships and take 

part in some exciting activities. Paul Fry, the camp manager, will be coming to Westgarth on Thursday 2nd 

August 6pm-7pm to explain how the camp will run and to answer any questions. Grade 4 teachers will also 

attend this session which will be held in Phana/Josie’s and Sarah’s classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make a note of the below diary dates. As always, feel free to make an appointment with your child’s 

teacher if there is ever anything you wish to discuss. We look forward to another successful term. 

Diary Dates 

Thursday 19th July  State Cross Country 

Monday 23rd July Visit from Santa Maria College for female students (optional) 

Thursday 2nd August Year 4 Camp information evening 6-7pm 

Monday 20th August  Book Week Parade 

Mon 20th- Fri 24th Aug  Book Week 

Tuesday 21st August  Years 4-6 Athletics Carnival (House Sports day) 

Wednesday 22nd August Michael Wagner Book Week visit 

Monday 10th September  District Athletics 

12th-14th September  Grade 4 Camp  



 

 

What we are learning this term in the classroom 

English 

During reading sessions, students will read a variety of texts including articles relating to our term 3 Inquiry 
topic on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island cultures and history. We will continue to focus on reading 
strategies, in particular making inferences, bias and prejudice, paraphrasing and summarising. 
 
Our writing focus for term 3 is poetry and biography. Camp will also be used as a springboard for writing 
recounts and snapshots. The grade 4s will be following the writing process of planning, drafting, editing, 
conferencing (with a teacher) and publishing. 
 
Mathematics  

Number & Algebra 

Students will continue building their multiplication fact 

fluency this term and will be exploring different methods 

of multiplying larger numbers. The focus will be on 

learning many strategies – mental computation as well 

as written strategies. We strongly encourage students to 

continue to practise their basic multiplication facts each 

night at home. Students will also be engaged in a unit on 

fractions- relating to their earlier work on decimals.  

Measurement & Geometry 

This term we will be looking at angles- classifying, comparing and measuring them. Students will practise 

using protractors and will be finding and measuring angles in the world around them. 

Statistics and Probability 

We will be looking at chance this term. Students will be exploring whether or not some games are fair, and 

will be looking at concepts of certainty, likelihood and impossibility. 

Inquiry 

Term 3 sees the grade 4s engaging with Australia’s history. Students will 

be discovering significant events in chronological order, understanding 

different perspectives from people from the past as best as possible. 

The key understanding for term 3’s inquiry is that Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples have survived and changed for thousands of 

years, before and after European settlement. 

Some key question examples that students will be looking at are: 

 Who are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples? 

 What are the connections between Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples to Country and Place? 



 

 

What we are learning this term in specialist classes 

Physical Education 

This term is all about athletics and team sports!  The grade 4s will be 

practising for the track and field events that all Grade 4-6 students 

will be competing in at our annual House Athletics Day which will be 

held on Tuesday August 21st.  The focus will be on trying your best, 

team spirit, having fun and being a great ‘sport’.  The team sports 

that the grade 4s will be learning are AFL, netball & basketball. 

Music 

This term in music, grade 4 students will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of the 

notes of the treble clef stave and notation of rhythms as well as playing as an ensemble. We will be 

working a whole class group to work out how to play some simple notated 3 and 4 part pieces of music 

such as Pachebel’s Canon, Balafon, Heel and Toe Polka and Mississippi Sawyer. Each song has a variety of 

parts of varying degrees of difficulty to ensure success as well as stretching those students who have a 

solid grounding in music theory. 

Spanish Art 

In term three students in grade 4 will explore the work of Post-Impressionist artist Georges Seurat and will 

use the technique of pointillism to create a landscape inspired by the artist. They will also learn about the 

work of Paul Klee to create a map using collage materials and paint. We will continue to explore the work 

of David Hockney to create a digital drawing of a pot plant. Along the way students will learn the Spanish 

vocabulary for parts of the house and will continue to develop their Spanish skills to communicate in the 

Spanish/Art classroom.  

Spanish/Discovery 

Students will learn to identify and describe the natural features of environments. They will find out about 

different countries in the southern hemisphere and describe their features. Students will also explain the 

relationships between climate and natural vegetation. While exploring these features students will learn to 

make statements and present information using simple sentences in Spanish.  

To see the great work students do in class, you can check the Spanish website! 

http://wgpspanish.wix.com/westgarthspanish 
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